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in regard to both Perth -and Fremantle,
referred to in Answer S on Minutes of
Proceedings for Tuesday, 16th July, 1901, the
cost for each town to be shown sepaately; 2,
The date of the advance of £40,000 mentioned
in Question and Answer No. 4 on Minutes of
Proceedings for Tuesday, 16th July, 1901; 3,
Whether the works for which the advance of
£40,000 has been made are surface or under-
ground works, and if any underground works
are included, the extent thereof.

The information was required for pur-
poses with which bon. members would
probably be made acquainted later in the
session.

HoN. H. BRIGGS (West) seconded.
HON. R. S. HIAYNES (Central) sup-

ported the motion. However, the object
of the mover would not be attained
unless the jacket containing the informa-
lion were produced. Better amend the
motion by adding as paragraph 4,"1 That
the papers be laid on the table." Without
that, the motion seemed meaningless.

HON. MV. L. MOSS, with the consent of
his seconder, moved that the words sug-
gested be added to the motion.

Question (as amended) put and passed,

LOAN LEGISLATION -ANTICIPATION.
THEii MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.

C. Sommers):- I regret to announce that
the anticipations formed by my colleagues
in regard to the passage of the Loan Bill
in another place were not realised last
night; and I have again to inform hon.
members that the Bill is not yet ready.
I conferred with the Premier, who antici-
pates finishing the Bill to-night and
having itready for this Houseto-morrow;
and in order that opportunity may be
given hon. members of this House to dils-cuss it, I move that the House at itS'
rising do adjourn until 2-30 pam. to- mor-
row.

How. Mt. L. Moss: You will be very
fortunate if you get the Bill then, I think.

TnsE MINISTER FOR 'LANDS: I
have just left another place, where the
discussion on the schedule is progressing
satisfactorily ; and I do not anticipate any
difficulty in getting the Bill through the
Assembly to-night, and in discussing it
here to-morrow. I trust hon. members
will concur in the suggestion that we meet
at 2-30, so that -we may have'plenty of
time to discuss the Bill.

Hlow. J. M. SPEED : Will there be any-
thing left then P

HON, R. S. HA.nNEs: , Nothing for
Subiaco.

Question put and passed.

ADJO'URNMENT.
The House accordingly adjourned at

4-16 o'clock, until the next afternoon.

Ite-gztatibe flzzrmblp,
Thursday, 18th July, 190.1.

Question: Immigration, Relatives in Eastern States-
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tomoe-Question: Resident Magistrate for Boulder
--Question : Medical Officer for Boulder-Qustion :
Mines Inspection, Hanaas- Question: Boilers
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THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
2-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION-IMMIGALTION, RELATIVES
INT EASTERN STATES.

M. R. HASTIE, without notice, asked
the Colonial Treasurer: Has the Minister
authority to devote a portion of the immi-
gration vote to assisting the introdu':tion,
from the Eastern States, of the wives and
families of residents in this State.

TwE COLONIAL TREASURER
replied: I cannot at present answer that
question. I do not 'know; but I will
make inquiries and inforin the hon. memi-
ber.

QUESTION-RAILWAY BRIDGE, NORTH
PREMANTLE.

Ma. D3. S.,IDOHERTY asked the Corn-
missioner of Railways: Whether it is the
intention of the Government to iame-
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disaly erect a. passenger bridge at North
Fremantle railway station?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS replied: It was the intention of
the Government to build this bridge as
soon as funds were provided.

QUESTION-VASSE JETTY, LOCO-
MOTIVES.

MR. MORGANS (for Mr. Yelverton)
asked the Minister for Works:-r,
Whether it was the object of the recent
strengthening of the Vasse jetty to enable
a locomotive to run over it. 2, If so, why
the shunting is still being done by honse
instead of steam power.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied :- r, Yes. 2, The Railway De-
partment does not consider it advisable
to use the heavy engines engaged in the
South-Western traffic, and there is not
sufficienttraffic to warrant a light shunting
engine being kept there.

QUESTIONS - WATER POLICE,
MANTLE.

FEE-

QUARTERS AND NUMBER OP FORCE.
MR. HIGHAM asked the Minister for

Works: When it is intended to construct
new and adequate quarters for the Water
Police Force at Fremantle.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: No decision had yet been arrived
at, but the matter would be fully inquired
into prior to the framing of the Esti-
mates.

MR. HIGHAM also asked the Colonial
Secretary: Whether it is intended to
increase the Water Police Force at Fre-
mantle to a strength adequate for the
proper performance of their very impor-
tant duties.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. F. flingworth) replied: The Water
Police Force is in the hands of the
Premier. I sent on this question to the
proper department, but apparently it has
not come to hand.

MR. HIGHAM: I hope the Premier
'will give this matter his attention, because
it is urgent.

QUESTION - RESIDENT MAGISTRATE
FOR BOULDER.

Ma. J. RESIDE (for Mr. Hopkins)
asked the Premier: Whether the Govern-
ment has taken any steps towards the

appointment of a Resident Magistrate for
Boulder.

THE PREMIER replied: The matter
will be considered.

QUESTION-MEDICAL OFFICER FOR
BOULDER.

MR. J. RESIDE, for Mu. HoFKINS,
asked the Colonial Secretary: What
steps, if anv, have been taken towards the
appointmenit of a Resident Medical Officer
for Boulder.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY Ye-

p li ed: There is no record of any request
hving been made for such an appoint-

ment, and, as far as the Government is
aware, the appointment is not considered
necessary.

QUESTION-MJNES INSPECTION,
RANNANS.

MR. J. RESIDE asked the Minister
for Mines: What mines in the B annans
district have been inspected during the
last half-year, and how often?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: The information asked for is
being prepared, and when ready will be
laid upon the table of the House.

QUESTION-BOILERS INSPECTION,
CERTIFICATES.

MR. 3. RESIDE asked the Minister
for Mines: t, Whether he intends to
introduce regulations providing that all
persons in charge of steam boilers should
pass an examination and hold certificates.
z, If so, when.

THE MINISTERFOR MINES replied:
i, It is proposed to introduce regulations
providing that persons in charge of cer-
tain classes of steam boilers should hold
certificates. 2, Probably this session.

QUESTION-FRUIT INSPECTION,
REPORT.

MR. C. HARPER (without notice)
asked the Premier: Will the report from
the inspector of fruit, at Fremantle be
maode publicP

THE PREMIER replied: Yes.

LOAN BILL-WITHDRAWAL.
THE COLONIAL TREASURER

asked leave to withdraw the Bill, with a
view of substituting another measure
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with farther information as desired by
the House.

Leave given, and the Bill withdrawn.

LOAN BILL (No. 3),.£3,500,000.
SCHEDULE SHOWINJG AMOUNTS TO BE

EXPENDED TO SEPTEMBER, 1902.
Introduced by the COLONIAL TREn-

SURER, and read a first time.

SECOND READING.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: I
move that the Bill be read a second time.

Ma. W. 3. Gxonon: Is this quite in
orderP No motion has been passed to
allow the Bill to go through all stages at
one sitting.

THE SPEAKER: The previous Bill has,
been withdrawn.

MR. GEORGE: But this is a fresh Bill..
THE SPEAKER:- The Bill is quite in

order.
Question put and passed.
Bill readl a second time.

IN COMMIT'TEE.

Clause I (title)-agreed to.
Clause 2-Power to raise money for cer-

tain purposes (not exceeding £3,500,000) :
HON. F. H. PIESSE: From what was

understood last night, it was the intention
of the Government to withdraw thbe Bill
and amend the schedule; consequently if
the schedule had been amended in the
direction indicated, this clause should
show, of course, the total amount
intended to be raised, which was under-
stood to be £2,197,000. If that was
so, the Bill should have been brought
down for the amount of £2,197,000,
and not for £3,500,000, as stated in
the clause. Consequently the Bill would
not inset with the approval of mem-
bers any more than the Bill which
was before the Committee last night.
The schedule should have been amended

setting forth the items intended to be
raised, and then the amount should have
been stated in this clause. If that had
been done, there would have been no
dlifficulty, and the Bill would have passed
throuigh in a. few minutes; but lie must
take exception to the clause as placed
before the Comm-ittee.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER:
The hen, member was not quite correct
in the inferencehle bad drawn from the
discussion of last night. It was dis-

tinctly understood in the House that the
Committee desired to have power to alter
any items they chose. He was sorry the
Committee camne to that agreement; but
that being the decision, there was nothing
for the Governmnent but to await the
decision of the Committee niow as to what
the amount Should bp', and then alter the
clause according to the total amoutt
agreed upon. The Government did not
know whether the Committee would agree
to pass the Bill for X'2,197,000.

Mx. W. 3., GEoRGE: The Committee
would not, if he could help it.

Mn. T. F. QIJINLAN: It was a breach
of faith.

Tau COLONIAL TREASURER: It
was no breach of faith, and such remarks
were likely to irritate bon. members at a
most critical time in the history of the
State. The condition of the S tate in
regard to the loan finances demanded
careful and serious attention, and nothing
should be said calculated to cause irrita-
tion or ill-feeling amongst members. He
would make an appeal to members at
this juncture, as he knew the seriousness
of the position. Hie did not want to
exaggerate in the least degree, but
he had been placed in control of the
Treasury, and, with the infornation he
possessed, the Committee had need to be
very careful as to what they did to-day.
In regard to the amount of the Bill, he
invited the Committee to consider the

p osition. The schedule showed the abso-
lutely necessary expenditure to the 30th
of June next to be £2,197,400.

A M'EMzBER: To September?
TEE COLONIAL TREASURER:

Yes; to September, 1902. The utmost
limit of the borrowing power"i this
country at the present, annually, was
£1,500,000. We had authorisations which
he hoped to be able to deal with separately
from the ordinary means of raising money
-probably in the States, if possible
-amounting to something less than
£500,000. Although the Committee
might be pleased to authorise the raising
of £2,197,0u0, there was no possibility ofl
raising the amount within the time limit.

MR. A. E. MORGAN 8s: Then why did the
Government ask for it?

TEE COLONIAL TREASURER:- If
the hon. member would wait a moment,
perhaps he would see. When he (the
Treasurer) referred to "raising," he of
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course spoke of raising in what be con-
sidered. a proper manner, namely floating
a loan. If the Committee limited the
Treasurer simply to the amount that lie
was able to raise by a flotation of loans,
and if there was no authorisation behind,
there was no possibility of financing at
all. He wanted the Committee to under-
standthatif weissued Treasury bills,itwas
impossible to do so unless we had a loan
authorisation behind us. Ifweissued loans
by stock, they must be supported by loan
authoristions. What was proposed by
the Committee last night, and what he
thought the leader of the Opposition had
in his mind now, was to limit the Govern-
ment to the actual capacity of their
borrowing power. If we did that, it
would be simply impossible, as far as he
(the Colonial Treasurer) saw, to finance
the affairs of this country, if the works
were to continue. It could not be done.
At any rate he said with all the knowledge
he possessed, much or little, that he could
not see how it was to be done, unless we
did what had been condemned, what this
Ministry had pledged itself against, and
what he judged the House would itself
condemn-unless we proposed as in the
past to spend money without the
authorisation of Parliament. He did not
think members wished the Government
to do that. A great deal of the difficulty
which now existed arose from the fact
that orders to the extent of over £500,000
had been sent to London without any
authority whatever from Parliament. and
were now approaching the time of pay-
ment. The present Government were not
responsible for that, but they were
responsible for raising the money. and he
asked the Committee to seriously consider
the position. The position simply was
that unless they got sufficient authorisa,-
tion behind them to finance the country
through, the only thing the Government
could do was to withdraw the Bill and
stop the work. They could not catrry
this country through if their hands
were to be tied. Of course if the
Committee last evening had taken upon
themselves the responsibility of striking
oat a lot of these works and saying the
Government were not to go on with
them, then the Government could have
dealt with the question. Last evening
the Government were prepared to smy
they would pledge themselves not to raise

more than the X1,500,000 during the
present financial year. It ought not to
be necessary to make any such pledge,
especially to the leader of the Opposition
(Ron. F. H. Piesse), who ought to be
better acquainted with the position than
he (the Colonial Treasurer) was. That
hon. member knew very well that under

IClause 3, which was already passed, the
Government were absolutely bound not
to spend any money without the Gov.
ernor's warrants, and the Governor's
warrants could only be raised upon the
annual estimates of expenditure. The
Committee had absolute control, and he
wished to say this decision or this mode
of conducting loan finance wats estab-
lished in Western Australia and in all the
other Australian, States. After a great
amount of consideration, the principle
had been established that the Loan Esti-
mates were to come before Parliament
every year; and no matter what powers
the Government possessed of raising
money, they had no power to spend, as
the hon. member (Hon. F. H. Piesse)
knew quite well. If necessary, the Com-
mittee could put into the Bill what was
suggested, but it would not make any
difference, because the Government could
not raise more money than the amiount
he had named - about £1,500,000.
He (the Colonial Treasurer) believed
that X1,500,000 with the authorisa-
tion the Government bad would enable
the Government to keep going. Then
they were faced by the fact that at
the end of the time they would have
no powers of financing whatever. If
the Committee chose to put the Gov-
ernment in that position, the Government
were of course in the hands of the
Committee. All he said was that it
was not a safe position to put the
finances of this country into; and
the course proposed by the Government
was the only sound financial way
of dealing with the question, that was
to ask for authorisation for the amount
required to complete this work, and raise
the amount as directed by the Committee.
The Committee last night asked for an
estimate. The Government had been
engaged in endeavouring to furnish the
information, and in fact they only got
this Bill from the hands of the Printer
at twenty minutes past one to-day. It had
taken all the power the Government
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possessed to obtain this information for
members. As members would see, the
amount required to be expended up to the
80th September, 1902, was £2,197,400.
If it were the pleasure of the Committee
to say this was to be the amount of the
Bill, or if the Committee said it was to
be £2,000,000, the Government would
accept it;i and, more than that, as far as
he understood, the Government, or he at
any rate as Treasurer, bad no objection
whatever to the amount being fixed at
£1,500,000. That would not alter the
situation oue bit so long as the
matter was fairly set before the
Committee and the country; but the
sum required to be expended up to
30th September, 1902, was £2,197,400.
If the Committee put the Government
into that position, it would be necessary
for the Government to call Parliament
together as soon as they required more
money. They might, perhaps, be able
to do so, but the usual custom had been
to call Parliament together late in June.
To call Parliament together late in June
would put us in this position, that we
should not be able to obtain authorisation
for July, v and he had tried to impress upon
the Committee several times that it was
most important that the Government
should be able to approachi the London
market at the time most suitable. Just
to show bon. members what was involved,
he would mention that interest bad risen
in the States since yesterday 1 per cent.,
and be did not know the minute that it
might not rise in London. The Govern-
ment were advised by their financial
advisers in London that all haste was
necessary if this loan was to be made a
success. He wanted members to con-
sider the position. Of course the Govern-
ment would do the best they could under
any circumstances. It was his duty to give
to the Committee his best advice, and if
the Committee considered they knew
better, he must bow to the decision. It
was not a question of party, but a ques-
tion of raisig money to carry on the
works. He migt be altogether wrong,
but that was his opinion. If the Com-
mittee acted wisely they would pass the
Bill. They would limit the Government
to the raising of £21,500,000 during the
present financial year. The Government
were willing to be so limited, or if the
Committee so desired, let the total be

£2,000,000 instead of £8,500,000. In
that case there would have to be a new
authorisation for another £1,500,000.

MR. W. J. GEORGE; That was under-
stood last night.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: Not
a particle of reason could he see for
opposition to this Bill. Not one argument
placed before the Committee had con-
vinced him in the smallest degree, or haod
shown a reason for the oppositiou. It
might give offence if he were to say what
he thought of the opposition to this Bill,
and he would not do so.

MR. GEORGE: The Treasurer should
be honest.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: The
Treasurer would be honest, but would
keep his honesty to himself for the
present.

MR. GEORGE: Perhaps there was not
enough honesty to go round.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: The
Bilas put before the Committee was on

true financial lines. Ile was prepared
to stand by that. If the Committee
chose to make alterations, the Committee
could do it, but the responsibility would
rest with the Committee and not with the
Government. The present Administra-
tion might be out of office in a week or
a fortnight or a month; but if he were
speaking from the Opposition benches at
the present moment, with the knowledge
hie now had, lie would strongly urge the
Government either to take power to
borrow sufficient money to complete the
works, or else stop the works altogether.
There was no use in going forward with
works unless we were prepared to com-
plete them. There was no use in making
preparations to build a house, if we were
not going to complete it. Half the
country's house was built now, but we
must go farther and finish it; and he
considered it would be a wise and sensible
thing to make provision for completion.
If the works in the schedule were new,
the arguments of the Opposition would
be excellent. But those were accepted
works, works in progress; goods had been
ordered for their completion; and there
was no sound argument for refusing to
provide the money necessary to complete
them. However, the Committee must do
as they pleased. He understood it was
the desire of the Committee to deal with
these items. If they did strike any out,
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then the Government would be quite
prepared to alter Clause 2 as to the
amount. He trusted bon. members would
allow the Bill to go forward, and then
theyr could recommit any item in dispute.

HoN. F. H. PIESSE-: In regard to the
Bill and the schedule before us-of course
he must refer to the schedule, because
the amount of the Bill was embodied in
the schedule-the understanding was that
an amended schedule should be brought
down. The amended schedule haod now
been brought down; and so far as he was
concerned, he saw no objection to the last
two columns, but he certainly did see
strong objections to the first two. When
the schedule was being dealtwith he
would move to strike out the first two
columns [t , amount of items; 2, totals];
also to strike out the words of the head-
ing over the next two columns, "Amount
required to be expended to B0th Septem-
ber, 1902." This would leave the total
amount to be raised under the Bill
E2,197,400, or such sum as might prove,
after revision, to be the amount for which
authority would be asked. That would
be the amount which this House would
give authority to raise. The clause now
being considered should therefore be
postponed until the schedule had been
disposed of; and when the Committee
came to the schedule, they could deal
with the total which should appear in this
clause. There was little now to discuss;
except perhaps some minor alterations
that might possibly be made. The
amount of the Bill would then be
£C2,197,000, making it even money. The
Committee, be took it, would be agreeable
to the passing of the last two columns,
the elimination of the first two columns,
and striking out the words or headings
mentioned. In that form he thought
the Bill would meet with the approval of
the Committee; and if what he had
suggested were agreed to by the Colonial
Treasurer, he could undertake that at
this stage there should be no farther
obstruction --

THE COLONIAL TREASUERI: A good
word, "obstruction."

HoN. PH. PIESSE: Notobstruction,
but objection to the passing of the Bill.
That was the course which should be
taken. He considered it was breaking
faith with the House to bring down
really the same Bill as we had last night,

when it was understood that the Bill
should be revised on the lines be had
stated. If his proposal were accepted by
the Colonial Treasurer, there would be no
more delay.

Mn. W. J. GEORGE: Principally for
the reason that the leader of the Oppo-
sition and himself had no opportunity of
consulting with regard to the schedule,
he was not altogether at one with the
views that gentleman had expressed.
The point he wished to raise was that
a responsible Minister of the Crown,
asking the House to let tbe Ministry
have power to raise money, had no right
to shelter himself behind vague threat-
eniugs such as 11If the House knew what
I know," and all that sort of thing. The
House had a right to know what the
position of Western Australia is. The
House was strong enough and manly
enough, and the country was good enough,
to meet all obligations, whatever they
might be. There were no circumstances
connected with the finances of the country
which should be concealed from the
House, if the House were a deliberative
assembly and fit to hold the purse strings.

THE COLONIAL TREAsuRER: What he
had said had been mistaken by the hon.
member.

MR. GEORGE: No; he had paid par-
ticular attention to the various speeches
the Colonial Treasurer had delivered in
the House. In the past, one had been
very tired of the same sort of tactics on
the part of the previous Administration.
The House did not want any protesta-
tions of superior intelligence either from
Ministers of the Crown or from private
members. The Hlouse had a right to
expect from Ministers of the Crown a
plain straightforward statement of the
present position of the country. If the
State owed 25 millions on account of
something not divulged to us, we should
know about it. If, however, the state-
ment laid before us a few days ago was
correct, what became of the statements
which the House had heard from the
Colonial Treasurer just previouslyP
Statements of that kind were objection-
able. He would oppose certain items
in the schedutle because he considered
that if the Committee passed those it
might be laying the foundations for an
expenditure which Parliament was not
prepared to undertake.
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MR. F. WILSON: It did not appear
that the Comnmittee were any farther
forward now than they were last night.
The whole of the previous evening had
been spent in debating the Bill which
proposed to authorise the raising of three
and a half millions of money. The Corn-
niitteo were strongly opposed to so large
an authorisation, and it was suggested
that the Government should withdraw
tbe Bill and bring down this afternoon a
fresh one, stating the amount which they
would require to expend in the next 15
mnonths. He now held in his band what
was supposed to be a revised Bill. but
what was in fact the same Bill as the
Coinmiittee had last night, except that
some farther details had been added to
the schedule. When the Government
introduced a Bill of this sort, presumably
they did it. with the object of getting the
Bill as introduced passed, subject of
course to minor amendments. He could
only conclude from the speech of the
Colonial Treasurer that that gentleman's
object was, to a certain extent, to hood-
wink the Committee. The Treasurer had
stated at the conclusion of his remarks
that the Commuittee should give him
authority to raise the whole sum required
to complete the works. The previous
evening many members had spoken
very strongly against the several items
included in the schedule. He himself
had protested against the Railway Work-
shops costing anything like £424,000.
If the Committee passed the Bill with
the schedule attached to it we would be
practically committing the House to that
expenditure on the workshops; and the
same with every other item. He could
not understand what the object of the
Minister was. The House last night
asked for a new Bill, a new Bill with an
amended schedule. They did not ask for
the old Bill with farther particulars
introduced into the schedule. The Comn-
inittee wanted the Ministry to introduce
a Loan Bill to provide for the raising of
£2,197,400. If the Government chose
they could give members all this infor-
mation in advancing arguments to show
the necessity for raising the money;
but the House did not intend to commit
itself to all this expenditure. He for one
would be opposed tooth-and-nail to any-
thing of the kind. The Committee must
not commit itself to the expenditure of

three and a half millions of money.
Members were prepared to commit the
country to the extent of sufficient money
to carry on the works for the next 12
months, but no more.

HON. F. H. PxEssE: Te Committee
wanted to know the basis on which the
works were to be finished.

Mit. WILSON: Certainly, but not of
necessity in the Loan Bill. That Hill
was brought down here with the object
of getting the Commnittee to pass it:
otherwise it would not have been intro-
duced. If the Committee passed the
amended Bill, they might just as well
have passed the Bill introduced last
night; because both Bilks committed the
country to the raising of three and a half
millions. That was the ground of objec-
tion to both Bills.

THE PREMIER (Hon. G. Leaks) ± It
would seem that there was some little
misunderstanding about this matter. The
member for the Williams (Hon. F. H.
Piesse) very properly drew attention to
the wording of the clause and pointed
out that the original amount remained.
Hon. members might have noticed that
he had remarked, when the leader of the
Opposition was speaking, that the Bill
could be fecommitted, after the schedule
had been considered, for alteration of the
amount. It would have been useless to
alter the amount in the draft Bill because
inevitabl *y the figures mast have been
altered agin afterwards. Had the
amount been struck out, the Govern-
ment would have been compelled to leave
a blank. Hie trusted therefore hon.
members would not run off at a tangent
and accuse the Government of breaking
faith with the Committee. The Govern-
ment had done nothing of the kind. The
wording of Clause 2 depended on what
the Committee would do with the
schedule. Ashe understoodit, theschedule
must inevitably be altered. Taking the
item "Railway Workshops, Midland
Junction," £424,000 was set opposite that
in one colun, and £159,000 in the
other. The higher amount had been
allowed to remain in the Bill by the
Government in the honest belief that the
Committee would reduce it. Hon. mem-
bers would recognise, when they remem-
bered that the Committee could not raise
votes but could only reduce them, that the
Government were bound to bring down the
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item. in that form. He would therefore
ask the Committee to get to business
at once and discuss the schedule. When
the schedule was altered, the clause under
discussion would he altered accordingly.
REt trusted hon. members would accept
his assurance that there had been no
attempt and no desire whatever to hood-
wink the Committee. He was con-
scious of the understanding which had
been come to last night; but parliamen-
tary procedure must be observed, the
forms of the House must be observed;
and it was merely out of regard for the
forms of the House that the Bill came
down in this shape. It would have to be
sent back to the printer for the few
alterations which would be made. The
Government would not object to the
Committee Striking out the first two
columns, though Ministers considered
they should certainly remain in. If the
Committee objected, the Government
would not force their point. He would
say again, that in his opinion the Com-
mittee would be doing wroug if they
struck out these two columns.

HON. F. H. Pissas: The Committee
would take the responsibility.

THE PREMIER: It would be abso-
lutely against the advice of the Ministry,
if members struck out those two columns;
but, of course, the Ministry would sub-
mit, though under the strongest possible
protest. They were in the hands of the
Commi'ttee, and they required a certain

authorisation to proceed with the works.
He would ask bon. members to get to
business at once, and discuss the schedule
which had already been pretty well
threshed out last night. The principal
items in the schedule, he would like to
remind members, were those which were
mentioned by the late Premier (Mr.
Throssell) in his Northam speech. The
present Government were not trying to
humbug anyone. They wanted to get to
work, so that tbey might obtain the
money, if possible, this afternoon. If
the Committee demanded farther inf or-
ination, or farther time for consideration,
he would regard tbat as a very reasonable
demand, and would be prepared to move
an adjournment of a week, if necessary,
in order that hon. members might con.
Sider the matter during the holidays.
He did not think, however, that we should
be any farther advanced at the end of

next week than we were to-day. In con-
clusion, he repeated the Committee would
make a great mistake in refusing to
grant the authorisation for the full three
and a half millions, and in striking out
the two first columns of the schedule, as
suggested by the leader of the Opposition.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. J. 3. Holmes): Before
many hon. members committed them-
selves, it should be explained that serious
difficulties would arise if the first two
columns were eliminated. Take item 5.
"Rails and Fastenings," £2265,000 in the
first columan and X212,000 in the second.
In the .£265,000, provision bad been
made for relaying 100 miles of the Eastern
Railway, and in the second column 60
miles only was intended. If the second
column were adopted and the first struck
out, rails for the second 50 miles could
not be ordered until the Government
received farther authorisation. This
would tie up the relaying of the Eastern
Railway for an indefinite period.

MR. GzoRoE: It was 164 miles last
night; 60 from Northamn to Southern
Cross, and 114 from Southern Cross to
Coolgardie.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Well, 164 miles. The Govern-
ment proposed to do half the work within
the next fifteen months, at a cost of
X100,000; consequentlyr £50,000 had been
deducted from the first column. If the
first column were eliminated, the second
50 wiles of rails could not be ordered
without a farther authorisation; whereas,
were the schedule allowed to remain
unaltered, the department could indent
for the whole of the 160 miles of rails,
and arrange that only half of these-SO
miles-be delivered and laid in the next
fifteen months, thus keeping the work
going.

MR. WILSON: By the same means, the
Government could build the whole of the
Midland Junction Workshops.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: No. When dealing with that
item, the Committee could alter the first
column to £150,000 instead of X424,000,
or the first column to X200,000 and the
second to £100,000. Take the item
"Rolling - stock, " the necessity and

urgency for which were unanimously
admitted: there was at present £660,000
worth of rolling-stock on order, and only
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£112,000 to pay for it, leaving a balanceI
of £550,000 worth on order over and
above the authorisation, for which balance
-no money was available. In the second
column, there was provided only £424,000,
as against the £9550,000 worth men-
tioned.

MR. MORGANSa: How did the Minister
propose to pay that balance P

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: It could not be paid for. Some
orders already placed must be delayed in
order to keep within the £424,000, if the
£742 ,000 in the first column were elimi-
nated. The Commissioner of Railways
could not then order an engine, a truck,
or a carriage without fresh authorisation ;
but in the Bill as it stood, he could order
stock up to £742,000, though he must
keep within the £424,000 during the
current year.

MRt. GEtORGE: Nevertheless, stock could
be ordered.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Unless the first column were
retained, the Government must adopt the
old practice whiebh had landed them in
trouble to-day, and order without autho-
rity. That it was not proposed to do. If
the schedule stoed, the Commissioner
could order rolling-stock up to £700,000,
or £1 50,000 over and above the quantity
already ordered; but during the current
15 months he must keep his expenditure
within £400,000. That showed the
urgent necessity of retaining the first and
second columns, the country and the
Minister being committed to a certain
expenditure. The only debatable item
in the schiedule was the Midland Work-
shops. Were these to cost £200,000 or
£2400,000 ? Let the Committee decide the
total cost in the first column, and the
Minister for Works would soon state the
amount which Should be entered in the
second column.

HoN. F. H. PIESSE:- After the
Premier's remarks, there should be little
difficulty iii arriving at an understanding;
for though the Government had said th ey
would enter their protest against the
elimination of the first two columns, it
was for the Committee to decide on what
course should be taken. There was force
in -what was Said by the Commissioner of
Railways. If £2600,000 worth of rolling-
stock had been ordered, there should be
authority.

THE ColnissioNxn OF RAILWAYS:
The present government had not ordered
it.

How. P. HI. PIESSE: The difficulty
could be overcome by putting th at amount
in the second column. Instead of bring-

ing down an estimate for £424,000, let it
be £650,000, not confining the Govern-
ment to 15 months. The Committee
would then allow the Government to
expend the money, once it was raised, in
w a time they pleased, In this matter
he was with the Government, and would
help them to get the amount which must
be found for the equipment of the rail-
ways. The Minister's difficulty was com-
prehensible. He would be doing what
had been done in the past.

THE CornxissioNxl OP ALAS
How would the hon. member deal with
"Rails and Fastenings "?

HON. F. H. PIE SSE: The item" Ral
and Fastenings " had not been reduced
to the same extent as " Additions and
Inmprovemuents "; because, as appeared in
the second column, £212,000 was required
for the former item, and the goods had
evidently either been ordered or were
about to be ordered;i therefore, until the
stock arrived in the oountry it was impos-
aible to carry ou t th e relIaying of the road
as proposed; consequently provision bad
been made for £159,000 only in that
item, " Additions and Improvements,"
which was sufficient to carry on the
works for fifteen mouths, the X31l8,000
in the first column not being required in
that period, the Commissioner himself
having pointed out it would be distri-
buted over three years. Hence the pro-
cedure followed should have been diamet-
rically opposite to what was found in the
schedule. The £212,000 for rails and
fastenings in the second column had been
put there so that the rails might be
ordered, and that was the authority
which the Commissioner required for
rolling-stock also; consequently those
who recommended this change had pro-
rided only £159,000 for - Additions and
Improvements." This would work out
right for the period over which the work
was to extend; but the Minister ought
to have increased the rolling-stock item
ini the secdnd column to £618,000 or
X 620,000, for authority was necessary to
order all the rolling-stock, though some
of it might not be delivered for two years.
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But why the Committee should agree to the
first two columrnns,oommittivg the House to
such works as the Midland Workshops to
the extent mentioned in those columns,
was not apparent. The first two columns
should be eliminated, and the alterations
hke had Suggested made in the remaining
columns.

Tim PREMIER: Why?
How. F. H. PIESSE:- Because Parlia-

ment would not comm it itself at the
present time to raising three and a half
millions.

Tnn COLONIAL TREASURER: Parlia-
ment had been committed to that when
the first payments -were made.

THE CO MMISSIONER OF RAIL- I
WAYS: The last speaker (Hon. F. 1R.
Piesse) confined himself to the rolling-
stock item only, and suggested that item

mig ht have been left as it stood in the
Bill last night. In the samne wvay, all
the other votes might have been left
untouched, and the result would have been
the original Bill. If in the first column
"Rails and Fastenings, £265,000," were
struck out and £212,000 substituted, 60
miles of the 100 miles of rails and fasten-
ings required for the completion of the
eastern goldields line could not be
ordered until the House met in July
next; and three years must elapse before
the relaying of that line could be com-
pleted.

MnL. GEORGE: Had the rails been
ordered ?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: No.

Mn. GEORtGE: Thea we must wait two
years now.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Some had been ordered and
were coming forward.

Mr. GEORGE.: Then some ou order
would come within the £212,000.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: But the department would
have to keep the orders within that
amounL.

MR. GEORLGE; Certainly; but then
the expected calamity could not occur.

THaE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: What the Ministry wanted to
know was, how they could order rails and
fastenings without authority", unless they
reverted to the primitive practice which
had brought the country into difficulties
to-day. Apparently the sole object of

some hon. members was to force the
Ministry to adopt this practice of the
late Government, the ordering and con-
structing of works without authority.

HON. F. H. PIZESSE:- Pass Clause 2
and the other clauses, and get to the
schedule. There would then be a conse-
quential amendment of clause 2 when the
schedule had been altered.

THE PREMIER (Hon. 0. Leake):
There was a slight mistake in the
additions. The total of "Harbour and
River Improvements " in the outer totals
column should be £305,500 instead of
£806,300; and the grand total of the
outer totals column should be.£2,196,4,00.

Ma. Guonos: There was another
mistake lower down. The amount of the
Coolgardie Water Scheme in the outer
totals column shoula be.£488,500 instead
of £488,700, these errors waking a differ-
ence of £1,000 in the total of the Bill.
So much for carefuil d~rafting!

TH3E PREMIER: There had becn
only a few minutes for drafting; so it
was hardly fair to say that.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 3 to 6, inclnsive-agreed to.

DISCUSSION ON SCHEDULE AND ITEMS.
Schedule (first column showing am ou nt

of item, second the total for each group
of works, third showing amount required
to be expended to 30th September, 1902,
and fourth showing total for each group):

HON. F. H. PIESSE moved:
That the two first columns be struck out.
MR. W. S. GEORGE: Was it under.

stood that the a.mounts in the scheduk
could not be increased ?

THE Pnnxixn: That was so.
MR. GEORGE: That placed one in

rather a quandary.
THE CHAIRMAN: The figures could be

transposed from one column to another.
Mn. TEESDALE SMITH: If thE

amount for rolling-stock were increased
from £424,000 to £742,000, which waE
the original amount, that would increasE
the total of £2,197,000.

THE CHAIRMAN: The total of the
second Column could not be increased.

ME. TEJESDALE SMITH: How waw
it possible to increase the item " rolliug-
stock"- from £424,000 to £742,000 ? Ii
could not be done by striking out the
first column.

[ASSEMBLY.] in CommUiee.
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HON. F. H. PIESSE: The Committee
might allow the first two columns to
stand, and strike out the last two
columns: that would give an opportunity
of increasing the vote for rolling-stock.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS wished to explain the item " Addi-
tions and improvements to opened lines."
The member for the Williams (Hon. F.
H. Piesse) had stated that the item had
not been reduced to the amount antici-
pated, and that £150,000 was enough
for improvements to opened lines during
the next 15 months. For five years the
lion. member for the William spent on
additions and improvements to opened
lines £800,000 a year, yet for the next
year the amount Was to be £1 50,000,
and of that sum £75,000 had been mort-
gaged, leaving only £75,000 for additions
and improvements to opened lines.

MRt. W. J. GEORGE: But the-Govern-
ment were going to put the brake on!

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The hon. member knew that
£05,000 for additions and improvements
to opened lines was ridiculous. The
Government had already works in hand
in connection with improvements to rail-
ways, and the account was overdrawn to
the extent of £,25,000. There was the
Boulder duplication, four miles, which
was originally to cost £40,000; now it
was to cost £P70,000.

MRt. GEORGE: That was said last
night.

THE; COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Until the hon. member under-
stood, be would continue to say it.

MRt. J. M. HOPKINS: The Commis-
sioner had a big job on, then.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: There was an amnount of £30,000
excess expenditure in connection with
the Boulder railway which had to come
out of the vote of P£150,000, and the
estimate for relaying the 160 miles of
line was £40,000. The Government
proposed to do half that work during the
year, which would amount to £20,000 .
Adding these items together, it would be
found that they amounted to £275,000,
which was to come out of the £160,000;
therefore there was £75,000 left for
additions and improvements to opened
lines, yet the leader of the Opposition for
the last five years had spent £300,000
a year under that head.

Mx. W. J. GEORGE: It was no use
saying what had been done in the past.
It was admitted that the previous Com-
missioner bad expended £300,000 a year,
but the country got something for the
money besides bad debts. Why should
the present Commissioner object to have
only £,75,000 when the Government said
they wished for time to look into these
matters; therefore.£75,000 could be given
to the Gdovernment while they considered
the question.

HON. F. H. PIESSE: There was a
difficulty in regard to the amendment he
had moved. The better course would be
to withdraw the amendment and move to
strike out the last two columns. He
wished to overcome the difficulty in regard
to increasing items, and if the two first
columns were struck out the amounts
could not be increased.

THE CHAIRMAN: The Committee
had already agreed, in Clause 4, to the
amount of the Loan Bill as £3,500,000.
That amount could not be exceeded; but
the Committee could vote up to that
amount in the schedule. Therefore the
items in the two second columns could be
increased.

MR., W. J. GEORGE: Could the amounts
be reduced also?'

THE CHAniRiXA: They could.
MR. F. WILSON: If the two first

columns were struck out, the Committee
would be exactly where they were last
night. What course were we going to
adopt? Let some definite course be
decided upon. It was suggested last night
that the Bill be reprinted, and now we
were no farther forward.
'HON. F. H. PIESSE: Now that the
Chairman 'had' stated that the Committee
would be in order in increasing the items

Iin the last two columns, he (Mr. Piesse)
would adhere to his original amendment.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: It
would be well for the Committee to do
what he had suggested last night, namely
cut down the amounts in the first two
columns. The Committee hail before

1them the Government estimate of what
was really required.

MR. R. SPIEIGHT: If the Committee
voted the amounts mentioned in the first
column, we would be committed to the
expenditure mentioned therein, and there
were several items that he did not view
with favour. He realised the position the
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Commissioner of Railways was in, that he
must have something inlhand to pay for
rollinig-stock and for rails and fastenings.
It was, essential the Commissioner should
have something to enable him to go on
till September, 1902.

Amendment (Hon. F. H. Piesse's) put,
and a division taken with the following
result:-

Ayes ... ... ..-. 21
Noes.. . . 15

Majority for ... 6

AYES.
Mr. Butcher
Mr: Diamuond
Mr. Doherty
Mr. Gectre
Mr. Gordon
Mr. I=yar
Mr. Hicks
Mfr Tihbns
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Nanson s
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Qulau
Mr. Eson
Mr. Sayer
Mr. Smith
Mr. Speight
Mr. site
Mr. Thomas
Mr. Throssell
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Jacoby (Teller).

Mr. Gregory
Mr. THastle
Mr. Holmes
Mr. Hopkins
Mr. Iioigworth
Mr. Johnaon
Mr. Kiugimill
Mr. Laks
Mr. Moorhead
Mr. Oats.
Mr. Raid
Mr. Beside
Mr. Wallace (Teller).

Amendment thus passed, and the first
two columns (showing total amounts
required for works) struck out of the
schedule.

HON. F. H1. PIESSE farther moved:
That the words heading the third and fourth

columns, "Amount required to be expended to
30th September, 1902," be struck out.

Tan PREMIER: Perhaps under the
circumstances the Commitee would prefer
that the Government Should withdraw
the Bill. Perhaps when the Committee
came to reconsider the matter, and the
Government were in a position to give
them some particulars and had brought
down the Loan Estimates, they would
see the Government were only affirming
the principle which had been affirmed by
Parliament in the past. The Bill could
be reconsidered after the adjournment
(for the holidays). He saw very little
chance of getting the Bill through to-day
in this Chamber, and he did not suppose
there was any chance of getting it through
the Council. The Committee had better
agree that the Bill be withdrawn, or
rather that progress be reported and leave
given to sit again after the adjourn-
ment.

HoN. F. H. PrESSE: It would be a
mistake to withdraw the Bill at this
stage, because the Committee were quite
agreed up? to a certain point. Members
were willing to find £2,500,000. and now
members were only following out the
course suggested by the Treasurer him-
self, that of cutting down the total
amount to the sum the Committee con-
sidered it should he cut dlown to.

THE Pxnn:t That was not the
suggestion of the Government. The sug-
gestion was made by the hon. member
the leader of the Opposition.

How. F. H. PIESSE: The Treasurer
suggested, in the first instance, that if
the Committee did not agree to any of
these items and were of opinion that any
item should be struck out or reduced,
no one would be better pleased than him-
self.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER:- The whole
thing had been struck out by the amend-
ment.

HoN. F. H. PIE SSE: It would be
better to adopt the suggestion made. If
the Government would agree to go on
with the Bill as proposed, the Committee
would be able to get through the work.

Tas CoLonitz, TREASURER: Members
must take the responsibility of their
action.

How. F. H. PIESSE; Members were
ready to take that responsibility.

MR. Ghoaoz; - That was what mnembers
were present for; to take their responsi-
bilities.

MR. A. J. DIAMOND:. Speaking for
himself and for new members in regard
to the consideration of this schedule, he
desired to say the Government would
receive every fair consideration. There
would be no factious opposition. He
fully agreed with what the leader of the
Opposition had said. He crossed the
Rouse just now with the idea that he
was doing what the Treasurer wanted.

How. F. H. Pmissg: Members were
only doing their duty to the country.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: The leader
of the Opposition was factious all the
time.

Box. F. H. PIESSE: Nothing of the
kind, and the remark was -very unfair.
The Treasurer knew there was a desire to
give the Government all the money neces-
sary. What one objected to was the
procedure adopted, and not the amount.

[ASSEMBLY.] in Caminiitee.
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Members were acting, as theywrbeas
the Treasurer himself stated a few days
ago he would be willing to have the
items cut down. We ought to go on
with She Bill.

MR. J. GARDIN ER: Would some-
body tell the Committee what was wanted,
and then mnembers would try to get it.

MR. W. J. GEOR4E: -the Minister
should state the amount wanted.

MR. GARDINER: Time bad been
wasted nd no farther progress made.

A ME~miBss: The words referred to
should be struck out.

Amendment put and passed, aud the
words (heading of columns) struck out.

Item 2-Meuzies - Leonora Railway
(second and final instalment), construc-
tion, £83,7~00:

MR. TEESDALE SMITH desired to
move to reduce the amount of Item 2
from £88,700 to £43,700.

Mal. W. 3. GEORGE: flow could mem-
bers as a self-respecting Committee go on
with the Loan Bill, when the responsible
officer of His Majesty had asked permis-
sion to withdraw the BillP

TH. PREMI 1R: Nothing of the kind.
He wished to know whether the Commit-
tee desired that such a course should be
adopted. There was no such motion
before the House.

THF OHAUSMAX: It Was Merely a su1g-
gestion.

THE PREMIER: Inasmuch as the
Government hbad not been able, during
the course of the. debate, to ascertain the
views of hon. members, probably the
Committee would, now we had come to
the details of the schedule, appreciate
the Government proposals when they
were made senut%l.

'MR. 3. M. HOPKINS: One was going
to suggest that the Chairman should call
the individual items, the same as was the
case with the clauses of the Bill, and that
they should not be all1 passed at a, time.

THE CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
wished to speak to Item No. 1, let him
do so.

Mx. HOPKINS said he did not desire
to speak against Item 1, but there might
be others in regard to which he might
wish to speak.

MR. TEESDALE SMITH repeated
that he desired to refer to Item 2. He
feit the same as the member for the
Boulder felt last night, for he found that

when he wanted to speak it was too late,
and some things were skipped over. If
Item 2 were cut down by £40,000, the
Engineer-in-Chief would, in his (Mr.
Smiith's) opinion, have quite sufficient
money to complete this railway as far as
Leonora. Knowing something of this
district, he could conscientiously say the
sum of .£33,700 should finish the line. A
contract was offered to the tGovernment
some six months ago to build this railway
for £20,000. If the Government got
£4M,700 voted, over and above the
X20,000 voted as the first instalment,
they would have ample money to Carry
the work out.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER:
How much money had the Government
before P

MR. TEEDSDALE SMITH said he
did not know, but if the Government had
not a shilling before, £40,000 would finish
the contract. He moved, as an amend-
ment:-

That the amount of the item be reduced to
.£43,100.

A, MEMiBER: How many miles was the
railway F'

Mn. TEEDSDALE SMITH: Eight
wiles.

MR. W. J. GEORGE: One would like
to ask the Minister for Works how much
money had already been spent.

THan MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
information was, he regretted to say, not
in his possession, but be would get it for
the hon. member.

MR. GEORGE: The uiember for Wel-
lington (Mr. Teedsdale Smith) was not
moving in this matter with any other
idea than to try to do what he considered
best for the country. If anything like
an accurate cost of ma-king the railways
by day labour could he obtained, such as
could be furnished in the ordinary way
by a contractor's accountant, we should
find the country had lost a tremendous
amount of money by carrying out works
by day labour. The department had
desired to do this work, by day labour,
owing to the fact that they could shovel
up and cover over any mistakes and loss
of money which occurred. What profits
the contractors made were secured because
the contractors knew their business.
When the work was done by day labour,
the same class of men or the same clas
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of work as would be got by a contractor
was not obtained.

A MEMBER: They did not get the same
wages.

MR. GEORGE: One was not speaking
of the rank and file. The navvy who
wvent to work was practically the same
whether he worked for the 0-overumnent,
or was employed by a private con-
tractor; but the contractor bad a number
of responsible men to whom he paid
a salary comimensurate with their brains
and experience. These men acted on
their own initiative in nearly every
instance, whereas in the case of the Gov-
ernment there was so much referring back
and consultation, that money was fiddled
away. The contractor made his money
by rapid decisions and by giving speedy
effect to his decisions. There was not a
line in this country or in any of the
States in which he had lived that was
carried out by a Government Department
without there being certain omissions
and errors. If such errors and omissions
occurred in the case of work done by
contract, they became the subject of
settlement with the contractor at the end
of his job. All conditions and points
of the settlement were consider-ed in the
final certificate. Where was the final
certificate which showed any errors com-
mitted under the day-labour system?'
Under day labour the whole thing was
covered up and buried; and there was no
investigation or inquiry until the sum
total of the cost was made known, and
then we were told of engineering difficul-
ties. In the case of contractors, such
things as engineering difculties were not
allowed even to be mentioned. He had
been informed that £60,000 had been
spent on the line already, making a total
cost of £2 143,000-for what ? For 80
miles of line. The construction could
have been done for considerably less by
contractors. Nearly £150,000 was to be
spent on a fad of Government day -
labour, whereas the line might haveI
been built for £40,000 or £50,000 less.
Perhaps the saving could have been
greater still. The contractors would have
got their profit out of the traffic. It
would have been a great benefit to the
people concerned had the line been built
by a contractor and had that contractorI
been permitted to run traffic, for it
would have saved the people a great part

of the very heavy cost of carriage. There
was the Niagara dam. The contract for
that was let for something under £20,000,
but the eventual cost of it was nearly
X46,000. The reason for the increase of
cost was to be found in the detective
plans. An effort had been made to
centralise a matter whichi ought to have
been settled on the spot. HeJ had seen
the papers in connection with the dam,
and these seemed to him to show that
the engineer in charge of the work had
been simply swathed in red tape. While
the engineer was considering matters in
the official fashion, the contractor had
orders to do work, and he did work and
charged for it, and a great deal of it
proved useless.

Mn. MOOBREAD: The Boulder dupli-
cation was a much better example of the
results of departmental day-work.

MR. G. TAYLOR: Having been
absent during part of the debate, he had
heard only the conclusion of the remarks
of the member for the Murray (Mr.
George). If hon. members knew the
urgency of the railway to Leonora and
Mt. Malcolm they woulid have felt more
disposed to increase the vote than to
reduce it. The district to be served by
the line was one of the most important in
Western Australia, from a gold-muinling
point of view. In addition to Mt. Malcolm,
there was Mt. Morgans, one of the most
flourishing mining centres of the State.
There was also Laverton, which had a per-
fect net-work of mines within a distance
of three, five, and nine miles on either
side of it. Beyond that there was unknown
country, which there was reason to believe
was well worthy of the attention of pros-
pectors. New finds were being made
every day. At about a distance of IS
miles fromr Laverton there was one of the
most promising spots, from a gold-mining
point of view, to be found in Western
Australia to-day. About SO or 40 claims
owned by prospectors were thiere. The
reefs were certainly small, but the aver-
age output of the field up to date had
been something like 4oz. or 6oz. to the
ton. It was the duty of the Committee
to endeavour to facilitate matters for
people in the back country. Every right-
thinking person would consider the Com-
mittee was acting wrongly if it reduced
this vote. If it were possible by any
means to let the item stand and complete



Loan Bill (No. 8); [18 JULY, 1901.] in Commnittee. 498

the railway without jeopardising the
finatnces of the country, the line should cer-
tainly be carriedonto Laverton. He would
strongly' oppose the reduction of the vote.

Tan PREMIER: It was not the inten-
tion of the Government to support the
amendment.

MR. TEESDALE SITH: The esti-
mate of the Engineer-in-Chief, he would
like to explain to the member for Mt.
Margaret (Mr. G. Taylor). was £2,40,000
without rails and fastenings. That line
could he built for P120,000, including
the cost of rails and fastenings. He was
talking on a subject of which he knew
something. He had built many such
lines as would answer the requirements
of the Mount Margaret district, the
Laverton disti-ict, and similar mining
centres, and answer them quite as well
as the expensive line contemplated under
this Bill. It was with the object of
facilitating the provision of railway, com-
munication for outlying districts that he
wanted the item reduced. The amount
of the reduction could be put into rolling-
stock. He did Dot suppose for one
moment that the taking off of £40,000
would stop the building of the ine to
Leonora. If the item were struck out
altogether, the line would still be built.
He had advocated from start to finish
that every mining centre of any import-
ance should have railway connection. It
was not necessary to build an expensive
line. The requirements of these places
would be well served by lines costing
from £1,000 to £1,200 a wile, including
rails and fastenings.

Mu. D. J1. DOHERTY: The under-
standing last night was that members
should facilitate the passing of the Bil.
He would suggest taking the opinion
of the Minister for Works as to this
item of X80,000. If the Minister said it
was required during the ensuing twelve
months, the amount should be given
h im.

Ms.. TrEBDALE SMITH: The Govern.
went wanted three and a. half millions.

MRt. DOHERTY: Why not facilitate
business? If the Minister for Works
would give the Committee his assur-
ance that the amount was necessary for
the period which the Bill was supposed
to cover, that should suffice, and members
should lend their assistance in getting
the Bill through.

THE: MINISTER FOR WORKS
(Hon. W. Kingsmill) : The estimate
for this line, which he believed was
maode by the Engineer-in-Chief, was
correct. Of course, some hon. members,
like the memher for Wellington (Mr.
Teesdale Smith), had given their private
opinions on the estimates of the Engineer-
in-Chief. He, personally' , saw no reason
to distrust his officer; and he intended
loyally to abide by the advice of that
gentleman so long as be occupied the
position of Minister and Mr. O'Connor
occupied his present position. As Minister
he had therefore much pleasure in giving
the menmber for North Fremnantle (Mr.
Doherty) the assurance be asked for. It
was a matter for some regret that a ques-
tion of contract work versus day labour
should have been introduced. If this
question was to be debated at all, it
should have been when this railway was
proposed, and not at the present stage of
the proceedings.

A MEMBER: The question was mooted
when the railway was proposed.

MR. F. WILSON: The member for
Wellington (Mr. Teesdale Smith) was
perfectly right in bringing up this ques-
tion. The Committee were not bound to
accept any, estimate put before them,
even though it might proceed from the
Engineer-in-Chief and be supported and
indor-sed by 'the Minisier for Works.
The member for Wellington badl an
experience extending over half a lifetime
in the construction of public works of
this kind: perhaps his experience was
even greater than that of the Engineer-
in-Chief. If the hon. member saw an
enormous error, surely it wats his duty to
draw the attention of the Committee to
it and let it be discussed. Absolutely
lavish expenditure had occurred in the
past. That, at any rate, wats his humble
opinion. He was not. speaking of lavish
expenditure on the part of the Minister,
but of lavish expenditure in deptartmental
works, and especially on railway con-

struction by day laour. The sooner
that system was stopped the better. He
was quite with the member for Welling-
ton that railways costing probably only
half as much as those now being con-
structed would answer every purpose of
back-country settlements. If a, line such
as was built by private people desiring
railway communication were constructed
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in this ease, the same amount of money
would suffice for a much longer line; for
instance, instead of going on to Leonora,
the line could go on to the next place for
the same money. That was the only
point, be thought, which the member for
Wellington had risen to make. It did
not matter very much whether the clause
providing £40,000 for this work was
struck out or not, since the matter could
be discussed in detail when the Estimates
came down; and he hoped that hon.
members would then consider the merits
of departmental work as against the
contract system.

MR. TEESDALE SMITH: If it was
the wish of hon. members that he should
withdraw his motion to reduce the
amount, he was prepared to do so. He-
desired to state plainly that this was not
a question so much of day labour versus
contract work. What he wished to
emphasise was the mistake made by the
Engineer-in-Ohief in submitting to the
Minister a more costly line than was
warranted by thle circumstances. A much
lighter line than that proposed would
answer just as well for all practical
purposes, and could be built, as he had
already said, for little more than one-
third of the cost of the present line. He
begged leave to withdraw his amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Item passed.
Item 3-- Geraldton to Murchison Gold-

fields Railway, Cue-Na-nnine, £60,400:
MR. TEESDALE SMITH asked the

Minister for Works whether the sum of
£60,400 was for a new section of line
altogether. If it were, he considered the
25 miles to complete the line to Nannies
could be built for £30,000, and that half
the amount proposed in the Bill could
thus be saved. If a sum of £230,000
could he saved, he thought it was the
duty of the Committee to save it.

THE: MINISTER FOR WORKS; This
sum of £60,400 was not wholly for a new
section. It was to complete the section
from Cue to Tuckanarra, and to carry it
from Tuckanarra to Nannine. If the
bon. member desired it he would give
him a risumd of the work done. Felling,
clearing, and grubbing had been com-
pleted 'for a distance of 14i miles from
Cue. Earthworks hadl been completed for
about eight miles and were in progress to
a distance of 12 miles. About 20 chains

of platelaying had been done. A contract
hadl been let for 50,000 sleepers; of these
18,000 had been delivered at Cue.

Item passed.
Item 4-Additions and improvements

to opened railways, £159,000:
MR. TEESDALE SMITH : Again he

must protest against the way in which
the Government were carrying out their
works departmentally in relaying the
goldfields railway. The duplication from
Coolgardie to Kalgoorlie haid taken 15 to
18 months, and the work had been dlone
in a most extravagant manner. Ballast
used for the line was so inferior that no
contractor would allow it to come in, and
if this system was to be carried on, dupli-
cating and pulling up the line by day
work, the cost would be 25 per tent, more
than was necessary.

Item passed.
Item S - Rails and fastenings.

£2212,000:
Tnn COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS (Ron. J. J. Holmes) moved, as
an amendment:-

That the amount of the item be increased
by X53,000.
If the Committee would give the addi-
tional rails and fastenings which it was
necessary to have, he would agree to in-
crease the amount required for additions
and improvements to opened railways; be-
cause, unless that were done, the amc unt
would provide for relaying only about
half the length that was contemplated.

IMs. W. J. GEORGE: If the amount
were increased as the Commissioner pro-
posed, then the next two items must be
increased also, namely "Rails and Fasten-
ings," also " Rolling-stock," and the
amounts of theseitems might be reinstated
as originally proposed. He was not
trying to cripple the railways, which he
regarded as the permanent property of
the State, whereas the Government of the
day, whether this or any other Govern-
ment, was merely an accident of the time.
It was evident to the Committee that the
Government must have their corns cut,
and if it were necessary the Committee
must even use caustic to burn out the
corns. It would be better that the
responsible Minister should not have too
much money to spend until he was satis-
fied, by farther experience as a Minister,
that the money would he expended in a
judicious manner. In regard to the
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management of the railways, there had
evidently been something kept. back, else
why take the expenditure of loan moneys
from the general management and give
it to the Department of Public Works ?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: If the Committee decided to
abandon all these improvements proposed
in the schedule, the railways would
suffer. It was better to have rolling-
stock provided for properly working the
existing lines rather than spend money on
improvements in other directions. After
the remarks which had been made, he
asked leave to withdraw his amendment.

[A pause ensued.]I
THs COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS: As to rails and fastenings, he
understood that if the Government con-
fined themselves to the £212,000 which
was proposed to be expended up to
.30th September, 1902, they would be
in a position to order more rails and
fastenings for the relaying of the Eastern
railway. This was a work urgently
required, for at present heavy engines
were running over light rails and burst-
ing them up. If the Committee confined
the Governmntto this total of X212,000,
then the Government could not order
rails and fastenings for the other 80
miles of the Eastern railway which
required relaying, until another Loan
Bill could be introduced, some twelve
mouths hence. He might explain that
after the rails and fastenings were
ordered, twelve months would elapse in
getting them out, and another twelve
months in relaying the line. He moved
as an amendment that the amount for
rails and fastenings be increased to the
original sum, namely X265,000. The
Government would spend £212,000 or
thereabouts, as stated in the item, and
they could order tails and fastenings to
come forward for the other section.

Amendment (to increase the amount)
put and passed, and the item as amended
passed.

Item 6-Rolling-stock, £424,000:
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS, It was to be hoped the Com-
mittee now clearly understood the position.
The Government required £550,000 to
meet orders which had gone forward.
There was evidence that no rolling-stock
had been ordered for the new lines that
were being constructed;i and it was the

original intention of the Government to
order up to £742,000. If the Corn-
mittee confined the Government to this
item as it stood, X424,000 to be spent
by the 30th September, 1902, then the
Government would have to cancel some
orders that had already gone forward.
The Government estimated that they
required £742,000 to equip the railways,
and if the Committee confined the Gov-
ernment to a sum of £424,000 for this

purpoe, he was not going to order
rolling-stock to the amount of £200.000
more without authorityv from this House.
Until the Government could bring down
a Loau Bill twelve or fifteen months
hence, he could not undertake to order a
truck, an engine, or a carriage. He
now moved as an amnmndment:

That the aount of the item be increased
by.4318,0iO.

HoN. F. H. FIESSE: The Commis-
sioner of Railways said that he required
£2550,000 more to meet orders which had
gone forward for rolling-stock, so that if
the Committee now voted £600,000-

.THu COLONIAL, TREASURER: Make it
£636,000.

MR. GARDINER: That would leave
nothing for new lines.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAI-
WAYS: It would then be necessary to
take some of the rolling-stock off the
existing lines to equip the new lines.

MR. W. J. GEORGE: What was the
total amount required for the orders
going forwardP The contention of many
members was that the Government
should not spend, within the financial
year, the whole amount they were asking
for, because they could come to the
House again for a farther amount.
Members of the Committee wanted to
know why the Government should ask in
this Sill for more money than they could
spend in twelve or fifteen months.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS, As he had explained, £2110,000
was available for payment of the orders
which had already gone forward. Against
this amount, 20 Baldwin engines arrived
the other day in a steamer at Fremantle,
the cost amounting to £66,000; there
were also to arrive in July and August of
next year 15 heavy* engines, class F, to
cost £78,600; also 15 suburban passen-
ger engines, class N, to cost £45,800,
expected between now and December next;
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also 45 heavy goods or passenger engines.
class E), to cost £135,000, -expected to
arrive about the end of 1902; also 15 goods
brake-vans, to cost £20,000, expected to
arrive in March, 1902; also 500 four-
wheel goods wagons, to cost £82,000,
expected to arrive between the present
time and May next; also 250 bogie goods
wagons, to cost £86,000, expected to
arrive between September and January
next; also 40 steel louvre vans, for perish-
able traffic, to cost £012,500, expected to
arrive in October next; also 10 passenger
brake-vans, to cost £,13,200, expected to
arrive in May, 1902. The hon. member
had asked on the previous evening what
were the indents which already had gone
forward. These amounted to £267,000.
One item was for 45 locomotives, and
that was sent forward in May last; the
other items being comparatively small.

MR. D. J. DOHERTY: The position
taken by many members last night was
that the amount which the Committee
should vote for expenditure by the
Government was to cover the total liabili-
ties within the next fifteen months.
The Commissioner had now proposed to
increase the amount for rolling-stock by
£8318,000, and he was asking for a total
of £742,000 to meet that. Members
wanted to give the Government enough
money to meet their liabilities for fifteen
months. As to the future liabilities, let
the House deal with them at a f uture date.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: £660,000 worth of rolling-
stock was on order. The bulk of it was
coming to book during the present finan-
cial year, and any that did not come to
hand would be ordered in London, and
the money would have to be there to pay
for it.

Ma. W. J. GEORGE: How much did
the Minister require altogether ?

THE COMMiSSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: £550,000 to meet those liabili-
ties. If the Committee confined him to
that, be could not order any more rolling-
stock, neither could his successor do so,
until another Sill was brought down next
year-

MR. DOHERTY: How was this.£742,000
made up, then?

Tan COMMISSIONERt OF RAIL-
WAYS: If the Committee would give
him authority, he would orde- up to that
amount, aud it would come forward in

1902 and 1903. Hf the Committee dlid
not give authority, there would be no
rolling-stock coming forward in 1902 and
1903.

MR. A. J. DIAMOND: One would
like to be quite clear on the matter. Hie
understood we were committed to the
expenditure of X660,000, and that we badl
£110,000 to payr it, which meant that we
were committed to a bet expenditure of
£550,000. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways then told us it was absolutely
necessary to have other roiling-stock to
equip the new lines. This was a subject
which he (Mr. Diamond) really knew
something about. He knew of the
requirements of rolling-stock down at
Fremantle, and there would be disaster
if we took away from the rolling-stock at
present on the existing lines to equip new
lines. We bad not half the rolling-stock
we needed at the present time. Frequently
it was impossible to get merchandise away
from Fremantle; and if the Commissioner
of Railways assured him that in addition
to the £6550,000 to which we were abso-
lutely committed, be wanted to spend
£190,000 in equipping these new lines
and providing further rolling-stock which
the officers of the Railway Department
showed to be absolutely necessary. be
would vote for it.

Mn. H. DAGLISH: The Ministry
were properly contending for a very
important principle, that being that
before they sent home orders they should
have authority to incur the expendi-
ture necessary for enabling them to
do the work. We had all seen during
the last few months the loss this country
sustained through want of sufficient
rolling-stock on our railways. A large
number of our industries hua bee,, par-
tially paralysed through want of rolling-
stock . and now we had the recommendation
of the Commissioner of Railways that a
certain sum should be authorised. That
gentleman was the Minister directly
responsible to this House for the
administration of the Railway Depart-
mnent, and we should be acting unfadrly
and unjustly to the State if we refused
to give him authorisation for the full
amount he required. If the amount were
far larger than it was, he (Mr. Duglish)
would personally vote for it rather than
run the risk of seeing a. repetition of the
stagnation recently experienced.
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Ma. M. H. JACOBY: There was
another principle involved -also. If we
were going to order now for certain stock,
and the payment did not become due for
three years, it was hardly necessary for
the Committee to pass a Loan Bill for
the whole amount att the present time.

Tus PaEmiEx: We could not order
witbhout a Loan Bill.

Ma. JACOBY: Instruction might be
given in a direction different from a Loan
Bill. He himself, however, was prepared
to vote for the whole amount of rolling-
stock at the present time, because he
believed that most of the sums put down
for rolling-stock would become due, if not
at the end of the present financial year,
very shortly afterwards.

TnR OOMMISSI ONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: It was desirable he should make
himself clear. He would not, as long as
he occupied a seat on the Treasury
benches, order rolling-stock or anything
else without the authority of Parliament.

MR. R. SPEIGHT: It was absurd to
tie the bands of the Commissioner of
Railways so that he would not be able to
exercise his discretion in regard to the
expenditure of a couple of hundred
tbousand pounds on rolling-stock when
he found it necessary. He (Mr. Speight)
would certainly vote for the bigger figures
in this list, so that the Commissioner
might be able to order with the sanction
of Parliament.

Amendment put and passed.
Item 7-Railway Workshops (Midland

Junction), X169,000:
Ma. F. McDONALD moved, as an

amendment:
That the amount of .£159,000 be reduced by

£59,000.
Ma. 0. H. RASON: Whatever extent

the workshops might ultimately assume,
whether large or small, whether they
would be repairing shops, or whatever
they might be, £C159,000 at all events
should be agreed to by the Committee.
Not a penny of that amount could be
spent without a vote of the Committee
on the Annual Estimates, and surely this
amount could well be allowed to pass
without discussion. When the Loan
Estimates came down, the members
would have an opportunity of saying
how much should be spent during the
year, and whether any or nine should be
expended.

MR. W. J. GEORGE: This amend-
ment was supported by him, not with
the idea of robbing Midland Junction of
anything it had a right to expect, but
what he wanted the House to consider
was whether this money was to be taken,
by those responsible for the designs in
carrying out this work, as an authority
to proceed with designs which must
ultimately cost this country X500,000,
or would the Committee say we could
not afford that amount? When lhe
said "ultimately," he did not mean
a long distance, but a very short
distance of time-within perhaps three
or four years. There was an esti-
mnate of £20,000 for earthworks;
permanent way, X42,000; buildings,
£278,000; and machinery, £2131,000, or
as nearly as could be; the total beine
£4A71,000, of which about £50,000 had
already been spent, and £424,000 was
sought to be obtained under the present
Loan Bill. If we told the responsible
officers we could not afford half a million
of money, but could afford a certain
amount, and the officers said they could
not keep within that, the Committee would
not be unreasonable if they asked for
outside assistance in planning and carrying
out workshops which should be all that
the country would require for certainly
the next ten or fifteen years, without an
expenditure of half a million. There was
one thing in connection with the dis.
cussion of loan matters, namely that
members as a rule knew very little about
them before those matters were brought
up in the House. Ministers might know
a little more, but what knowledge they
had, they admirably disguised.

THE PREMIER: Why accuse the
present Government of that?

ME. GEORGE: The present Ministers
were like past Ministers. They were
the accident of time, bitt the country
would remain when members now living
were dead. Members had to do their
duty.

Tia v PEmnER: Let it be done fairly.
MR. GEORGE: It was being done

fairly by him. He was not casting
reflections on the Government.

Ths MINISTER TORi WoaxaS: What was
the information the hon. member wantedP

MR. GEORGE: Consideration was
given to the Ministry, for they ha~d not
been in office sufficiently long to be
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able to form anything like an accurate
judgment of their own, and they must
necessarily rely upon the estimates and
opinions placed before them by respon-
sible officers. That being so, was it
unreasonable for the Committee to say
it was not desirable they or the Ministry
should stand committed to the expendi-
ture of half a million of money?
Members felt, and he was sure the
country also felt, that we could not afford
it.

Thf. A. 3. DIAMOND: The reduction
would be supported by him, but if he.
thought that the £100,000 in the
schedule would be an indication to the
Government that the Committee approved
of the expenditure eventually of.£420,000,
he would move that the item be struck
out altogether. He believed that some
years ago the total cost of the workshops
was estimated at £180,000 or £200,000,
but now the amount was considerably
more than double that. This item of
£2278,000 on buildings alone was an
outrage on common sense.

TunE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. Kingsmill): It would be well if the
Committee were to pass some decided
opinion as to the scheme to be adopted,
as a definite opinion on the size of the
scheme should be arrived at. If on the
motion of the leader of the Opposition
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) the first two columns
of the schedule were struck out, then the
indicator asked for by the member for Fre-
mantle (Mr. Diamond) would not appear.
Personally he would much like the
Committee to express an opinion as to
the scope of the scheme. The scheme
now before the Committee had been con-
sidered necessary for the requirements of
the Railway' Department by all the experts
who had been consulted. -gentlemen like
Mr. Aspinall, Mr. Allison Smith, Mr.
Campbell, Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Wybert,
and the Chief Mechanical Engineer, Mr.
Rotherham.

Ma. DIAMOND: Mr. Aspinall was a
splendid authority on the squandering of
money.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course it was these little private expres-
sions of opinion the Ministry desired to
elicit: in the bulk they were very useful.
Some hon. members, like the memnber for
South Fremantle (Mr. Diamond), might
not considertlie experts worthyof credence.

On the other hand, those members who did
regard the experts as worthy of credence
might nevertheless consider that the
scheme proposed by them was such as
the State was not now in a, position to
afford. He hoped that the Committee
would freely give expression to their
views. If the Government proceeded
with the larger scheme, and it were after-
wards found that there was necessity for
its curtailment, the country would be
landed in a lamentable waste of money.
He therefore trusted the Committe
would now let the Government know what
scope should be given to the scheme.

ME. J. GARDINER; In consenting
to withdraw the amendment moved by
him in Tespect of this item last night, he
had been badly advised, flat am end-
ment placed before the Committee a
distinct and clear-cut issue in proposing
that the item should be reduced by
£2265,000. The passing of the amend-
ment would have amounted to a direction
by the Committee that the cost of the
workshops was not in any case to amount
to as much as was proposed in the Bill;
and the Commissioner of Railways would
then have had to bring in a minor scheme.
At present there was no intimation to
the responsible officers that there must
be a complete alteration of the scheme.
As it was, those officers might spend the
£159,000 and then come later with a
demand for the balange of £424,000,
saying, " The workshops are useless
unless we get the rest of the estimate."
He would if necessary stonewall the
item, which in the present state of the
finances should certainly not exceed
£159,000.

MR. W. J. GEORGE: Including equip-
ment?

MR. GARDINER: Yes. The time
might come, of course, when the Govern-
ment would be justified in erecting shops
costing £424,000; but that time was
certainly not the present and was not
likely to be in the near future. He would
like to move as an amendment that the
shops be called, not " Railway Work-
shops," but " Railway Repairing Shops.'
and that their total cost should not
exceed £2159,000.

MR. R. SPEIGHT: The plans which
had been got out were undoubtedly on a
very large scale. It was not always
necessary to carry out such large plans in
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their entirety right away: they could in the
first instance be carried out partially in
such a manner as to admit of extension
from time to time as the traffic to be
accommodated increased. The officers
concerned should be instructed to adapt
their works to the requirements of the
traffic for the time being; and until the
.farther sanction of Parliament bad been
obtained, they should not be permitted to
assume that, having got £160,000 in
round figures, they would get the balance
of £260,000. The sum, of £160,000
judiciously expended would afford all the
accommodation required for years to come.
It would be unwise to tie up money, by
voting the whole amount of £424,000 for
eventual expenditure on the workshops.

Tax@ INISTER FOR WORKS: In
supplement of his previous observations,
bie desired to say that the amount of
£159,000 appearing on the schedule was
for expenditure during the next 15 months.
Of that amount, £269,000 was for tools,
and £90,000 for buildings, permanent-
way, and other improvements of that
sort. This expenditure would enable a
great portion of the railway repairs to be
done by the department at the end. of the
15 months. There appeared to have been
some misunderstanding on the previous

eeigwith regard to the scope of the
shm.It was never contemplated, even

with an expenditure of £414,000, to build
shops to construct locomotives. It was
only intended to erect locomotives, though

poiinhad been made for the con-
srcinof carriages and trucks. Never

at any time had there been anl intention
to manufacture locomotives. The Public
Works Department, until otherwise mn-
structed, would look on the amount of
£159,000 as an instalment towards the
£424,000 scheme. He wanted to know
whether or not it was the desire of the
Committee that the £424,000 scheme
should he carried out. One hon. member,
he understood, was anxious that details
of the minor scheme should be laid before
the Committee. That was somewhat
unreasonable. The larger scheme was
the result of practically years of thought,
and it was absurd to ask the officers of
his department to elaborate a scheme to
cost £250,000 or £200,000 or £150,000.
in the few short hours which had elapsed
since the Committee rose last night. That
was absolutely out of the question. Cer-

tainly, the departmental offcers were theite
to do whatever Parliament might wish
them to do, and if the Committee would
fix a limit to the amount to be expended on
these workshops, the task of his depart-
ment would be to expend the money to the
best advantage. He would ask the Com-
mittee now to state the limit, because on
that limit depended the manner in which
the department would attack the work.
It would be plain to the member for the
Murray (Mr. George), the member for
North Perth (Mr. Sp~ight). and other
hon.- memabers possessed of practical know-
ledge, that the department must know
exactly what they were going to do before
they began to make their plans.

TaxE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Ron. J. J. Holmes): It was
desirable the Committee should get
on with the Bill. The amendment of
the member for Cockburn Sound (Mr.
McDonald) might he withdrawn, and
some private member could move on an
early date that in the opinion of the House
the cost of the Midland Junction work-
shops should not exceed £2200,000 or
£160,000, as the case might be. In the
meantime the Minister for Works would
hold his hand.

Mn. D. J. DOHERTY. An amend-
ment that the item sh ould read -1Comple-
tion of Workshops at Midland Junction,"
would settle the whole matter right
away.

MR. U. H. RASON: The Committee
were being asked to take an altogether
unfair view of this matter. It had
required years of study and inquiry for
the Government, through their advisers,
to arrive at the decision that workshops
to cost a certain amount were required;
and now the Government asked the
Committee, without any data whatever,
and on not more than a few hours' con -
sideration, to say that the scheme was not
necessary, and that the total expenditure
on the scheme should be limited to so
much. This was absurd, How could
the Committee, in the absence of any
information on the subject, fix the groper
amount to be spent on the erection of
workshops affording the requisite extent
of accommodation? Whatever amiount
might appear on the Loan Bill schedule,
not one penny could be expended until
the Estimates came down. That was one
safeguard for the Committee. Another
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'safeguard would be found in adoptingj
the idea of the member for the Murray
(Mr. George), to appoint a commission to
inquire into the building and equipment
of the shops at Midland Junction. To
ask the Committee without any farther
information whatever to disregard the
opinions of the best experts the State
had been able to find, both in Australia
and in England, was asking altogether
too much. The Committee should deal
with this matter in a fair manner.
Whatever amounit was left in the schedule,
not one penny could be spent without
farther authority.

Mn. DoHERTY: The work could be
carried on for two years with £100,000.

MR. RASON: So long as there was no
limit to the total expenditure, he would
be quite satisfied with that. Hon. mem-
bare were not at present committing the
country to any expenditure, and the
country was not yet committed to any
total for the shops. All that was asked
for just now was authority to borrow
£2150,000 for the purpose of building
workshops. Whatever scheme might be
adopted, surely that amount was neces-
sary.

MR. F. McDONALjD: The interests
of Midland Junction had not been spoken
against by him. The member for Guild-
ford, apparently, had no other idea but
to speak for Midland Junction.

MR. RisoN: To speak for the State.
MR. McDONALD: The State was

not in a position to spend £424,000
as proposed in the original Bill. He was
prepared to withdraw his amendment
and let the amount stand as in the
amended Bill, atze£159,000. He relied on
the information given to the Committee
by the member for North Perth (Mr.
Speight) and the member for the Murray
(Mr. George), who knew what they were
talking about on a question like this. By
leave of the Committee he would withdraw
his amendment.

MR. J. J. HIGHAM: The assurance
of the Minister for Works, backed by
that of the Commissioner of Railways,
should satisfy the Committee. So far as
the Fremantle members were concerned,
they recognised that the workshops must
go from Frenmantle; and while there
might be differences of opinion as to
the most suitable site, the matter would
not be dealt with in a parochial spirit.

There was one serious question to be
considered. Were we to erect manu-
facturing shops, costing about half a
million, or were we to erect, at a cost of
say X200,000, repairing shops which
would answer all the demands of the
State's railway system for years to comeP
This was the question members should
insist on having settled once and for all.
In his opinion there was no necessity,
even with this State's large railway
system, for works costing anything like
half a million.

THE PREMIER: If this item were
passed, the Government would hold their
hand and not anticipate by expending
money on the work until Parliament had
had an opportunity of declaring whether
the larger or the smaller scheme should
be adopted. After that assurance, no
doubt the amendment would not be
insisted upon.

The mover again asked leave to with-
draw the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
MR. D. J. DOHERTY: Would the

Government say whether it was in-
tended to remove the machinery from
Fremantle ?

ThE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ques-
tions involving consideration should not
be asked without notice. He eudeavoured
to come to the House with information,
but he did not expect to be attacked
with questions of this sort.

Ma. W J. GEORGE: From what the
Minister for Works had said, he under-
stood that £e60,000 worth of tools were
included in this amount. Had any portion
of the £260,000 worth of toos been
ordered already ?

Tax MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
portion of the £60,000 worth of tools had
been ordered, so far as he knew. The
Government were holding back the indent
for £140,000 worth of tools, and if the
Committee took- any action towards
reducing the scheme, the indent would
have to be very considerably reduced :
the Government could not be blamed for
withholding the indent. In the first place,
the Government haod no moneyv to meet
the account with, nor bad the Govern-
ment authority to incur the expenditure,
neither did the Government know whether
Parliament would wish the scope of the
scheme to be somewhat less than was
foreshadowed in the indent for tools.
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Mnt. W. J. GEORGE: Were any tools
which had been obtained in farmer years
and lying at Fremantle included in this
amount ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
information could not be given without
inquiry being made.

Mit. F. WILSON: With regard to the
indent for tools, a motion was passed that
tenders be called within the State for
anything required. If tenders were called
locally, members would have an oppor-
tunity of criticising the class of tools asked
for and the amount of money expended.
it wouldalso be found that the tools
could be obtained cheaper and better than
by sending home in the ordinary way for
them.

THEf MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
the case of the indent that had been pre-
pared, he regretted that a. large amount
of ear-marking had been done; and it
baying been pointed out this was an un-
desirable practice, the Cabinet decided
that this ear-marking should not hold
good. Personally, he desired to see, for
all the requirements of the State, the
greatest cornpetition, compatible with the
supply of good, durable articles.

HoN. F. H. PIESSE: It would be a
mistake to adopt the course mentioned by
the Minister. There was not the slightest
doubt that in many instances it was
necessary to procure up-to-dlate tools,
which could only h e obtained from certain
makers. If tenders were called for, it
was only a question of commission,
because the tools must be obtained from
men of repute. If the officers of the
department suggested that a certain tool
would be of advantage to them in their
work, it was false economy to call for
tenders and force the officers who were
responsible for recommending the tool
to be obtained to take an article which
was not so suitable for their work.
'Fenders should be called locally as far
as was possible. With regard to the
ear-marking, that was a practice which
was of great advantage- Before the ear-
marking took place, tenders were called
for in England, and the result waa that
to-day there were numbers of different
types of engines and machines in the
State which had caused a large expendi-
ture for repairs, whereas if the advice of
the responsible officers had been followed,
the country would have received better

articles, and money would have been
saved. In regard to the Junction Work-
shops, if the Committee were to cut down
the estimates in regard to those shops,
which in a measure appeared to be the
desire-and, as he said the other evening,
£4A24,000 seemed to be a large amount-
it would be false economy to limit the
expense in this direction so as to prevent
the responsible officers carrying out their
wish in regard to the materials and tools
they required. There were labour- saving
machines which cost a lot of money, and
there were certain types of machines
which were better than others; therefore,
the opinions of the mlen who had to use
these machines should be taken.

Tan MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There were such things as specifications,
and if a certain type of machine were
wanted, it was very easy to specify that
type of machine. The system of tender
was good for the reason that if a patent
machine was required, the patentees
could tender for it or were in a better
position to tender than anyone else.
The practice in England had been that
certain firms of repute, goods supplied by
whom could be relied upon, were recom-
mended by the engineer as fit and proper
persons to tender for certain works, and
it was absolutely known to the officers of
the Government within a, hair's breadth
what the cost would be. Mr. Uarruthers,
the engineer in England, was a careful
man. There were from six to twelve
firms in England who would tender for
the articles requir 'ed.

Mn& W. 3. GEsonon: Sixty firms could
tender for some machines.

THE INISTER FOR WORKS: It
was not conducive to the public good for
any indents to go to England bearing on
the face of them that the goods were to
he procured from a certain firm; and as
long as he occupied the position be did,
he would not agree to the practice.

Mna. A. J. DIAMOND: As a commer-
cal man, from his experience in the past,
even when certain articles were ear-
marked, large houses dealing in those
goods, if allowed to tender, could make
their commission and supply the goods
cheaper to the Government than the
price now being paid for the articles.
All goods requ ired shbould be tendered for.

TH1u MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The member for South Fremautle did
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not quite appreciate the gravity and
seriousness of the position. In many
instances these indents did not contain a
request that the article should be manu-
factured by such and such a firm; but
that it should be procured from a certain
firm.

MR. DIAMOND: That was worse still.
MR. F. WILSON: No matter what

the terms of the specifications were, the
Government could just as easily call for
tenders within the State. If the Gov-
ernment required a Huiston planing
machine, for instance, then it could be
obtained in Australia ; and the same
thing occurred in regard to patent lathes
and boilers. If an indent was sent to
London, the officers there did not bother
to go outside and obtain a machine from
Rolston: they simply placed the order.
He did not know whether there were
any commissions attached to these things
in England-probably there were; at
any rate, the country paid the money
and got the machine. If tenders were
called locally, half a dozen persons in
Perth would tender, and a firm might
say, " Why specify Holston's machine,
when we can give you Butterworth's,
which is better?"' The Engineer-in-
Chief could be consulted, and perhaps a
better machine would thus be obtained.
But once the indent was sent to England,
the Government did not know if we were
getting the best article.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The member for the Murray
(Mr. George) had said a lot of machinery
had been imported to the. country that
was fit only for scrap iron. It was not the
system, but the officers, who were at
fault. The Government had a consult-
ing engineer in London, whose duty
was-

MR. GEoRGE: To receive comnmissions
if he could gt them.

Tax OMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: That might be a practice; but if
he (the Commissioner) was convinced
our engineer in London did that, he would
stop it, and do his best to have the
officer removed from his position. In
the meantime he was there as consulting
engineer for this State, drawing a large
salary, and it was his duty to see that
any machinery or rolling-stock ordered
was up to a certain standard, and not to
pass it and let it come out here, as the

hon. member said, for us to find it only
fit for scrap iron. It was not the system
of calling broadcast for tenders that was
at fault, but the officers responsible in
London, if they allowed rolling-stock and
machinery to come out which was not up
to the right standard. He took it that
if articles were tendered for in this State,
and merchants were prepared to execute
the orders, local inspectors would examine
the goods. As he had said, it was not
the system at fault, but the officers, if
extravagance and carelessness had gone
on in the past, as had been suggested by
some hon. members.

MR. W. J. GEORGE: It had not
been stated by him that there had been
machinery brought into this State and
thrown on to the scrap heap; but we
might draw up specifications and get 50
or 60 persons to put in their prices, and
a number of their machines would be fit
only for the scrap heap. For instance,
there was a patented machine, and after
a while there were a number of imitators.
A man who understood his business did
not go to the imitator. The leader of
the Opposition had said there were certain
machines required in these workshops
which must be obtained f rom makers of
repute. If it was open to anybody to
draw up a specification and give out'that
it should follow certain lines, it would be
open for anyone to compete, whether be
had a reputation or not.

Item passed.
Item 8-Surveys, new Lines, £10,600:
MR. R. HASTIE drew attention to

Item 8, " Surveys, new lines, X10,600."
There had been a distinct understanding
that all the money on the schedule was
for works in hand and for nothing new.
The Minister should tell the Committee
exactly what lines were to be surveyed
and how he intended to spend this sum of
£10,600.

MR. J. EWING: Before the Minister
replied, he (Mr. Ewing) desired to say
one of the railways the item applied to
was the Collie coalfields railway, because
that was a part of the Ministerial pro-
gramme. The first time the Premier
spoke, h e stated publicly that this would
be taken in hand by the Government.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. Kingsmill): It was to be regretted
that the member for Kanowna (Mr. R.
Hlastie) found so small a hole in the Bill.
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After all, a survey was a new work, but
he (the Minister) must plead that it was
a very little one. With regard to the
allotment of the money, that was a matter
for the Cabinet to decide. It was advisable
before constructing any new railways-
and he supposed new railways would have
to be eventually considered--to have the
country tested, so that authorised. data
might be given in regard to the route and
cost of construction. It was with a view
of obtaining such information this item
had been placed in the Bill. The question
had not yet engaged the consideration
of the Cabinet, but when it bad and
the Cabinet had given a decision, he
would be most happy to answer that
question.

MR. HASTIE:- Would the Minister for
Works give an assurance that the matter
would come before the House before any
money was spent?

THHF MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Government could not spend the money
before the Loan Estimates came down,
and when. the Loan Estimates were brought
forward members would be able to see in
what direction the money was going to be
expended.

MR. J. EWING: The hon. member
for Kanowna. recognised, as the Com-
mittee must, that the Government were
pledged to the survey of the Uollie
railway.

MR. DAGLISH: One would like to
ask the Minister for Works if the Com-
mittee were to take the assurance of the
membier for the South-West Mining
District (Mr. J. Ewing) as being the
assurance of the Government.

Mn. J. EWING: They were going to
take the Premier's own statement.

TusE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
One might refer the member for Subiaco
(Mr. Daglish) to the geographical position
of the member for the South-West
Mlining District.

Item passed.
Item 9-Fremiantle Harbour Works,

including Wharf Sheds, £243,000:
MR. J. GARDINER drew attention to

Item 9, " Fremantle Harbour Works,
iucluding wharf sheds, £243,000." He
would like the Minister for Works to say
whether the carriage-way the Engineer
appeared to be constructing from the
North Mole to lottnest Island would be

completed. Was it included in this
amount of £248,000?P Mein here were
beginning to feel very anxious about this
North Mole, and what was going to be
the ultimate result of the constant
washing away, and constant placing of
boulders there to try and stop that
washing away. It would seem that if we
went on at this rate, we should before
long have to dredge the Fremantle
Harbour to get rid of a lot of those
obstructions.

THiE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. Kingamill): The following works
were proposed to be carried out with the
money on the schedule :- -Stone facing
North and South quay. £9,000; North
Mole and stone, £50,000; widening
entrance to channel, £28,000. These
were the works which referred more
particularly to the construction of what
the hon. member was pleased to allude to
as the "carriage way." One would like
to tell the bon. member that the washing
away had not been of any great magni-
tude, and the Government anticipated
that as Boon as the stone facings which
were now in the course of construction
were finished, no farther washing away
would take plate.

MR. M. U. TAcOBY: What stone did
the Minister for works propose usingP

Tns MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Owing to the fact that the Darlington
Quarry, which wia recently purchased by
the Government, was not yet in a state to
supply sufficient stone for the work, and
owing also to the fact that there was great
danger from the winter storms arising, it
had been found necessary to bring 2,000
tons of atone from Collie to do the immne-
diate stonework required ; but it was
hoped that by the time this was done the
lDarlington Quarry would be in such aL
condition that the Government would be
able to obtain all the stone required,
not only for the stone facings, but also
for the construction of the round end at
the extremity of the North Mole.

Mn. A. J. DIAMOND:- With regard
to the washing away of the North Mole,
fortunately for us there was a little insect
which worked in tesea on the west coast
of this country. As soon as stones of any
description were deposited bel ow low -water
mark, that insect set to work upon theim,
and within two years all the stones were
bound together as if-they were cemented.
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That applied to everything below low-
water mark, and the washing away simply
referred to the stone above -low-water
mark. The inner part of the mole was
as solid as if it had been cemented
together. Ini his opinion this work 'was
one of the most economical in Australia.

Item passed.
Item IC--Fremautle Dock and Slip,

£10,600:
MIR. R. HASTIE moved, as au amend-

ment:
That Item 10. "Fremantle Dock and Slip,

410,600," be shoack out.
In his opinion, if we went in for this one
item, we practically became responsible
for £266,000. So far as he knew this
was a. new matter, and we had not yet
decided whether we should go in for a
dock or not. If the question came up,
lie should do his very utmost to see that
the public State of Western Australia did
not construct that dock. Works started
in future in Frenmantle should be under a
trust similar to that which had been sug-
gested in the case of the water supply.
We could not afford to go in for the
completion of the work in the near future,
and therefore he hoped the Committee
would agree to strike out the item.

MR. A. J. DIAMOND: As the amount
Jproposed to be spent would probabl be
useless, he would not oppose striking out
the item. As to the absolute necessit of
a dock at Fremantle, there could be no
reasonable doubt. The Italian ma-of-
war now at the port must have been
docked had there been a dock, and] we were
continually losing money. If, however,
the Minister said the amount proposed
was necessary for preliminary work, the
striking out should be opposed.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
This expenditure was necessary for pre-
liminaries. Some time ago, it had been
decided by the Government that, to afford
the greatest possible wharf accommno-
dation inside the basin, the dock should
be constructed either above the railway
bridges, or somewhere else outside the
basin. The site for a dock was not to be
chosen lightly, and it would be well to
agree to the item ; and even if, within the
15 months over which it was proposed to
spread the expenditure, it were decided to
hand over the harbour to a trust, it would
be well for the Government to have the

option of determining the dock site. He
opposed the amendment.

MR. DOHERTY: Theme was cause for
complaint at the reduction of the amount
from £265,000 to £10,600, though the
Minister's idea was clear. The member
for Kanowna. (Mr. Hastie) might be
informed that steamers, as well as resi-
dents on goldfields, required an annual
bath . In the absence of a dock, the
amount of money which unnecessarily
left the State was incalculable, and the
sooner there was a dock to attract custom,
the better it would be for Fremantle and
for Western Australia.

Amendment negatived, and the item
passed.

Item li-anarvon Harbour Works-
passed.

Item 12-Albany Harbour Works,
£226,500:

Mn. GEORGE: Referring to item
"Albany Harbour Works," asked for
explanation. There was no desire to run
down this beautiful watering place; but
he understood it bad been entirely ruined
by the Fremantle Harbour Works.

THE MINISTER FOR WORItKS: Part
of the sum was for dredging, which had
been completed round the entrance to the
town jetty, giving a minimum depth of
2Sft. at low water, and estimated at
218,000 cubic yards of silt. The work in
progress would give a minimum depth of
S0ft. at low water, within an extended
area, for anchorage, at a'cost for upkeep
of about £18,500 a year.

MR. h&cosy: For ever?
Titn MINISTER FOR WORKS: No;

for three years.
Item passed.
Item 14-Lighthouses, £10,600:
MR. GEORGE: Referring to "1Light-

houses £221.200," the Treasurer had
mentioned that these works would be
taken over by the Commonwealth. Evi-
dently the stores represented by this sum
had been on order for some time; it was
reasonable to expect they would soon be
here; and money should be provided to
pay for them in full.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER:
This estimate had come to him at a few
minutes past one o'clock to-day, and had
immediately been sent to the printer. The
reduced amount, £10,600, was evidently
an oversight, for the whole £221,200 must
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be paid for out of loan or out of revenue.
He moved, as an amendment:

That the amount be restored to 421,200.

MR. GEORGE: If there was money
to the credit of this vote which had been
expended, it, was fair to suppose that
money had been voted for undischarged
liabilities, the goods not having come
forward. What was the position ?

Tan COLONIAL TREASURER: The
amount originally voted was £3V,923, and
there had been expended up to 31st March
£11,042 15s. 10d. The total amount
required was £46,880; the extra amount
required was £20,000; and the balance
was discount.

MR. GEORGE: Would £46,000 be
recouped by the CommonwealthF

TRE COLONIAL TREASURER:
Yes.

Amendment--that the item be increased
by £1O,600-put and passed.

Item 15-Coolgardie Water Supply
(refund of previous reappropriation),
£488,700:

MR. HOPKINS asked whether this
refund of previous reappropriation kjas
the total of the reappropriation.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
The total was X461,000, net.

HON. F. H1. PIESbE: Much had been
heard of this 6 per cent. discount. This
was another instance where such additions
had been made, increasing the amount
from £461,000 to "48,000. Although
there was the prospect that the 6 per
cent, would not have to be paid, yet this
discount was being voted on the whole
amount of the work. Apparently the
Government were asking for an author-
isation of an anticipatory character-S
per cent. for raising the money and 3 pr
cent, discount. Lower down in the
schedule was an amount of £106,000 for
discounts, which were evidently on the
current loan. He objected to the 6 per
cent., which might not after all be
required.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: The
sumr as estimated originally, it was
expeed.al would be raised at par; con-
seqetlv the net sum must be refunded
to the Coolgardie Water Supply Scheme
in place of the money reappropriated.
There were discounts in respect of that
money, and these had been charged to
the works on which the money had been

used. In order to refund the total, the
Government must be in a position to
raise sufficient to hand over the net
amount, Ihas discount. The amount of
£2106,000 did not a~ffect the question.

HON. F. H. PinsBE: What about the
£187,000 left over from March ?

THE COLONIAL TREASURER:
The discount on raising the loan had
not originally been charged to the Cool-
gardie Scheme, on which the money
was not used, but to the works on which it
had been used; consequently, the total
amount must be refunded. For that
scheme, the Engineer-in-Chief now esti-
mated he would require at least, £2100,000
more than the original estimate of
£2,600,000; consequently, any surplus
would go towards that difference.

MR. F. WILSON: The Committee
had already voted over £2,300,000 in
respect of this schedule, and would soon
reach the three and a half millions con-
templated in the original Loan Bill.

MR. HOPKINS: Our debts must be paid.
Item passed.
Item 19-Development of Goldfields:

"Other Goldfields, including boring for
Coal and Miscellaneous, £6,400 ":

THE COLONIAL TREASURiER: This
and the following item (Public Batteries)
bad been put in hurriedly, at the last
minute; and he had found the amounts
were not sufficient to cover even the
liabilities incurred. He moved that the
amount of the first item, 'Other Gold-
fields," be raised from £6,400 to £10,600,

MR. WILSON: Was this to cover
existing liabilities, or was it a new voteP

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): "Development generally "
appeared on previous schedules, and in
this case he wished to alter the words to
"development of mining" instead of
"other goldfields," etc. He moved, as
as amendment:

That the words "Development generally"
he struck out, and " Development of Mining "
be inserted in lieu; also that the amount be
increased to X10,600.
nothing would assist the development
of the country more than systematic
boring. He had a good deal of informa-
tion on the subject, from which he
gathered that the plants now in the hands
of the Public Works Department were
all top cumbersome, since they had to
be moved about from one part of the



506 Loan Bill (No. 8): [ASSEMBLY.] in Committee.

country to another. The department
required a diamond drill capable of
boring something like 500ft., and also a
couple of band drills. He anticipated
that if the vote were passed he would be
able to get some six or seven thousand
feet of deep drilling and some four or
five thousand feet of hand drilling done.
His officers advised him, and he felt
satisfied, that there was no better method
of development. In the case of North-
ampton, a good deal of work had been
done in that district in the old days.
Of course that work was of a very
primitive nature, but it was sufficient to
satisfy one that good lead and copper
mines existed there. Wonderfully rich
ore had been found. For the last twenty
years, however. very little had been done.
An effort had been made to stimulate
mining there by the granting of bonuses;
but the bonus system was so f ra-med as
to induce people simply to "pig-root"
about, whenever they got hard-up, he
supposed, and the money was simply
wasted. The better couirse would be to
prove by boring whether minerals existed
at depth. There was also work to be done
in the 0-reenbushes district, and many
applications had come in from the gold-
fields. He was desirous of introducing
a systemi under which people who desired
to have development work done in their
district, should contribute a certain pro-
portion of the cost. If development work
were done near a town, the inhabitants
should subscribe so much if the Govern-
ment supplied the plant. There would
be no favouritism in this: no work would
be undertaken except with the sanction
of the Government Geologist. That officer
would have to approve of the work, and
the people in whose neighbourhood the
work was to) be done would have to give
some monetary aid.

MR. A. J. DI AMOND: Au increase of
this item was a, proper step, and he would

suporteit. Matters of this kind bad
bn nelced very much in the past.

The various fields bad not been properly
tested. During the past eight years it
had been stated, and by some of the best
judges of mining in the country, that
unquestionably deep leads existed in the
neighbourhood of the Great Boulder. It
was generally supposed even that Boulder
city had been built over a deep lead.
The adoption of the system advocated by

the Minister for Mines would almost
certainly result in the discovery of rich
leads on some of the eastern goldfields;
and the first of such discoveries would
amply repay the country for five years'
annual expenditure of the increased
amount.

MR. F. WALLACE: It had been
recognised for some years that the State
would have to turn its attention to the
development of low-grade mines, and it
had been shown at least thiree 'Years ago
that there was necessity for Government
aid in the development of the country's
mineral resources. The Minister for
Mines had toured various parts of the
State, principally the goldfields, and had
seen for himself that there was great
probability of settlement on the land if
the mineral resources were developed. It
was demonstrated that in many places
containing ores, not only gold-bearing
ores but ores bearing other minerals such
am lead and copper, the cost of develop-
ment work was much too great for the
working miner. Now the working miner
had appealed to the State for assistance,
and the Minister for Mines had very
readily grasped that the best form of
assistance was by a process of testing
deep leads by means of diamond drills,
and alluvial deposits by hand drills. It
was useless for the House to vote a sum
of money which was not sufficient to
carry out the scheme. Half-hearted
measures were of no avail. He observed
that the Colonial Treasurer had, since
framing the Estimates, grasped the
importance of increasing the vote. Every
member of the House, whether represent-
iug a goldfields constituency or not,
should recognise that agriculture and
mining were two industries which must
go hand in baud if the State were to
prosper; for without the one the other
could not live. It had been frequently
pointed out that the mining indus-
try provided the growers with their
market. Consequently, it was to the
interest of the agricultural representa-
tives to give aid to the mining indus-
try for the sake of the development
of the country generally. He would
particularly point out that the vote made
provision for " boring for coal and miscel-
laneous." "Miscellaneous " would apply
to the deposits of lead and copper around
Northampton. He bad never known a
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House to he more unanimous that the last
House was in expressing its desire for
the establishment of State smelters at
Geraldton. It was recognised that the
people would have to look largely to the
northern districts to contribute to the
welfare of the State. The boom days of
the eastern fields had passed, and ho
would ask hon. members sitting here now
who had sat in the last Parliament, if
they were sincere in advocating the
erection of State smelters at Geraldton,
to give the matter some support now. He
was very sorry the Colonial Treasurer had
not increased the item by at least another
£5,000. If only one diamond drill was

to e gventothe testing of deep leads.
how log gwoudi be before some districts
would get a turn? It would be years,
and people would have grown tired of
waiting for the boring plant. He would.
wove that the amount be increased.

A MEMBER: That could not be moved.
MR. WALLACE said he wouldl move

an amendment that the item be increased
to £15,000, instead of by the amount
suggested by the Colonial Treasurer.
He hoped the House would take a reason-
able view of the matter and give it the
support it merited.

MRt. A. E. THIOMAS: Itwas a pleasure
to support this item. It was necessary
that we provide an adequate sum of
money for proving ores by diamond
drilling or hand drilling, or in whatever
way was most advisable. He knew of
several districts in the State which were
prepared to find money for diamond
drilling or hand drilling, if the State
would find the drills. There were other
districts that were prepared to pay Z for
£ to have tested at greater depth leads
or reefs which had proved low-grade
with the developments already carried
out. It was important to have such leads
or reefs tested farther. He would ask
members to vote.£15,000. The Minister
had suggested £10,000 as being sufficient,
but that amount would not give an
adequate number of drills for the work to
be done. It would not allow a drill to be
sent to various places on the eastern gold-
fields, to Northampton and other dis-
tricts. He would support the amend-
ment of the member for Mount Magnet
(Mr. Wallace).

MR. J. L,. NANSON: The amendment
for increasing the amount was worthy of

support; but he recognised that the fact
of a sum of only £10,000 having been
placed on the Loan Bill schedule would
necessitate an application for a larger
authorisation at no very distant date.
The testing of mineral deposits would be
attended by good results. The district
which he bad the houcur to represent
was tied to an unproductive railway.
That railway, even if stopped to-morrow,
would still be a heavy charge on the
country in the shape of interest. Hle
contended that it would be only ordinary
business prudence to risk a moderate
expense in boring to test the mineral
deposits, if there was a prospect that
the line could be turned into a profit-
able one. There was little doubt that
the bores put down at Northampton
would prove that the lodes lived to a
depth. With the amount in the schedule,
it would, as members had said, be a
long time before some districts had a
chance of seeing anything of the boring
plant. He only regretted that we could
not make the item very much larger;
but the financial position of the country
was such that we must go slowly.
If we could get X1 0,0 00 or X15,000,
the result of the expenditure would, in
all probability, be so good that in future
loan authorisations the Committee might
decide to devote very much larger sums
to the purpose of boring and testing
minerals at depths.

ME. W. OATS: The Minister for
Mines had acted rightly in departing
from the old system of introducing boring
plants. In pioneering work hand-boring,
wbich no doubt was the system the
Minister had in mind for alluvial fields,
was one of the first things that should be
done, so that new districts might be
proved. The value of ground should be
determined before the prospector came on
to a new field, so that he would not be
sinking duffer shaft after duffer shaft.
A systematic method of boring would
show whether there was gold on a field,
and so prospectors would be encouraged
to sink in promising districts to ascertain
whether they contained payable alluvial.
The diamond drill should be used on
every goldfield, as it would he a great
help in discovering reefs at a good depth.
More than £15,000 should be expended
in this direction. Gold was what had
made the State, and too much money
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could not be spent in developing the gold
resources.

Ma. J.3., HIGHAM: Was an amend-
ment to increase the item in order?

TnE CUSIRMxAX: Yes; it was.
THE COLONIAL TREASURER:

For the sake of consistency, the amount
might be made £15,900.

Mt. J. M. HOPKINS: In a part of
Victoria where he hail lived, before the
coal mines were developed the greatest aid
the industry received was by boring
plants. The same might apply to the
coal measures of Western Australia, and
although the Collie coal which was now
being produced was not equal to Newcastle
coal it might be that there was coal at
Collie equal to Newcastle coal, and only,
awaited. development by the diamond drill.
It did net matter whether it was. coal,
gold, or copper, the best mines were
not always discovered at first: generally
the poorer mines were first opened and
the richer mines were developed at a
later period. Mlembers. would see that
boring would be the means of providing
employment for a large number of
people.

Amendment (altering words and for
increase by £4,400) put and passed.

Item 20 -Erection of Public Batterie-s,
£14.800:

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory) moved, as an amendment:

That the amount of the item be increased
by .RO,4OO0.
An amount of £,12,110 worth of work had
been promised by the late Administration,
whereas he (the Minister) had not pro-
mised a sixpence. The work in hand
should hie completed. Up till the present
time -the public batteries had not been
the success that they should have been,
and he agreed that the batteries should
be made to pay their working expenses;
if they did not, the Government would
issue instructions that they be closed
down. It was nonsense to think that a
battery should be carried on at a loss
from week to week and month to month.
The trouble had been that although the
Government had been recommended that
a battery should be stopped until orders
were sent along, the batteries had been
kept open. Only to-day he (thle Minister)
had given instructions that unless suffi-
cient ore was in hand to keep a battery

1 going for a month, a certain battery
Ishould. be stopped until there was suffi-
cient stone to keep the battery going for
the time he had mentioned. The public
batteries had done good work up to the
present time. They had turned out over
£200,000 worth of gold, most of which
had gone into the hands of the pros-
pectors. By means of these batteries
many hundreds of thousands of pounds
had been brought into the State. Be
would instance two cases, Mount Higgins
and M'ount Daly, both having been
proved by the public batteries, and
in other places where prospectors had
been able to show good. results by
crushing a good body of ore, capital
had been induced to come into the coun-
try. It was not his intention to allow
the batteries 'to go on working if they did
not pay expenses. In many cases mem-
bers thought that when a battery had
been placed in a district it should be kept
there; but the prospectors did not want
to be spoon-fed, and. a battery that was
not paying would have to be removed.
He was only asking for £10,000 to
expend in this direction.

My.. F. WILSON:; Any increase of
this item he opposed. The Committee
had been in a generous mood up to the
present, and instead of cutting down the
items had been increasing them, until the
total now reached £2,400,000. He could
not understand why last night the Loan
Bill, as introduced by the Treasurer, was
not passed. It seemed that there was
"1much ado about nothing." The Com-
muittee would support the Minister for
Mines in his determination that these
batteries should be made to pay. It was
on the distinct promise given by the late
Minister that the batteries should be
made to pay that the House adopted the
principle of public batteries, and the
result bad been that the country had lost
money ever since. At the present time,
although the batteries had crushed
£200, 000 worth of gold, it had cost 10
per cent. to produce that amount. In
coming to the Committee and asking for
£10,000 more for this speculative under-
taking the Minister should be as good as
his word, and make the existing bat-
teries pay. He knew the Minister was
honest in his determination, but Ministers
sometimes fell short of their determi-
nation. It was hard to make batteries
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in some districts pay. If the £14,800
was to liquidate existig liabilities he had
nothing to say about it, because we must
pay our debts; but we ought not to grant
farther money until next year, and until
the Minister hadl proved that he could
work the existing batteries on a paying
basis.

THE MINISTER Fen MwNs.: The bat-
teries paid expenses last monthi.

Mx. F. WILSON: Once a battery was
erected in the interests of trade, and that
tradle did not make the battery pay, the
cost of removal should come out of that
trade. Instead of the batteries paying
only working expenses they ought to
provide for sinking fund, depreciation of
machinery, and for the removal of the
machinery when -necessary. The Com-
mittee should recognise that having
expended something like £70,000 on
batteries we had gone far enough to prove
whether the erection of public batteries
was a right or&a wrong policy. We should
not increase the vote until we found the
Minister so much superior to his prede-
cessor by making the batteries pay.

MR. A. E. THOMAS:- In supporting
the proposal to increase the vote, the only
fault he had to find was that it was not
to be increased to £21,900. The item,
public batteries, might include Smelters
or Jigging appliances for tin. A lot
had been said about the money which
had been lost in running public batteries,
but a great deal of the loss had been
caused through bad management. At
Norseman last year there was a loss
on the public battery of £2,400, which
was caused absolutely through bad man-
agement; and prospectors would not
take their stone to the batery in conse-
quence of the way in which it was run.
He bad a battery and had crushed 1,701
tons of stone for a return of 1,552 ounces
of gold, and he only charged 15s. a ton,
the same as the charge at the Govern-
ment battery- He (Mr. Thomas) had
made a profit, while the Government had
succeeded in making a loss of £2,400.
These batteries were required whether
they paid all the expenses or not. The
Government should be prepared to develop
the districts even if there was a small loss
to the country, and the Government
should take into consideration the money
which the country was deriving from the
ba.tteries. Even if a battery had no hope

of paying in a district where there were
hundreds of miners working on "shows"
which they believed to be good, as soon
as the Government spent money there
and disillusioned the men, they would
abandon their work and go where they
could benefit themselves and the country
generally. He had pleasure in support-
ing the proposed increase, and he only
regretted the Minister did not see his
way clear to ask the Committee to
increase the sum to the original amount,
namely £42,400.

Mn. R. HASTIE : The Asesembly
always had desired to extend thle public
battery system, provided we could make
sure the money would be well expended.
U~nfortunately there had been in the past
a. great numb~er of mistakes, and we could
not be surprised if we considered the
circumstances, as at that particular time
we had a Minister of Mines who knew
absolutely nothing about mining. He
managed the entire business from Perth,
and necessarily believed the most plau-
sible storyteller who happened to come
along; the consequence being that the
majority of public batteries were placed
wbiere there was no water bandy, and, in
a great many instances, where there was
no stone near. The great difficulty in
connection with the system of public
batteries was that if batteries were estab-
lished people were not particularly anxious
to keep them supplied with stone. There
should be an elected local progress com-
mittee, whose duty it should be to see
that the minimum amount of ore was
available for each batten' for a month,
say for instance 800 tons per month,
and if that amount was not reached for
two consecutive months, it should he
understood the battery would be removed.
If that were done, there would be only a
small proportion of cases in which there
would be any particular failure of supply.
We should have an opportunity not only
of testing the value of the stone, but of
increasing the gold production of the
State. As to private enterprise, there
was no chance whatever of anyone pro-
posing to plant a public battery -where such
battery would compete with private enter-
prise. It was only in places whebre public
batteries were not provided that private
enterprise would come in. Itwasnecessary
for the Minister to have a good grant to
increase the number of public batteries,
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and one was sure that under the superin-
tendence of the gentleman who took so
much interest in the business, good work
would be effected.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: Last
month the Government received the sum
of £1,700 and expended on wages
£21,154 12s. 3d., realising what they
considered a very fair profit. The system
was getting into a much more satisfac-
tory condition, and there would be no
losses in the future, except those which
could not possibly be avoided. He hoped
the Government would be allowed this
money.

MR. Rt. D. HUTCHINSON: It was
a good thing to encourage the establish-
ment of public batteries, but he wished
to take exception to one or two remarks
made by the member for Kanowna (Mr.
Rt. Hastie). That member said that one
reason why the system did not pay was
that the batteries were managed from
Perth. They were still going to be
managed froma Perth. Another reason
given by the hon. member was that the
then Minister for Mines knew nothing
about mining. There had not been
sufficient time to see whether the present
Minister for Mines knew more about it.
The initiation of public batteries was
due to the late Minister for Mines and
his colleagues, so that whatever view one
might take as to the abilities of the men in
charge of the batteries, it was not fair to
blame the Ministry of that time for the
shortcomings. Members of the Labour
party would probably find before many
years had passed, that a, number of people
not now in the House were desirous of
giving aid to the prospectors and helping
forward the country. The late Minister
for M ines was earnest in his endeavours to
bring about the development of the State,
and always tried his best to aid those
ishing to prospect for gold or anything

else.
Mn. W. OATS: Everyone knew that

the late Minister for Mines was an
honourable gentleman, who did the best
he could, but there was a lot of truth in
the statement that he did not know how
to go about it. He (Mr. Oats) bad
known batteries erected with no water,
and very little stone in the vicinity, and
the authorities were not warranted in
erecting batteries in some places where
he had seen them. This matter ought to

be regarded as a purely commercial one,
and we should make the system pay, if
possible. No one but an idiot would
spend thousands of pounds in erecting a
batteq in a district, unless the district
was thoroughly investigated by a com-
petent, man. Public batteries on the gold-
fields were of very great assistance, and
he would favour the expenditure of more
money in this direction ; but, as he hail
said, the work should be carried out on
commercial lines, and be made to pay
interest and depreciation expenses.

MR. G-. TAYLOR: The method su-
gested for deciding on suitable sites for
the erection of public batteries was one of
which he disapproved. He had experience
of rising towns not only in this State, but
also in New South Wales and Queensland,
and it would be found that if the sites
of public batteries were to be determined
by local committees, such committees
would generally comprise business people
-hotelkeepers and storekeepers-whose
self-interest alone would cause them to
decide that somebody's money should be
spent in a particular locality, whether
right or wrong. The only legitimate way
of adopting sites for public, batteries was
by means of a Government expert, who
would be directly responsible to his
Minister. If the decision were left in the
hands of local committees abuses which
had occurred in the past would exist in
the future. Hle knew from his own
knowledge that public batteries that
were being established were in a large
measure due to the reorganisation of the
present Minister (Hon. H. Gregory), not
during that gentleman's time as Minister,
but when he was on the Opposition side
of the House; and one might hope the
future would show the present Minister
was practical, and this would go a long
way towards making these batteries
pay. The Government ought not to
consider private enterprise. If there
was a place where a public battery
was required, and sufficient stone could
be obtained, such battery should be sup-
plied. Hie knew of a, number of places
where private-enterprise batteries were
not giving satisfaction, and they had the
effect of practically closing down districts,
aid causing such districts to be proclaimed
"duffers," though he was sure that in
future they would give a return. When
private batteries charged X2 a ton for
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crushing, w~hat chance had prospectors of
dealing with low-grade ores? There were
members of Parliament here who were
practical men, and who managed mines.
We had heard froma the member for
Dundas (Mr. A. E. Thomas) that be had
crushed stone for the public at 15s. a ton,
and made a profit out of it. What profit,
therefore, was made when people were
charged £22 a ton ? He (Mr. Taylor)
knew of one district which was practically
closed down through the extortionate
charges of private enterprise. He would
certainly vote for the increase of this item.

Amendment put and passed.

At 6-28, the CHAiRMAN left the Chair.

At 7-80, Chair resumed.

Item 21 -Development of Agriculture,
including drainage, £210,600:

MR. TEESDA-LE SMITH: This par.
ticular work was of such importance that
the amount should be increased. He
moved, as an amendment,

That the figures "J410.600" be struck out,
and "J421.200 " inserted in lieu.

MR. F. McDONALD supported the
amendment. During last year, the
drainage effected in the South- West had
increased the value of properties by much
more than the amount of money expended.

MR. J. EWING: The increase should
be greater; and, seeing there was so
much to be granted to the goldfields,
there was not likely to be any opposition
to the amendment, for the agricultuirists
had not been very liberally treated.

MR. H. DAGLISH: Though not
hostile to the item, he asked what were
the reasons for the increaseP The
member for Oockcburn Sound (Mr.
McDonald) referred to the improvement
in the value of properties which had been
effected by' past expenditure. In what
way had property improved, and whose
property had benefited? In respect of
a previous item, it had been urged that
persons desiring assistance should con-
tribute pound for pound. Though he had
every desire to see the agricultural and
every other industry reasonably assisted,
he would like to kinow that Parliament
was not giving aid for the improvement
of private property solely.

MR. GEORGE: The item affected
not only his district but the whole of

the South-West, the land there being
admitted to be second to none in Aus-
tralia for production of food stuffs.
While the goldfields suffered from lackof
water, the farmers in the South-West
suffered from too much. In some
instances, land had been sold as per plans
on which drains were shown, which
drains existed only iu the imagination
or desires of those responsble for the
plans.

MR. NANSON: Sold for bow muchP
Ms.. GEORGE: The bulk of the lands

to be affected by the drainage scheme had
been sold on conditional purchase at six-
pence per acre. Probably men bad
selected these lands in summer, sinking
their capital, their skill, and their labour.
The member for Northam (Mr. G.
Throssell), when Commissioner of Lands,
induced the Government to bring in
a Drainage Bill, on the basis that
any district could organise a drainage
board, whereupon an estimate would be
made, with the assistance of departmental
officers, as to the amount of money
required effectually to drain that district.
Then a rate would be levied on the
people benefited, to pay the interest
on expenditure, and for sinking fund and
maintenance.

MR. NiNsow: What about unoccupied
countryP

MR. GEORGE: That was where he
had differed from the Government when
the Bill had been discussed. There was
no portion of the South-West district
where the whole of the Government land
had been alienated; and any system of
effective drainage must benefit Crown
lands as well as the farmers. He had
contended it was unjust to exempt Crown
land from taxation, thus causing the
farmers to pay, not only for the benefits
they received, but for the improved
value of Government land consequent on
the drainage. The hon. member (Mr.
Throssell) had said to him in reply that
the agricultural members haod been trying
for years to get a Drainage Act which
would cope with the difficulty. Get this
Bill through, though it was admittedly
defective, and it could be altered next
session. It was the intention of that
hon. member to try to alter the Act in
the direction mentioned, so that the
Government should pay a just contribu-
tion, letting the Crown lands bear their
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portion of taxation, which portion should
be added to the price of land when put
up for sale. For instance, an area might
now be taken up at sixpence per acre per

year on conditional purchase; but if the
land had been paying fivepence per acre
per year towards drainage, then the
Government might fairly ask the selector
to pay elevenpence instead of sixpence.
Then all the dissatisfaction in the district
would probably vanish. Though the
farmers would probably like to have
drains made for nothing, yet they bad
no objection to paying for a drainage
system if they were not compelled to pay
for draining Crown lands. As to any of
the drainage money benefiting a particu-
lar person, he (Mr. Gkaorge) was not
aware that anything of the kind had
been contemplated. It would be, be
believed, for the benefit of the great
bulk of the people in the district. Per-
sonally, be did not own one inch of land
there, but spoke on behalf of the farmers,
who deserved the assistance of every
member, being themselves willing that
all reasonable assistance should be given
to gold-mining and to every other
industry. They did not want to shirk
their responsibilities, but they declined
to bear other people's burdens in addition
to their own.

MR. J. 1,. NANSON: The principle of
throwing open the water-logged areas of
the South-West met with his approval,
but the Government should give an under-
taking that any Crown lands improved
by the drainage scheme should be sold at
their proper value. Lands worth, say,
£10 an acre should not be disposed of
to selectors at 10s. an acre. In his
opinion that was not sound business, and
the Commnittee should not support un-
necessarily any philanthropic action by
the Government. He understood that
the Premier was in chaurge of agricultural
matters in this Chamber, and therefore
one would like to know from the hon.
gentleman what proportion of the vote
would go to drainage and what propor-
tion to the development of agriculture in
other directions. An area of something
like 120,000 acres now held under pastoral
lease in the Northampton district had
been reported by an officer of the lands
Department to be suitable for close settle-
ment. That area had not been thrown
open to selection, owing to financial

obstacles, perhaps; but surely if the Gov-
ermnent could afford to spend so large a
sumn of money in making water-logged
lands available for settlement, it would be
well to devote an amount towards throw-
ing open to settlement lands which were
not water-logged, and which would be
available if only the pastoralists were got
off. He hoped that before the vote 'was
passed we should have a clear explana-
tion from the Premier as to the proportion
to be devoted to drainage and the propor-
tion to be devoted to development in
other directions. He trusted also that
the Premier would give an undertaking
that Crown lands improved by the draini-
age scheme should be sold on the same
principle as lands under the Repurchase
of Estates Act.

MR. G. THROSSELL: No obstacle
should be thrown in the way of the
passing of this item. He would like to
point out that last session £30,000 had
been made available for drainage pur-
poses, and that only 45,000 of that
amount had been absorbed. The drain-
age of the Harvey River had been planned
under his direction, and the works had
been carried out under the supervision of
Mr. Paterson, the manager of the Agri-
cultural Bank. The drainage scheme, so
far as it bad gone, had given very great
satisfaction. The Government and the
House would be pleased to know that
what had been done under the super-
vision of Mr. Paterson, who of course
was not an expert, would form portion of
a larger scheme to be ultimately carried
out under the control of an engineer. It
had been said that the present Act was
not perfect. He was inclined to agree
with that, because be himself at the time
the Act was passed desired that it
should be on all-fours with the Roads
Act. If his desire had been given effect
to, the Government would have cut the
drains right through to the sea, and the
settlers would have formed boards for
the cutting of the mninor drains to
connect with the main drain. Never-
theless, the Act as it now stood was
an excellent measure, if liberally inter.
preted. One of its sections allowed
the Government to give liberal special
contributions to boards which cut drains
enhancing the value of Crown1 lands, just
as the Government could give liberal
contributions towards the cost of main
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roads. The Act, he repeated, was an
excellent one; but for some reason or
other, perhaps because the people had
been trained to resort to the old mulch
cow, its provisions had not been availed
of. Possibly the reason was that the
Act was not rightly understood. lie
agreed withi the member for the Murchison
(Mr. Nanson) that care would have to be
taken in selling the land. The Govern-
ment must not play into the hands of

speculators. He knew that there was in
Te South- West a very large area wbich
ought to have been drainied years ago.
People magnified the extent of that area.,
but still it was very considerable. The
problem of disposing of the land so as
not to throw it into the hands of specu-
lators was a very difficult one to solve.
The option system should not be allowed
to come into play, if the land were drained
and cut up int o small areas. He knew
the land when thoroughly cleared and
drained was worth not only l~s., but in
some cases X10, an aoore. If the Govern-
ment threw the land open for sale at l0s.
per acre plus the cost of drainage, it
would instantly begin to change hands.
If they sold for £1 an acre land worth
£5 or £1 0 an acre, speculation would at
once become rife. It would be a reflection
on the Minister for Lands if he did
not see that the country got the profit
which his work brought about. He
(Mr. Throssell) had publicly expressed
the opinion that the drainage scheme
should have been taken in hand years
ago. He had suggested it to Sir
John Forrest, who, however, had not
displayed that spirit in connection with
the development of the South-West which
might have been expected from him. Had
a sum of £50,000 or £2100,000 been set
aside at the inauguration of Responsible
Government for the systematic settlement
and drainage of the South-West. there
would have been a large population in
that district now. He said this because
the delay reflected on him; and if he did
not say it, other people would say it for
him. If the wish of the Committee was
to increase the item, he would certainly
not put any obstacle in the way. There
were special reasons why the Lands
Department had not undertaken drainage
on a large scale long ago. It was four
years since £8,000 or £4,000 bad been
made available. The money was in the

hands of the Public Works Department,
but after a little contest he succeeded
in getting it placed under the control of
the Lands Department. Last session
another £15,000 had been secured. It
had been made a question, who should
carry out the works ? The Drainage Act
now on the statute book gave a dual
control, and the dual control was likely
to cause disaster. The Minister for
Lands could not take action, but must
appeal to the Minister for Works.
The Minister in charge of the Lands
Department should undoubtedly have the
immediate control of the whole of the
work. The Government should be sup-
ported in the effort to promote drainage
and closer settlement. The present Act
should be so amended as to allow the
Government to cut main drains right
through to the sea. The boards in carrying
out the work would naturally confine
themselves as nearly as possible to the
area in which they collected rates; and it
was quite clear that t he drainage scheme
should be carried out in its entirety when
once it was started. Partial execu tion of
the scheme would only result in flooding
the country. The flood waters should be
carried through to the sea. He desired
to pay a tribute to the manager of the
Agricultural Bank, who without any
recompense, and in addition to his in-

0Casing duties throughout the State,
had undertaken at his (Mr. Throsselrs)
personal request the supervision of the
drainage works. Mr. Paterson had not
received one penny of recompense. The
Minister for Lands would find on
the file a minute from himself, recom-
mending that when the present work
was completed, a sum of £200 should be
paid Mr. Paterson by way of recom-
pense.. That recommendation, be trusted,
would receive the support of the present
Minister, in whom he bad great confi-
den ce.

MR. F. McDONALD: A farmer from
the flrakesbrook district had informed
him that land which at this time last
year was under water to a6 depth of from
3 to 18 inches was now quite dry, by
reason of the drains which had been con-
structed by Mr. Paterson. The farmers
would be prepared, he felt sure, to pay
interest on the money expended in the
construction of those drains. He thought
that when the drainage boards were
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created the farmers would pay their
due.

MR. T. F. QUINLAN: fle observa-
tion of the member for Subiaco (Mr.
Daglish), urging the Premier to give
some reason for putting before this
House an expenditure of this nature,
met with his approval. In other words:
he desired to know how much was pro-
posed to be spent on drainage, and how
much on the development of agriculture
in other directions. If that development
mn other directions was to take the form
of the establishment of an agricultural
farm or soniething of that nature, he
would at once acknowledge that the sum
was too small. Members should have
some farther information before they
were asked to exercise their votes.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Gr. Thake):-
Particulars of the proposed expenditure
of the vote were not yet in his possession,
the matter not having been finally settled.
He believed it was the intention of the
Minister for Lands to expend the
greater part of this amount in drainage,
and chiefly in main drains as suggested
by the member for Northam (Mr.
Throssell). No doubt the hon. member
who asked the question would readily
understand that a, vote like this required
a good deal of consideration before its
allocation could be finally settled. If
bon. members hadl any suiggestions to
matke he would be glad to hear them.
Very valuable suggestions had already
been wade in the course of the discussion.
The Loan Estimates would afford abun-
dant opportunity for the expression of
opinion by hon. members.

Ma. TEESDALE SMITH: So far
as the main drains were concerned, there
were only two required for the Murray
and Wellington-one leading from the
Harvey due north into the Mandurab
Estuary, the other leading south into
Lescheniault Estuary. Unless these main
drains were cut, a great deal of land in the
district would remain practically valueless.
Mtbough the member for Northam said
the Act of 1900 was a very desirable one,
if be would travel in the districts from
farm to farm he would find that the
concensus of opinion was that the Act
was absolutely useless. People wanted a
jnki drain that would take away the
water from the subsidiary drains. There
were two drains on the Clifton area where

the water came right up to the road and
then stopped, sad as far as these drains
were concerned, they might as well have
not been constructed. For the develop-
ment of the goldfields £75,000 was to be
expended, and the mniners were not
supposed to pay a penny interest on the
money; therefore it was not right to
expect the farmers to pay interest on the
money expended in making drains. It
was more necessary to spend money in
the development of land than in the
development of the gold -mining in-
dustry.

Mia. G. THEROSSELL: In the South-
Western district money should be spent
for the development of the agricultural
industry as well as on drainage. If
settlement was to be induced, there must
be some money spent to carry away the
surplus Water, and that plan had been
followed successfully in different parts of
the country. It was also necessary in
the dry portions to spend money in find-
ing water; for a few hundred pounds
spent in this direction W'ould do a great
deal of good, and one officer cemated a,
large water supply by the expenditure of
a few hundred pounds in an excavation.
Where the Government had established
areas, we should encourage new-corners,
and a few tracks should be cut here and
there through the area, so that the stranger
could find his way home. In this way
the vote for the development of agriculture
could be expended in different parts (if the
country. In places public wells should be
dug. In short, the development of agricul-
ture meant a great deal, and be hoped
amongst other things the new Govern-
ment would not hesitate to start agri-
cultural experimental farmns if not an
agricultural college. Inquiries had been
made by the Agent General in London
whether there was an establishment here
where young fellows, the sons of men of
money, could obtain an agricultural
training. Gentlemen wanted a place to
send their young men to, but we had no
place where a man c:ould obtain a
thorough training in agriculture. If
there were such an establishment, settle-
ment would be induced. In this State
high wages had to be paid, which lie dlid
not for a moment desire to cut down; but
there must be found some -means of com-
pensating the settler for the high wages
he had to pay by securing better modes
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of production, by cheapening production
and spreading the knowledge of the
implements used in agriculture. Costtly
machinery had to be obtained nowadays.
and there should be somne compensation
to the farmer who had to pay his £100
or £200 for a machine. What was
lacking was skilled labour. The Mines
Department would not allow a man to
run an engine unless he had a certifical e:
so it should be with the farmers. There
should be places where the sons of gentle-
men could be educated in agriculture, so
that they could obtain certificates show-
ing they were competent to handle costly
machinery. There must be scientific
farming in the future. He (Mr. Throssell)
had already promised the Minister for
Lasids all the help he could. One of the
reflections on this country was that the
Government had not done something
already in the way of establishing experi-
mental farms worthy of the name. There
was a small experimental farm at Drakes-
brook which was run successfully in a
way, but what was required was a large
a-rea of 500 acres where a man from the
old country or from America could
resort for general information. The
words '"development of agriculture"
should be interpreted liberally, and
the vote should be used in cutting tracks,
in finding water in dry country and in
draining wet country, because we had
land which was second to none. By the
spread of knowledge we should show the
settlers that they wezie able to make
4s. or 6s. per acre more than they did at
the present time; in this way the money
expended by the State would come back
again.

MR. J. L. NANSON: The Committee
were entitled to more information from
the Government on this item. Were we
to understand that the whole vote was to
be expended in the marshes and swamps
of the South-Western district? What
portion was to be devoted to agriculture
generally P For the past five years it
seemed that all the money from this vote
had been expended in the development
of agriculture in the southern portion
of the South-Western division, in the
South-Westera division generally and the
eastern districts; but when we came to
the northern end of the South-Western
division, absolutely nothing had been
done. That was a part of the State to

which should belong the market of the
Murchison goldfields, Geraldton and the
North-Western ; yet the whole of the
money spent in the development of
agriculture went to repurchase estates in
districts represented by the members for
Northam, York, and Beverley, also for
improvements in the districts south-
west of Perth. The despised northern
portion of the South-Western land
division, which was suitable. more than
any other part of the State for citrus
cultivation and mixed farming, had
received iio encouragement. Nothing
had been done to resume these large
areas suitable for agriculture, but remain-
ing under pastoral lease. The Committee
were not justified in passing a vote of
this description and absolutely ignoring
how the vote was to be expended. Were
we to get the land thrown open in the
northern portion of the South-West
division, or must all money be devoted
to the southern portion? That was the.
informationhbe had been trying to extract
from the Premier, but he had not been
able to do so yet. He had not obtained
an answer that could in any way be
declared satisfactory.

THE PREMIER: It was impossible to
give an answer which would be satis-
factory to the bon. member unless time
were given. He (the Premier) was not
the Minister for Lands, and could only
reply to the interrogations in general
terms. Again, he might tell the hon.
member the Loan Estimates would show
the details of the expenditure. If this
matter were postponed he could consult
the Minister for Lands, and then give
details to the Committee. Again, if the
question were of such moment, it might
have occurred to the hon. member to
have given notice of his question.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: It
depended very largely on what the Coin-
mittee, voted as to what could be done.
As be had said frequently, this was a Bill
not for spending money, but for raising
it. When the Loan Estimates came on,
the discussion should take place. It
was impossible to frame the. Loan Esti-
mates until the Government got some
idea of what amount of money the
country should spend in this direction.
Members would find it more convenient
to discuss these questions when the Loan
Estimates were before Parliament.
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MR. F. CONNOR: Every industry
that could be helped at a comparatively
email cost should be assisted. Hon.
members who were directly interested in
mining and those who were in favour of
the mining industry, which comprised all
the members of the House, had not
been niggardly in giving grants to help
prospectors and the working men c onse-
quentl yit was our duty to help agriculture
awell as mining. He had an idea which
had not been put forward by any member
yet, that we might possibly row in the
State all the sugar that was neessary for
consumption and some for export.

MR. If. H. JACO0BY: Blackfellows sand
kanakas.

MR. F. CONNOR: It did not matter
by whom it was grown or who did the
work. He was not going to say whether
it should be a blackfellow or white-
fellow, but the interjection came with ill-
grace from the hon. member who repre-
sented an industry that was trying to be
bolstered up by the country. The bion.
member represented apples, an appel-ling
industry he might call it. It had escaped
the notice of members who had spoken
that this new industry might be helped.
We had the land, the climate, and the
rainfall: why not grow sugar instead of
sending the money out of the State to
purchase it ? He would not support
coloured labour, brut he would suggest
that we could grow sugar here because
we had all that was necessary to do it.

MR. G-. THROSSELuL: One bon.
member made an error, when he said
these estates were purchased out of the
vote for development of agriculture.
Under the Act of 1896 the sum of
.£200,000 Wras set aside for the purchase
of estates, and he believed he was right
in saying only about X60,000 of that had
been expended up to date. No doubt
the Treasurer could give information.
He (Mr. Throssell) believed £140,000
or 4150.000 was still available to the new
Government, if they wished to deal with
these estates, and he hoped they would
spend every penny of the money.

Amendment put and passed.
Item 22-Immigration, £3,200:
Ma. T. F. QUINLiAN: Special pre-

caution should be taken with reference to
the domestic servanits who were being
brought here from time to time at the
cost of the State. It had occurred on

more than one occasion that those people
who had received aid from the State in
the way of passage money had within a
month or so of their arrival here, gone
away to other States, We ought not
to support that kind of thing any longer,
and he would support the member for
Subiaco (Mr. H. Daglish) when that
gentleman brought forward his motion
to put an end to the importation of
domestic servants. The most advaun-
tageous thing for us to do with reference
to immigration was to import a certain
class of people likely to settle on the soil.
He knew of two instances in which
families offered to come. One family
consisted of seven sons and a widowed
mother, who were willing to come here
when the State was under the rigime of
the Forrest Administration, but the
Minister of that day would not encourage
them by giving a contribution towards
their passage money, yet every year we
were importing dom~estic seivants who, as
be said, stayed here a month or so and
then went away. He hoped the Minister
would not forget this when the subject
came before the House.

MR. H. T)AGLISH: One would like
to ask whether, before the continuance
of the present system was decided on, or
any new scheme adopted, the Assembly
would have full particulars so as to be
able to deal with the question. He did
not wish to discuss the matter now.

THtE PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake): An
opportunity of discussing the subject
would be given. The question would be
brought under the consideration of the
House.

Item passed.
Item 24-Misellaneous, X106,000:
TasB COLONIAL TREASURER

moved, with regard to the item, "1Miscel-
laneous £106,000," that the sum be
reduced by £4,700, in order to bring the
total amount of the loan to an even stun.
The figures now camne to £2,604,700.

Amendment put and passed.
Other items (not discussed) -- agreed to.
Schedule, as amended, put and passed.
Preamble:
THR COLONIAL TREASURER

inovedl am a consequential amendment,
that the words "three millions five " be
struck out, and "two millions six" be
inserted in lieu, making the total amount
of the schedule X2,600.000.
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Put and passed, and the preamble as
amended agreed to.

Title:
THn COLONIAL TREASURER

moved, as a consequential amendment,
that the words "three million five" be
struck out, and "two million six" be
inserted in lieu.

Put and passed, and the title as
amended agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted.

THE: PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake):
The reason the Government did not go
on with the third reading this evening
was that they could not get a fair print
of the Bill, the Printing Office being
closed, and, moreover, the Legislative
Council had adjourned until 2130 the next
clay. He thought that if the House at
its rising adjourned until half-past two, it
could do the formal work of the third
reading and send the Bill down to the
other House; and as the members there
required time to discuss the measure, we
might meet again at four, half-past four,
hall-past seven, or some other time in
order to receive the Message from the
other House.

HoN. F, H. Pusan: Make it two
o'clock.

THE PREumicE said be would consult
the convenience of hon. members.

Tns SPEAKER: What would be the
use of meeting at two o'clock if the other
House did not meet until hall -past
two?

THE PREMIERm: Because this House
had to get through the third reading.

THE SPEmarE: That would only take
two minutes.

THE PREMiiR: Of course, half-past
two would do.

THE SPEAKER: Did the hon. member
propose to go on with the other work.

THE PREmiER: Yes. There was on the
Notice Paper a very important item deal-
ing with the question of rabbits. Re took
it that in the event of an adjournment
for any length of time, members would
like the Ministry to deal with tbis ques-
tion without any delay. The Government
desired to have an expression of opinion
from the House. There was also a formal
notice in his (the Premier's) name, and
he would be glad to have that taken.

MOTION-RABBIT INCURSION.
TO CARRY OUT RECOMMENIDATION.

Debate resumed from I I th instant, on
the motion proposed by Mr. Harper-

That the Government be atorised to carry
out the recommendation of the Commission
appointed to report upon the best means of
stopping the incursion of rabbits.

Mn.R. D. HUTCHINSON (Geraldton):
When I moved the adjournment of the
debate on this question, I did so because
I thought bion. members were not on that
occasion prepared to deal with a matter
of such importance. I recognised the
necessity for time being allowed for the
consideration of a method of dealing with
the rabbit invasion, and was thoroughly
convinced that the motion was justified.
I think it is due to us that we should
have some expression of opinion from the
Ministry as to the report of the Commis-
sion. It would be well if the Government
could tell us what has been the result of
State fencing in the eastern parts of Aus-
tralia; whether such a method of dealing
with rabbits has been a success; and
should give us the latest information
obtained from those States. Personally,
I am in favour of taking immediate steps
to deal with the rabbits, provided we can
arrive at some decision as to what is the
best method; but I think it would be
a great mistake, for the sake of a day or
two, or a week or two, to commit our-
selves to a policy we might subsequently

*regret. So far as I can learn, there has
been no expression of opinion from the
Commission as to whether the sole cost

*of upkeep of this fence is to be borne by
the State, or whether some kind of tax
should be levied upon land-owners and
lessees throughout the country; and it
was with the object of getting some
information on these matters that I moved
the adjournment of the debate. I am
now prepared to listen to other members
better posted on this question than I,
and more intimately Connected with it
than is my electorate; and I hope the
expression of opinion which will be
obtained from the Government and from
other hon. members will enable us to ask
the Ministry to deal with this question
before they again meet the House.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER
(Hlon. F. lllingworth): In 1894 the
member for Plantaganet (Mr. A. Y.
Hassell) called the attention of the House
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to the incursion of rabbits. Tn 1897, a
motion was tabled by Mr. Conolly:

That, in the opinion of this House, it is of
tbe utmost importance to the country that
immediate and vigorous steps be taken to stay
the inroad of rabbits along our southern coast.
Speaking to that motion, the then Com-
missioner of Crown Lands (Mr. Throssell)
said:

I want to assure the hon. member, and
others, that the Government have been fully
aware of the danger for sme time pust; and
although it may be a question whether rabbits
ane such a source of danger to Western Aus-
tralia as they have boon in the eastern colonies.
still we feel that no risk must be rn in dealing
with this danger. Steps have been taken to
place in the bands of the Stock Department
the whole work of dealing with rabbit invasion,
and hon. members will be glad to hear that an
active and intelligent officer has been obtaining
information on the spot to ascertain the nature
and extent of the rabbit invasion. .. ..
I may say we have kept ourselves in touch
with persons who are resident on the spot and
well acquainted with that country; and when
we receive the information which has been
obtained from persons well acquainted with
the local conditions, we shall be in a position
towat vigorously. An officer has been ordered
to await the information which we expect to
receive within a few days.
This was the impression of the Govern-
ment in 1897. On that occasion I spoke
in support of the motion proposed by
Mr. Conolly, and in that speech I said:

Had the Government taken the advice
tendered in this House two years ago, they
could have dealt with this matter at one-tenth
of the cost which mnet now be incurred.
Every day's delay will add to the cost of
extirpating this pest. It is one of the fiercest
scourges that has ever visited the Australian
colonies. In Victoria, I have seen country
which has been bringing in an. immense
revenue to the State, absolutely devastated by
these animals, and abandoned at the rate of
100,000 acres at a time, no one being willing
to take it for nothing with the proviso that
the rabbits should be exterminated.
When this discussion took place, the
member who commenced it (Mr. Conolly)
wvas so satisfied with the assurances of
the Commissioner of Crown Lands, that
he proposed to withdraw his motion ; and
to that I took exception, saying:-

I must take a very exceptional course, and
ask that the motion be put. I desire to have
it entered on the proceedings of this House.
On that occasion other bon. members
spoke in the strongest terms. In 1897
the Government were perfectly satisfied
that there were rabbits; they promised

the House they would give the matter
immediate attention; they told the House
they had appointed a suitable officer to
deal with the pest; they' were warned of
the danger; and now here we stand to-
day, in 1901, and absolutely nothing has
been done to stay this incursion. At thin
stage it becomes a ver -y grave question
indeed. At the time the Government
were first warned, rabbits were not very
far west of Eucla; they were then far out
beyond the golden belt, and they could
very easily have been fenced back. I at
that time recommended fencing as the
only means that had been as yet dis-
covered, and I urged very strongly that
the Government should take immirediate
action. Many times since, we have asked
what bas been done, and in every case we
have had somewhat evasive answers. Now
we receive a report that the most practical
thing done yet was the appointment
of the Rabbit Commission, and the
Commission advise that the Govern-
ment should take steps to fence out
the rabbits. Let hon. members cast
their eyes on the map which has been
hung up in the House, and they will see
that fully two-thirds of the whole area of
this country has been given up to the
rabbits. The consequence is impossible
to foretell.* If that whole tract of country
be allowed to be covered by the rabbits,
it will be an exceedingly difficult thing
to keep that fence in order. When I
speak of fencing, I give toy opinion from
all the information I have been able to
gather, and from a good deal of experi-
ence which the other States have accumu-
lated. So far as we know at present,
proper fencing is the only thing that can
be done to keep rabbits either out or in.
Now there are only two propositions
before us; one, to endeavour to fence the
rabbits back and prevent their coming
into the agricultural areas, or at least
keep them out as far as possible; the
other, to fence the rabbits out of the
areas actually occupied by settlers. If
we are to deal with the rabbit question,
we must either erect this fence suggested
by the Commission, or we must make
arrangements to give the settlers wire
netting to fence in their holdings. I
understand the latter course would
involve the country in sometbing over
£2300,000, even under our present condi-
tions. And if settlement goes on, natur-
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ally this expenditure will be continuously
increasing. The proposal to fence the
areas in is, therefore, beyond the widest
range of practical politics. That being
so, the issue stands before us in this -way:
we must either do something or we must
do nothing. Well, if we do nothing, as
we have been doing since 1894, when this
House and the Government were warned
of the danger and the evil which was
coming, and which could easily have been
stayed, the consequences can readily be
anticipated. I venture to say that, in 1894,
the expenditure of £20,000 would have
kept the rabbits back. The Commission
propose that £230,000 shall he put upon
the Estimates for the purpose of starting
this fence; but that amount, I under-
sand, will take the fence no farther than
the point on the map marked " 96." Now
the proposal which was before the House
the other eveni ng was to run a fence from
that point to the coast. That, perhaps.
might be of value; but it would enclose a
very small proportion of the good land of
this country. We must face this question:
it ought to have been faced long ago.
Had it been faced, we should not now
have to abandon, as we practically do,
two-thirds of the area of this State. I
see no means of keeping the rabbits back
from the North. What effect they will
have upon the squatting country is hard to
propey and ver pinful t cotmplate

iis only a question of time when the
rabbits will make their way into the North,
and what effect their presence will have I
cannot foretell. But inside that fence to
the westward there is a vast area of
splendid country. Shall we start to pro-
tect this country or not ? is the question
the House has to consider. I say for
myself -1 am not speaking for the Gov-
ernment, because the Cabinet have not
considered the question-that we ought
immediately to take steps to erect that
fence. If it be possible to erect it farther
eastward, I shall be better pleased; but I
presume the Commissiontook the question
into full consideration, and that they have
fixed boundaries which they think will
probably be safe. Of course we all know
it is no earthly use putting up a fence if
we have rabbits on the western side of it.
I shall give anejinstance which came under
my own notice. Sir William Clarke, of
Rupertawood, Victoria, made this state-
iner t in my hearing. He said: "I1

allowed my gardener to bring up two
pairs of rabbits for one of his children.
Beore very long, they got loose; and in
three years' time I killed on my estate
180,000 rabbits." Now it is difficult for us
to conceive -what 180,000 rabbits can do;
and it is more difficult to conceive what this
country will be if we throw open the whole
of that vast tract of land to th ese rodents.
Of course if by a providential arrange-
ment some trem~endous catastrophe were
to kill off the rabbits in m illions, it might
help us; but we have now to face the
question of fencing up. A difficulty meets
us here. The fence would be a very long
one, and far removed from ordinary
settlement; and the expense of keeping
the fence in effective repair would be very
considerable. For a really effective system
a double fence is necessary. There
ought to be another fence running parallel
with that shown on the map. The second
line might be erected a quarter of a mile
farther back. Boundary riders should
be kept on constantly to see that repairs
are effected and that any rabbits which
do manage to get through are immediately
tracked up and killed. I ami sorry to say
it, but I do not think we shall succeed by
any precautions in keeping the rabbits
out absolutely. It is clear, however, that.
we shall check a very large incursion if
we get the fence erected. The £230,000
asked for will fence up fromn just behind
Geraldton tothe point mnarked- 96 " on the
map. I do hope the House will authorise
the Government to proceed with the work
at once. All sorts of schemes for the
destruction of rabbits have been proposed.
A good deal might be said. for the
suggestions of the member for Roebourne
(Dr. Hicks) ; but it has to be remembered
that very heavy rewards have been and
are still being offered by the Eastern
States for the discovery ',of some disease
which would be prejudicial to the health
of the rabbit. The rewards have not yet
been secured. Seriously, I do not know
of anything more important from an
agriculturist's point of view than this
rabbit question. It is one of the
greatest questions to be faced by this
State, from both the agriculturist's and the
pastoralist's point of view. I have not a6
great deal of faith as to our succeeding
absolutely, but I do think we shall put at
strong check on the incursion of rabbits
to the westward if we get that fence up.

Babbit Incursion: [18 JULY, 1901.)
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If the difficulty is to be faced at all, then
the sooner the better. If we decided to
leave this thing alone, it will mean that the
country will in the end have to furnish
the settlers with funds to fence in their
holdings; and that must involve us in a
still greater expense. The State must
now face a difficulty which might have
been met years ago if the advice of certain
hon. members had been heeded. There
is no time to lose, and I hope the decision
of the House to-night will be to instruct
the Government to proceed with the
fence.

.Ma, A. E. THOMAS (Dundas):- I
am fully seised of the importance of the
question, and as an agricultural member
I would crave the indulgence of the
House for a little while. No district of
Western Austualia, is so vitally affected byv
the rabbit invasion as that which I repre-
sent; and on behalf of my constituents
I now raise my voice in the strongest
protest against the proposed fence. Of
course I do not oppose the principle of
fencing, but I do oppose the erecting of
the fence in the locality proposed. As I
said when speaking on the Address-in-
reply, notwithstanding any statements
to the contrary, there is undeniably plenty
of good agricultural and pastoral land in
the neighbourhood of Phillips River and
Ravensthorpe, and further east still
ard Esperanc Bay. I maintain it is
ou duty to potect as much as possible
of this State from the rabbit peet. The
-adoption of the proposed line of fencing,
which runs from a point considerably to
the west of Mary Ann Harbour, would
mean the abandonment of the whole
of my constituency to the rabbits.
What the Dundas electors have done to
deserve extermination in this manner I
do not know. As the Colonial Treasurer
has stated, this rabbit question was
brought before the House in 1894, and
was strongly urged on the attention of the
Government of the day in 1897. Pour
years have elapsed since then, and no-
thing has been done. Meanwhile the
rabbits have gradually got farther and
farther westward.- The Government did
appoint a few inspectors to go out on
horseback and let the country know, by
wire or otherwise, hew far the rabbits
had got. I am afraid we shall go on
sending out inspectors to let us know
where the rabbits are until we read in the

papers that the pest has reached Esperan ce.
Then we shall hear of the rabbits getting
to Ravensthorpe, and a little later that
they are as far as Albany, and eventually
of their being in the South- Western
districts. Then I suppose Parliament
will take into consideration the advisa-
bility of putting up a fence to prevent the
rabbits from running back into the
Eastern States. I trust hon. members in
dealing with this matter will bear in
mind the advisability of saving as much
of our country as we possibly can. I
have looked through the report of the
Commission, and it appears to me that
they have taken no evidence from any
residents in the districts except inspectors.
The report states that there are no rabbits
farther west than Thomas River. I say
then, why can we not take the fence from
Point Cheyne and Cape Arid northward
to Mount Ridley; thence west to Fitz-
gerald Peaks, including Grasspatch and
Salmon Guns, and eventually joining in
with the Commission's line of fence? I
have given the subject a good deal of
thought,, and I am of opinion that a fence
erected on this line would be the most
serviceable. At Grasspatch there is very
good country, and the place shows no
traces of rabbits at present. As I said,
there are rabbits from Eucla to Thomas
River; and they are also at Norseman,
Widgemooltha, Lake Lefroy, and Lake
Yindarlgoola; but they have not yet got
down to the salmon gum country, and
there is no trace of them south of Norse-
man. Neither are there any traces of
rabbits in the neighbourhood of Esperauce
Bay. There is at the present time at
Ravenathorpe a small community, which
promises to grow into a large one. I have
travelled in that district, and 1 know the
land is excellent. A fairly large area has
been taken up, and it will be made the
most of, and will eventually carry a big
population. Then the mining community
in my district will be able to get their
food supplies right on the spot. I say,
therefore, it behoves us to see that the
district shall be protected, if it be at
all possible, against this rabbit pest. I
hope members will take the matter
into their most serious consideration,
and will arrive at a decision at the
earliest possible moment. I greatly
regret that when an important question
like this is being debated, a question
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absolutely vital to the future welfare of
Western Australia, so few members
should be in their places to pay attention
to it and take part in the deliberations of
the House. I repeat, I am sorry to see
so many hon. members absent when such
an important question is before the
House. I want members to consider
whether something cannot be done farther
east still than the line on which I have
proposed to put the fence, to protect
those who have land there.

THE COLONIAL TEEAsurtER: You mean
a second fence?

Mn. THOMAS: I suggest that the
Government should let settlers theme have
wire at cost price to fence in their hold-
ings. I have spoken to many owners of
land in my district, and they tell me they
are prepared to pay the Government the
cost price for the fencing material, but
that they would like, if it can possibly
be arranged, to pay back the cost in the
shape of slightly increased rentals on
their land. I think we ought to do this,
if possible, to protect the eastern parts of
the State. I think everyone will agree
with mre that the people in the eastern
districts are just as much entitled to be
protected as people in any other district;
and if Wd cannot take that fence a little
to the east of Gape Arid, then let us give
the selectors and Owners of property ea-t
vf the fence every facility for fencing in
their land. I trust that a, definite con-
clusion, as far as may constituency is
concerned, will be arrived at without
delay, as every day that action is post-
poned means the sacrifice of more land
to the rabbit pest.

ME. J. L. NANSON (Murchison):
It may seem an exaggeration to some
hon. members to say that this rabbit
invasion is the most serious danger that
Western Australia has to cope with at
the present time; but no one who has had
personal experience of what the rabbits,
when they come in force, are able to do
will dream of saying that the House is
not bound to take this matter into the
most earnest consideration, and to dis-
pose of it with the least possible expen-
diture of time, and the largest possible
expenditure of money consonant with the
state of the finances. I join with the
member for Dundas (Mr. Thomas) in
expressing regret that when a question of
national importance is being discussed,

so few members should be in their seats
to help the House in coming to a decision.
It appears the first thing we have to per-
suade the House of, is the necessity for
erecting a fence at all. On that point
I would direct the attention of hen.
members to the evidence taken by the
Royal Commission which investigated the
question. Although, as I assume, it was
open to anyone who had a. knowledge of
th question to go before that Comimission
and give evidence-I presu me that no
evidence would have been rejected-we
find that all the witnesses examined by
the Commission were unanimous in
asserting that fencing was the most prac-
tical, in fact the only practical, way of
dealing with the pest. We find Mr.
Craig, the Chief Inspector of Stock,
saying that this fence is the most prac-
tical method of dealing with the in-
vasion in the first instance; and every
other witness indorses that view. it
is often said that fencing in the Eastern
States has proved a failure; that it
is not capable of carrying out that wvhich
its advocates say it -will do, namely
oppose a barrier to the rabbits. We have
on this point the experience of Queens-
land to guide us. I am quite willing to
admit that fencing in Queensland has, in
some cases, proved a disappointment.
The reason of that, however, is that the
Queensland people dallied with this
matter just as there is still a, disposition
to daily with itin this State. In Queens-
land they were five years too late in
putting up their fence, and the conse-
quence was, not that the rabbits got
through the fence when it was erected,
but that before the erection of the fence
was completed, the rabbits succeeded in
" turning the flank," so to speak, and
got round the fence ; not through it or
under it. I would just like 1.0 quote a
few lines bearing on this matter from the
Queenslander, a paper which will be
admitted to be an authority on this ques-
tion -

There is no dor.bt that had the Governments
of those States -made an effort to cope with the
pest 20 years ago, in the way of rabbit-proof
fencing, and used only 144n. mesh, the rabbit
would never have assumed the gigantic pro-
portions of to-day; but, unfortuately for
Queensland, it was not done until that State
started to erect the border fence adjoining
New South Wales in 1885, which of course,
wass just five years too late; for the rabbit
was in the colony in 1883.
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If fencing is to be of any advantage to
Western Australia, there is one point we
may take as axiomatic: that the fencing
must be in advance of the rabbits. 1
do sympathise with the member for
flundas in his desire to protect the people
in his constituency. No one will object
to the erection of a fence so altered as to
include a portion of his constituency, if it
can be proved we are not fencing behind
the rabbits. It is a. sine gad non that
whatever we do must be well ahead of the
rabbits, so that what happened in Queens.
land when the rabbits had already got
into the country will not happen to us.
As to the question whether the fence is
capable of stopping the rabbits, I would
like to read for the information of hon.
members a short extract from a pamphlet
entitled " The Rabbit Question in Queens-
land," which shows what the border fence
has done in parts where it has been
sufficiently far advanced as to be a
protection. The author is Mr. C. L.
Morgan, an expert authority, and he
says;

The border fence had stopped them, but
they had followed the fence round, ad turned
the flank of Queensland. From the same
district Mr. Moleswrorth Greene wrote that
the rabbits on the border fence were like a
beleaguring army. They had worn a broad
hard track on the New SouLth Wales side.
where it was like a desert, relieved only by
dead stumps of bushes and rabbits, while
Queensland was luxuriant with vegetation.
Yet some members will even now assert
that a fence is no protection. What the
country was saved from by the border
fence is very dearly shown by the follow-
ing letters from Mir. J. L. Carstairs, of
Currawynia, Hungerford, to Mr. Leahy,
M.P., published in January, 1895 :

I send you one or two photographs which,
though roughly done, will give you some idea
of what rabbits are really like, ad you may
find them useful in helping to convince sceptics
that money spent on fencing has not been
altogether thrown awray. On the Queensland
side there are plenty of traces of rabbits, but,
except in the early morning and late in the
evening, they keep out of sight. On the New
South Wales side of the fence. the country is
in a terrible state; from Lwenty miles west of
Hungerford, as far as I went, there is not a
vestige of feed. Not a blade of grass, or even
a fallen leaf, is to be seen on the ground-a
great contrast to the green gra and flower-
umg herbage upon the opposite side of the
fence. Rabbits are thick everywhere, and a
good many are dying, apparently from starva-
tion.

That shows what fencing will do even
when the rabbits get on the other side of
you, and it is a fair contention that if
fencing will act to that extent in rabbit-
infested country, it will act as an abso-
lute protection if the fence be erected
and patrolled through country not in-
fested. We must consider what we have
lost by the policy of inaction. in the past.
Mr. Arthur Mason, who was despatched
as far back as 1896 to report on this
question, was called by the Royal Com-
mission, and gave hiis experience. He
stated that, from his experience, in
1896 he found the inaction of the
Government and Parliament in refusing
or in not seeing the necessity of putting
up the fence resulted in the abandoning
to the ravages of the pest thirty million
acres of what he termed the finest pastoral
country in the world-thirty, million
acres to thre east of Kurnalpi. The ques-
tion must strike us, are we to continue
the policyof inaction? We have already
surrendered to this invasion a large pro-
portion of what is described by a compe-
tent authority as the richest pastoral
country in the world.

A L&uBouaRMmDu -R Where is it?
Mu. HANSON: The country begins

one hundred miles to the east of Kurnalpi.
I will read for the information of Labour
members what Mr. Mason says.

A. LABOUR MEMBER: Mr. Mason was
never there.

Ms. HANSON:; Mr. Mason has been
there. He says in his report in 1896,
that owing to the inaction of the Govern-
ment and Parliament in not seeing the
necessity of putting up a fence, thirt y
millions of acres of the finest pastoral
country in the world had been aban-
doned to the ravages of the pest. That
was in 1896, and the Government
and Parliament of that day could not say
they were not advised of the danger that
awaited them, but they absolutely refused
to realise the seriousness of the question.
and the consequence is that the country,
for the time being at any rate, is
abandoned to the ravages of the rabbits.
I mention this point in order to give
force to this contention: Are we to be
satisfied with repeating the mistakes
which have been made in regard to the
Eastern, States? The member for South
Perth (Mr. Gordon.) has, I believe, moved
an amnendment to the question, suggesting

to erect Pence.[ASSEMBLY.]
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that a fence should be erected merely to
protect the South- Western land division
of the State.

MR. HOPKINS: The amendment was
lost.

MR. NANSON: Unfortunately I was
out of the House at the time, and I do
not know what was done with it. If the
amendment was lost, I shall not detain
the House by speaking upon it.

The Srs~xza: The amendment is not
before the House: only the original
question.

MR. NANSON: There is only one
more point I wish to direct the attention
of the House to, and that is the size of
the mesh. If the House decides in
favour of erecting the fence, I trust
the recommendation of the Commission
in favour of adopting an inch and a half
mesh will not be adopted without very
serious consideration and inquiry. The
Commission I know have gone into the
matter closely, and they may have good
reasons for recommending a mesh of
that size. It is stated, in the work
from which I have already quoted, that
where netting is used to enclose the
rabbits, its width is 4-2 inches, and the
mesh is an inch and a half. The Com-
mission in recommending a mesh of an
inch and a half probably had that state-
ment before them. A mesh of one inch
and five-eighths has been proved too
large, also an inch and a half. That
point is disputed, I admit, but one person
says that a mesh of an inch and a-half is
quite large enough to allow small rabbits
to get through, and if we are going to
put up a fence at all we should put up
one that is absolutely rabbit-proof. The
Queensksnder, dealing with the question
in regard to the size of the mesh, Bays:

it is, unfortunately, an established fact that
no amount of sophistry or false reasoning can
rebut, that it is droughts, and droughts only,
that have given the Central district of Queens-
land the security that it has now. It is a
false one, for it is inevitable that the rabbit
wvill come, and that very soon, unless far moen
drastic measures are adopted to prevent his
onward march to the sa; for the so-called
check fences, with their ijin. mesh, are of no
mnore effect in checking their onward march
than would be a brush fence to stop a mob of
horses. It is a huge blunder to ever have
allowed the various rabbit boar-ds, etc., to use
a mesh of lain. to attempt to check rabbits, as
it is now well known to all those who are
intimate with the rabbit question that the

young rabbit will go through thismesh (1it.)
like goats through the ordinary six-wire fence.
If there is doubt on this subject I take it
that the Government, in the event of this
motion being caried, will make careful
inquiry and see what is the most suitable
mesh. I may mention that the rabbit
fence between New South Wales and
Queensland was constructed of a mesh of
an inch and a quarter, hut the expense
being found exceedingly heavy in using a
mesh of that description afterwards, the
regulation size was altered to an inch
and a half. Now a combination net is
made, the lower part of which has a
mesh of an inch and a quarter, and the
upper part of the larger size. That is
generally admitted to overcome the diffi-
culty of expense. One point more, as to
the question of keeping the fence in order,
of pa trolling it : the evidence before
the Royal Commission disclosed a consid-
erable variety of opinion as to the number
of men required to patrol or boundary-ride
this fence. Mr. Warren, a gentleman
who has had considerable experience mn
this matter in South Australia, said that
one man to thirty miles was sufficient.
Mr. Mason said one man to fifty miles,
and Mr. White, the present rabbit
inspector, put it down as low as one man
to fifteen miles. Take Mr. White's
estimate at one man to fifteen miles,
which would certainly be a, very close
supervision of the fence-and we have an
estimate by Mr. Gordon, the member for
South Berth, of £2150 per annum for a
boundary rider-the actual cost in wages
of keeping that fence up would be some-
thing like £4,000. It has been recom-
mended by several witnesses before the
Commission that the fence might be
patrolled by men on bicycles ; therefore
there would be no cost for horse feed,
and the total cost would be £4,000 a year
for boundary-riding. Let us add another
£1 ,000 for interest;i that would about
cover the annual cost to the country of
the first 400 miles of fencing. If we only
look at it in the light of a method of
insurance, in the possible hope that it
will protect the country from a certain
danger, the House is justified in asking
the Government to spend £80,000 im-
mediately, and incur an annual outlay of
£5,000 tokee the fence in decent order.

Iftht ysemfails, it will undoubtedly
be necessary to take farther steps; but if
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nothing be done at all, we are face to face
with the fact that sooner or later we
shall have to spend nmany hundreds
of thousands of pounds. We shall1 have
to incur an expenditure in a few years
approximating probably to a million of
money. Therefore it is a fair business
risk to take to sanction the expenditure
of this relatively small sum in the hope
that it will gaard us from the necessity for
a larger expenditure in the near future.

MR. J. Mf. HOPKINS (Boulder): I
believe that as a. goldfields member I
stand as a. living contradiction of the
statement made by Mir. White-, the rabbit
inspector, in giving evidence before the
Royal Commission; and speaking as one
who comes from the goldfields I am
expressing what. the public feeling on the
goldfields is. I deny the statement of the
inspector that the people on the eastern
goldfields would be too pleased to put
rabbits over the fence. I say the people
on the eastern goldfields have had somne
experience of the ravages of rabbits in
the Eastern States, and they would not
do anything so wanton. The fence that
is proposed is too costly, in the first place.
and I sincerely hope, as one who line had
some experience of the ravages of this
pest in the Eastern States, that the result
of the debate will be that some satisfactory
way will be found out of the difficulty.
The fault I hiave to find with the fence
chiefly _-s that it eliminates the best of
the country. The best of the grasing and
pastoral country of Western Austiralia
will not be served by the fence as it is
proposed by the Royal Commission. The
member for Northam (Mr. G. Throssell)
stated that every person was welcome to
go before the Royal Commission and giveI
evidence so far as he could relating to
the question of the incursion of rabbits,
and a] were unanimous on one thing,
that being the necessity of building a,
fence. Having read the evidence, I think
-and other members who have read it
through will agree with me-that they
were unanimous, with about one excep-
tion, on the point that none of them had
experience of rabbits. Therefore I do
not feel disposed to place too much
weight upon the recommendations that
emanated from their evidence. The rabbit-
infested country in the Bourke portion
of New South Wales baa undergone a
long period of drought, extending over

some seven years. The owners of the

country have for some time past been
cutting scrub to feed their stock. Dust
storms have blown against their fences,
until now it is a fact that people are able
to ride over sand hillocks where originally
boundary fences stood. It is this sand
d~rift that is oe of the greatest difficulties
we shall have to contend with in regard
to fences running from the Northern to
the Southern coast.

Ma. HARPER: Nonsense 1
MR. HOPKINS: I saw in Boulder

city, in less than three months, sand
heaped up on my own fence to the extent
of 18 inches. To start this fence with
400 miles, which has been suggested, is
to complete the fence, because it will be
of no use to start it unless we are pre-
pared to finish it, and finish it in a
workmanlike manner; also, when the
fence is finished, to keep it in thorough
repair. The distance from coast to coast,
according to the plan, is set down at 1,100
miles. The scheme will require 400 miles
of fencing to fence the Kimberleys, which
I understand are the richest portion of
Western Australia, and it is no use
feining one vart without fencing the
whole. That gives a total of 1,500 miles;
and according to the Royal Commission-
taking the evidence for argument's sake
-the cost of the fencing will be £70 a
mile. This will give £106,000 sterling,
for, as I have said, if we are going to
build a fence we must be prepared to
build it from beginning to end. Three
boundary riders for each 100 miles at a
salary of £200 per an-num will give a
total of 45 boundary riders at an annual
cost of £9,000. Add to this the cost of
the fence, and the life of a fence cannot
be. put down at more than 30 years, I
do not think you will find that fence
standing in 30 years, therefore you will
have to re-erect before that time has
expired. The total expenditure for the
fence for 30 years means an annual charge
of £93,600; and add to that the ravages
of bush fires, for which I have given no
estimate, the figures I have given show
an annual cost of £12,500. Bear in
mind, moreover, that the fence when
erected will not be an asset; it will not
enhance the value of the country to any
g rea t extent, and the sum mentioned wil
bea very heavy expenditure. It has been

estimated that we shall require £2300,000

[ASSEMBLY.] to end Fence.
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to fence the various holdings. I do not
know who prepared the estimate, nor
where the figures were taken from, and I
am at a loss to know whether the figures
are reliable. Speaking as one who has
had experience of rabbits, I think that if
You are going to deal with this thing
successfully, it will be necessary to fence
the individual holdings. As against such
a fence as that proposed, I believe it will
be to the interest of the settlers and of
the country for this House to make an
adequate provision to enable settlers to
erect fences; and I will move an amend-
ment to the original motion, as follows:-

(That) the amount of money promised to be
placed on the Estimates, ",OM0O sterling, to
check the incursion of rabbits, be advanced to
settlers for the purpose ofs assiting themterect rabbit-proof fences in and abu thei
respective holdings, and that the same be
advanced at 3j per cent, interest, witha
sinking fund of two per cent.
I am sure every member will admit that
this is a most reasonable proposition to
the settlers of the country,

MR. NANSoN: What about Orown
leads ?

ME. HOPKINS: I have no doubt we
can find ways and means for dealing with
them, but I do not seeayrso for this
wild rush to complete ths ecelighteen
months ago I went over the Liverpool
Plains in New South Wales, and up to
the Queensland border, and I have seen
richer country there than in Western
Australia; in fact that country is as rich
as any portion of Australia.

A MEmBER: A beautiful rainfall.
MR. HOPKINS: Yes; a beautiful

rainfall, a rainfall which would com-
pare with what you may find around
Northama, and they have rabbits within
a hundred miles of that country. The
rule is that when the rabbits gravitate
towards another centre, the question is
dealt with by rabbit boards. The settlers
themselves constitute each rabbit board,
and when their territory is threatened to
become rabbit-infested, they call their
board together, and issue a notice in the
Gazette that every person must rabbit-
proof his holding. Experience proves-
and I appeal to the pastoralists in this
House-that the first essential to success-
ful settlement on the land is to properly
fence holdings. I may refer to the
beautiful soil of the Greenough Flats,
which country has been settled for the

last 30 or 40 years. We shall be im-
poig the country by advancoing money
totesettlers to fence their holdings, and

I believe it would be a profitable thing.
There is no guarantee that the rabbits
will ever come here. If they were coming
to thrive here, it is a wonderful thing
they did not thrive when they were here
30 or 40 Years ago. Still, it appears they
are coming this way now, and I maintain
you will never be able to deal with these
rabbits thoroughly and efficiently by the
fence which is proposed, and for that
reason I move the amendment.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. Kingsmill): I have pleasure in sup-
porting the original motion, and I think
I may claim to have some personal
knowledge of this subject. BeforelIcame
to Western Australia it wa~i my lot to
travel very largely through the rabbit-
infested districts of South Australia and
New South Wales, and I do not think
that in twice the number Of years I have
spent in Western Australia mty recollec-
tion of the fearful effects of the rabbit
pest would be effaced. Wermust rernem-
ber that in dealing with the rabbit,
question we have to combat a foe which
is persevering and clever. There is no
doubt of that. I think the rabbit one of
the most intelligent animals ever created.
With regard to the point involved in the
amendment of the hon. member for
Boulder (Mr. Hopkins), the system which
he advocated would be very'much more
costly than that proposed by the Govern-
ment, and it leaves out of sight the fact
that the urnalienated lands of Western
Australia-which I believe to be by far
the greater part of our area-would pro-
vide an unprotected and welcome breeding
ground for the rabbits.

Mu. HopKiNs: They have no- tucker."
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

hon. member says they have no "1tucker."
It is a very peculiar th~ing that the rabbits
thrive best under tbe hardest conditions.
That is absolutely a fact. The agricul-
turist has little to fear from the rabbits;
in the first placae because his holding is
Small and can be easily dealt with, and in
the second place because the country fit
for agriculture most have a rainfall which
almost precludes the possibility of the
increase of rabbits. It is in the dry
country that the rabbits rear their young.
in nests which they construct a short
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distance under the surface of the ground.
When they can keep these nests dry all
the year round, they increase and multiply
to the fullest extent.

MR. GARDINER: Whatt about the
South-East of South AustraliaP

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
South-East of South Australia is ex-
tremely sandy, and the rabbits there have
never approached in point of number the
rabbits in the North-East. I Sympathies
with the position of the member for
])undas (Mr. A. E. Thomas). I think
that if the fence skirt a little farther
east than the proposed starting point,
and we then take it north Some little
distance to skirt the region of the coastal
rainfall, and then go westwards until we
get the original line, we can conserve to
Western Australia a great deal of that
valuable agricultural and pastoral land.

MR. HOPKINS: Which is lying idle.
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not

altogether idle. I, like the member for
Dundas (Mr. A. E. Thomas), can speak
with an intimate knowledge of the dis-
trict that gentlemian represents. If the
member for Boulder has not paid a, visit
to that part of the country-

Mu. HOPKINS: I have been there.
Tm MINISTER FOR WORKS: It

will be well worth while to do so, because
the fodder used in Norseman is to a
large extent supplied from Grass Patch,
Dalyap, and Cocanarup.

MR. HOPKINS: They have rabbits
there.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
join issue with the hon. member. Rab-
bits have not reached Grass Patch. There
is one point that has not yet been
mentioned during this debate and upon
which I think the Royal Commission
had no evidence, and it is a point
of great interest, I think, to most
members. While we have taken all steps
to find out how far the rabbits have gone
southwards, we do not know to what
extent they have gone northwards, and
tbat is the direction in which the fence
must go, if our interests are to be guarded.
This is a national question. It is not a
question to benefit the pastoralist. or the
agriculturist, but a question for the whole
of the community. If once rabbits get
into the pastoral districts it will raise the
price of meat, which affects every man,
woman, and child in Western Australia.

The price must rise enormously, there
is not the slightest doubt of that; and it
is highly important to protect to the
utmost the pastoral districts of the North
against the incursions of the rabbits.
The people up there have evinced, I think,
a most laudable desire to help the Gov-
ernment in this direction. Durn may
recent trip to the North several"0of my
pastoralist constituents-and I would
remind the House that I relpresent per-
haps as good a pastoral district as any
member here, and I do not forget that I
am as much a pastomalist member as a
mining member-assured me of the fact
that they would be willing and ready to
accept a stock tax which would pay their
share of the interest on the expenditure
necessary to provide the fence and keep
the rabbits away from them. I think,
therefore, that as soon as we find out the
northern limits of the rabbit invasion,
this fence should turn inure to the east-
ward than is shown on the map prepared
by the Commission, and the fence should
be made to protect not only the districts
which it is now proposed to protects but
also the Kimberley district. It is abso-
lutely no use doing this thing by
halves. People have talked about spend-
ing £100,000 or £300,000. If we spend
a million pounds, I feel certain that money
will he well spent so long as we keep this
awful pest out of the pastoral districts of
Western Australia.

Tus SPEAKER: As the amendment of
the member for Boulder is not seconded,
it cannot be put.

MR. 3. GARDINER (Albany):
should like to see it suggested that this
fence be extended to protect the Kimber-
ley division also. I certainly agree with
hon. members that, if we are to do this
thing, as it is imperative we should, it
should be done thoroughly.

MR. HopnxNs: Yes; from end to end.
MR. GARDINER: It is simply no use

starting, and then knocking off at what
we are given to understand is absolutely
the best portion of Western Australia;
and I do not think we shall be finished
when we have done what is now proposed.
The history of South Australia shows the
best way of checking the rabbit pest is to
have individual fencing, as suggested by
the member for Boulder; but that will
comeafter this main fence is erected. First
of all, we must have a general check, and
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then, possibly, we may follow the example
of South Australia, and put. on the Esti-
mates a sum to provide wire netting for
the individual settler, who should repay
to Government the cost by deferred pay-
ments.

MR. N&NsoN: Probably that will not
be necessary.

MR. GARDINER: I should like to
think it will not be; but I am absolutely
certain it will. The Minister for Works
(Hon. W. Kingsmill) referred to thematter
of rainfall; and I can quite understand
how tropical rainfalls will affect rabbits ;
but I say, with all due deference to the
Minister, that the south-east of South
Australia, where I lived for some years,
was the worst rabbit-infested district in
Australia. South Australia started out
to subsidise the killing of rabbits by
paying for scalps. I will give the House
my personal experience front a sporting
standpoint. Some friends of mine and
1, on one occasion, opened the fences on a
station, and in three nights about 11 of
us killed 9.000 rabbits by letting them
into hurdles not probably more than 50
yards long. What people must do there
is to fence individually; and, as sug-
gested, the difficulty is that the Crown
lands are breeding-places for rabbits.
I recognise that difficulty here; and that
is why I support a fence to protect the
whole of Western Australia. I do not
think this should be a question of
.250,000 or £100,000. I do not care if
the Government lose in protecting us
from the invasion of this pest. I have
seen intimate friends of mine absolutely
ruined by the ravages of rabbits; and
when I know that, should I not be as
strong an advocate as I possibly can be
for every means being tried to stop the
incursion of this pest ? I say, if we once
let the rabbits in, it simply means the
ruin of all our grazing country. I agree
with the Minister for Works that the
agriculturist is not so much affected,
seeing he can more effectually fence, and
that rabbits, as a rule, prefer the open
country to cultivated land. The agricul-
turist is not the man who has so much
to fear as the pastoralist; and I say no
amount of money can be too mauch
to spend, provided the protection be
effective. We have very convincing
evidence that the only effectual means
is by feucing each' holding. I am

sorry this debate came on to-uighb, as
I had taken the trouble to write to the
secretary of the rabbit board in the old
district I lived in, asking him for full
particulars, having anticipated this dis-
cussion would not be taken fill after the
holidays. But rabbits are the most
cunning animals under the sun. In
South Australia the farmers started
laying phosphorised wheat, and used to
plough furrows for miles and lay the
wheat along them. By and by the rabbits
became very particular about their diet,
and would not eat phosphorised wheat;
and the farmer had to resort to apples.
To feed rabbits on apples in this State
would, I am afraid, cost more than the
suggested fence. When the rodents got
tired of apples, we tried them with
pollard and every conceivable food ; but,
as the Minister for Works says, they are
" as cunning as a bag of monkeys," and
will eat exactly what pleases them after
a first experience; and if they get into a
limestone area or any other porous
country, I venture to say they cannot be
got out at all. I do not care what the
sum is, as long as we are convinced it
will effectually prevent these rodents
from getting into Western Australia.

MR. F. WALLACE (Mount Magnet):
Whatever decision be arrived at to-
night, I feel sure it will not be influenced
by the report of this Rabbit Commission.
I agree with the member for Boulder
(Mr. Hopkins) as to the expert evidence,
or the evidence of alleged experts, placed
before the Commission. One of the
experts (Mr. White) was asked certain
questions as to the carrying capacity of
land in South Austalia on a station
known as " Parratoo." That gentleman
could not say whether five or twenty sheep
could be carried to the acre.

MR. NANsoN: True; but I know the
station myself, and its carrying capacity
depends altogether on the season.

MR. WALLACE: While I believe in
and will agree to a larger expenditure
than is recommended in the report of the
Commission, at the same time hom.
members cannot be guided by the evidence,
of the expert witnesses. Our own Chief
Inspector of Stock has almost admitted
that he knows nothing about the rabbit
pest; and seeing the Commission were
composed purelj- of pastoralists, I think
we could have obtained better information
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than is given in their report. Farther, I
have immense sympathy with the member
for Dundas (Mr. Thomas) and his con-
stituents, and I think there is yet a chance
of saving all the pastoral load, though I
see little or none of saving the Dundas
people from this terrible scourge. I
would ask that some consideration be
given to an alteration of the proposed
route of this fence.. My suggestion will
not extend the length of the fence, but
will merely alter the route, starting from
the same point, running, out to Boorabbin
and in a direction east of north to Lake
Darl~t, and then continuing nearly in the
direction at present proposed. To follow
that course will not at all increase the
mileage; and it will save all the country
between the line at present proposed and
Coolgardie and Menzies. There is good
landI in towards Lawlers, Lake Dancee, and
around that way. We recognise that
through the apathy of the late Govern-
ment in not seriously considering this
question, we have sacrificed a great
quantity of our good pastoral land to
these rabbits; but if we ca now move
this fence to the eastward, as I suggest,
and take in an area, of good land, I hope
the House will recognise that would be a
wise step, particularly as it would not add
to the mileage of the fence. The Minister
for Works made some allusion to an
increase in the price of our meat supply,
in the event of the rabbits fairly taking
possession of our pastoral runs. That
question is beyond most of us. We bare
not, up to the present day, had any
evidence that our own State meat supplyv
has any influence in reducing the lcail
price of meat. I say, without fear of
contradiction, that our local meat supply
has done nothing to decrease the price of
meat in this State.

HoN. F. H. Pinsan:- Our local supply
represents two-thirds of the consumption.

Mn. WALLACE: 1 say nothing about
the consumption. I distinctly dwell on
the question of price, and I defy any hon.
member to refute my statement.

MR. F. COrNNOR: I shall accept the
challenge.

Ms.. WALLACE: I hope some repre-
sentative of the stock-raising industry
of this State will convince me that our
State meat supply has conduced to the
decrease in the price of meat during the
last three years.

MR. F. CONNoB: I shall accept that
challenge at the proper time.

MR. WALLACE: I was almost
inclined to support the amendment of
the member for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins) ;
but I suggested to him, after he announced
his amendment, that he should also sup-
port a main line of fencing; because I
do believe, from the experience of the
other States, that this present line of
fencing will be looked upon only as
something to retard the progress of the
rabbits; and, it too, will require State
assistance. Farther, it will be necessary
that the smaller holdings also be fenced.
It will be idle for us to contribute a
matter of X75,000 or £100,000 simply to
erect a, fence, and then to sit down con-
gratulating ourselves on the fact that we
have beaten the rabbits.

MR. F. Oox~on: Which side of the
fence would they he on?

M a WALLACE : On the rail; like a
good many members of this House.

MR. F. CONNOR: That. is where you
are every time,

Ma. WALLACE: I wish to be seriousa
on this question.

MR. F. ClowNoa: It is a wire fence;
not a6 rail fence.

MR. WALLAUED- I recognise this
fencing will cost a large sum of money.;
and while I give my support to the main
line of fence suggested, I will go farther
and support the suggestion of the mem-
ber for Albany (Mr. Gardiner). that we
protect the Rimberleys also. At the
same time, I wish the House to under-
stand, and I base my remarks on what
I have read of the Eastern States, that it
is particularly necessary to protect the
individual holdings within our main
fence. The Minister for Works suggests
that I leave the route of the fence to the
experts ; but I am sick and tired of
experts on select committees and royal
commissions; and I believe that we in
this House are just as expert as any
experts we can get. I thought it was for
this House to decide to-night whether we
should consent to this expenditure on the
suggested route. If that is not so, I
shall content myself by saving again
that I hope the route of' the fence
will be removed farther eastward. My
attention has been drawni to the fact
that the notice on the paper is to confirm
a. report presented to the House by the
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Royal Commission. Therefore it will be
necessary for me to move an amendment
in order to place my views before the
House. I move as an. amendment that
the route which the fence shall take
he as follows :-Starting from Point Amu
(the original Point of departure) and
runnin~g thence to Boorabbin on the
present railway line, thence to Lake
Darl6t, thence in a direction E.NE. of
Darl6t, and alter that in a direct northerly
line joining the proposed fence on line 22.

MR. NANsoR: Have a second line asI
well.

MR. WALLACE: I beg to move, as
an amendment:

That the route of the fence be altered to
run from Point Ann to Boorabbin; thence
from Encrabbin in a direction E. by N. to Lake
flTt; continuing thence due north, and
joining the line proposed by the Commission
on line 22.

THE SPEAKER: Will the hion. member
write the amendment ?

[A pause ensued.]
MR. WALLACE: I do not desire to

press the amendment, as I understand
the House wishes to allowesome discretion
to whoever may be appointed to carry out
the construction of the fence. I feel
assured that those charged with the work
will accept some suggestions, and there-
fore. I will not press iny amendment, but
with the permission of the House will
withdraw it.

MR. G. THROSSELL (Northamn): It
appears to me there is very little need to
labour this question, since everyone is
agreed that prompt measures ought to, be
taken to check the invasion of rabbits.
Whatever opinions individual members
may hold as to the best mode of dealing
with the difficulty, the evidence quoted
from various sources all goes to show that
fencing is one of the best methods that
can be adopted. Everyone who has given
study to the question will admit the
construction of a fence is not attended
with complete success. But then comes
the question: What would the incursion
of rabbits be, if a fence were not erected?
All my reading goes to show that fencing
is effective as a check, and for that reason
I think it is our duty to spend money in
the erection of a fence. Where this fence
should be put is an important point
indeed. The amendment moved just now
was very properly withdrawn. It is

monstrous to ask a House like this to
decide such a matter. The proper Course
is to collect the very best expert evidence
on it. The motion before the House is
that the Government shall be authorised
to adopt the recommendations of the
Royal Commission. There again is a
moot point. The Royal Coimmission have
recommended a certain line of fencing,
and I have no doubt protests have been
received by the Government from different
quarters, notably from Esperance, against
that line. It is the clear duty of the
House to spend what money is required,
but the line of fence must be left
to be settled by careful inquiry. It
may eventually prove desirable to erect
several lines of fencing in different locali-
ties, and not one particular line of
fencing. We should all earnestly endea-
vour to help the Government in every
way to take effective measures for the
erection of fences where it is considered
most desirable to put them. My friend
the Treasurer was good enough to quote
this evening from the Hansard of 189 7,
to show a distinct promise was given by
the late Government to collect evidence,
and then to take action. I admit that a
straight-out promise was given, and I
admit that it was onEv kept so far as the
collecting of reports an~d other information
is concerned, lion, members will not
blame the late Government so severely
for that when I tell them-and the new
Government in dealing with the question
will have the same difficulty-that when
you are gathering reports, all sorts of re-
commendations are made to you, and
much time is required to consider them
all. One recommendation the late Gov-
emnent received comes to my mind now.
It was to erect a fence from ocean to
ocean, a distance of over 1,000 miles.
Another recommendation was to kill the
rabbits with electricity. Of course, hon.
members are aware that we had a strong
recommendation with regard to cats,
which recommendation was adopted. But,
to treat the matter seriously, I can assure
the House in all sincerity that it was not
owing to want of will on the part of the
late Government thatthe recom inendatious
were not carried out. The state of things
then was whatit will be now. The Govern-
ment will find themselves flooded with re-
commendations and suggestions from all
parts of the country. They have already
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received a protest from Esperance against
the line proposedhby the Royal Commission,
and a recommendation to aidopt a different
line. To pin down the Government
absolutely to the recommendation of the
Royal Commission would be a mistake,
for careful inquiry and investigation will
have to be made, and Ministers must be
left free to choose the line of fencing.
When I was in charge of the Lands
Department I found that sufficient infor-
mation was in the possession of the
officers on that point, without any special
lines of fencing being recommended. It
is our duty to take the matter tip. As a
West Australian, and as a member of
tie old West Australian Government, I
canl assure the House that we who have
lived all our lives in this State, never
having had to face the pest, certainly did
not realise the greatness of the danger to
be incurred from it. I plead guilty to
that. It has been questioned whether
the rabbits will ever be able to live in the
settled portions of this country. Those
who have studied the question assert that
the rabbit is harmless in a country with
a 60-inch rainfall-that we need not fear
the rabbit when it comes into our agri-
cultural districts. However, we do not
want to put that assertion to the test of
practical experience. I consider it is our
duty to take action and spend money.
Thirty thousand pounds will go very
quickly' . The upkeep of the fence and
the wages of the boundary-riders will
prove expensive items. Farther, there
will be difficulty arising- from the desire
of some people on the goldfields to Jet the
rabbits come in. Ron. members will find on
the records of the Lands Office a case in

poit. Some time ago it was clearly proved
Itt young rabbits had been carried for
mnany miles iii a billycan, and then released
at a suitable spot so that they might
increase. The plain duty of the Govern-
ment is to adopt the recommendations of
the Roy' al Commission and spend money
in fencing. But I desire strongly to
impress on the Government that they
should not tie themselves down to any
particular line of fencing.

THE PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake):
We have passed the stage of inquiry InD
this matter, and now we must act. We
have a direction from a special Commnis-
sion1 appointed during the recess to
inquire into and report on the rabbit

question. It appears to be the opinion
of hon. members that the recommenda-
tion of that Commission should be fol-
lowed, and as, we have supplies, the
I_%finistrv tak-e it that they am now justi-
fied in expending a sum of X30,000 in
fencing. As I understand the member
for Nortarn (Mr. Throssell), I believe it
is the wish of the House that although
the Ministry, keep the report. of the
Commission before them, they should not
regard themselves as absolutely bound
to follow that report in every minor
detail, but are to take it only as a
general guide. Inasmuch as the invasion
of the rabbits is progressing day by
day, it may, of course, be necessary to
alter one's plans. If that is the view of
hon. members, they may accept this
assurance that there will be no delay in
starting the fence, and that should
unforeseen difficulties arise we shall alter
our tactics accordingly, and endeavour to
meet by the best possible and most
practical means all such difficulties. I
understand that hon. members desire to
give its a certain freedom of action, and
desire also that we should take the report
of the Commission as our guide. With
that report in view, we shall set to work
at once.

HloN. F. H. FIESSE (Williams):
Before this is put to the vote, I would
like to say that I regret not having had
the opportunity of going very fully into
the report presented to the House. I
have, however, discussed the matter with
many of those who had a hand in the
preparation of the report and took evi-
dence on the matters which have been
discussed to-night. Members like myself
who have not had experience, as it appears
many hon. members have had, of rabbit
incursions in the East and the destruction
which has resulted, have not perhaps
hitherto looked upon the invasion in so
serious a6 light as those other members
have. At the same time, now that we
have had so much evidence placed before
us of the enormous destruction which has
been caused by these animals in the other
States, and have been fully informed of
the great damage which would follow an
incursion of rabbits into this State, we
realise that something should be done,
and done quickly, to endeavour to keep
the pest from our settledf districts.
Although in the past we may not have

to erect Pence.(ASSEMBLY.1



Rabbit Incu'rsion: [18 JULY, 1901.] to erect ence. 531

known so much of the destructiveness
of the rabbit and the dire consequences
which an invasion would involve, it is
undoubtedly a matter which was brought
under the notice of the late Goverument;
and Ilam quite confident that had it been
left in the hands of a previous Minister
of Lands, Mr. Richardson, who took a
very great interest in the subject, no
doubt a great deal would have been done
at an early stage. Had that gentleman's
recommendations been followed, we would
not to-day have had to place a fence in
the position in which we now propose to
place it. The matter also received the
attention of my friend the late Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands (Mr. Throssell).
He, too, was very desirous of doing some-
thing in this direction. As the member
for Northam has already pointed out to
the House, the delay that did occur arose
from the necessity for obtaining informa-
tion, though I admit that there seems to
have beenmore delay than can be justified.
We ought really to have dlone something
earlier, and action should have been taken
at the time the matter was brought
before the House in 1897. 1 think there
is time to do something in the direction
indicated, and that we should not lose
more time now. We might empower the
Government, who are desirous I believe
of carrying out the recommendations of
the Commission, by a motion of the
House confirming the recommendation.
As to the details and as to the course the
fence should take, this matter the Govern-
ment can farther look into with a view
of arriving at some conclusion as to
whether they will take the course recom-
mended by the Commission or any other
course. There seems to be something
in the amendment which the member
for Mount Magnet (Mr. Wallace) has
suggested to-nighi in regard to bringing
the fence nearer to Borrabbin, because
the country beyond that is suitable for
grazing purposes; but there is a lot of
country in the area mentioned by the
member for the Murchison (Mr. Nanson),
and which was mentioned by Mr. Mason,
which will suffer from the depredations
of this pest. A fence placed along the
line proposed by the Commission is not
quite satisfactory, as we will be fencing
the rabbits off from the settled parts but
are not affordi ng protection to the people
in that part of the country referred to by

the member for the Murchison. There is
what are called the ranges, the tableland
back from Esperauce, country k-nown
to be very good grazing land. If the
rabbits come in the numbers which it is
said they -are coming, the country will be
almost denuded by these rodents. The
member for Dundas (M r. Thomas) men-
tioned that point, and the district he
referred to is an admirable grazing
district; its capabilities are becoming
recognised more and more every day.
The country will carry a large number of
stock with water conset ration, and we
shall have a satisfactory pastoral area,
there. The incursion of rabbits in
that country will cause the people who
have taken up land there great incon-
venience. We should prevent the rodents
going south and going north, because the
northern areas must be protected also.
Something must be done in fencing the
north, but we are only making a com-
mencement. The only feasible way it
seems of dealing with this encroachment
at the present time is by fencing, but the
expenditure is a large one and the
amount for the upkeep will be a constant
drain on the finances of the country; but
probably the expenditure will be justified
if we prevent the incursion which is now
threatened. I have spoken to friends of
mine who have had a great deal of ex-
perience with the rabbit pest in South
Australia, and they know the danger in
which we are placed. These people have
had experience which is so necessary to
convince a man as to the great loss that
will be inflicted on the community by
the pest, and these people assure me
that had it not been for the fencing
in South Australia, the rabbits would
have caused the total annihilation of the
people in the district referred to. These
people know too that where men were not
able to fence, the pastoral industry wvas
annihilated, the inhabitants being driven
into the coastal districts; consequently
there are large areas in parts of South
Australia which have become denuded of
vegetation and uninhabitable. Knowing
wvhat these people did of the dire result of
the scourge in parts of South Australia,
they have taken time by the forelock, and
have expended large sums of money in
fencing their areas in the Katauning dis-
trict. Some thousands of acres of land
which they have taken up have been
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f~nced with rabbit-proof fencing. These
people say* they' are not going to suffer
from the terrible scourge they suffered
from in South Australia. Timbher is
cheap and they are taking the oppor-
tunity of fencing their holdings. This
is proof that these people are in earnest,
and they see what is threatened by the
encroachment of rabbits. It is in the
interests of the country that this House
should take the step suggested by the
Commission and the member for Beverley
(Mr. Harper), and confirm the recoin-
inendation. I could not allow the
discussion to close without making a few
remarks, and I say the course suggested
to be taken in the circumstances is
justified.

MR. F. CONNOR (East Kimnherley):
It is necessary to add my quota to the
debate. In supporting the proposition of
the member for Beverley, I wish to say
that this scheme of fencing will not be
complete until it is Carried in a northerly
and southerly line across the continent to
a certain point on the north-west coast,
also westerly, and easterly to the South
Australian border. The member for
Albany (Mr. J. Gardiner) has mentioned
this and I follow hini in his idea,
although the point where he wished the
fence to go was not quite right. I think
the hon. member admits now, after the
conversation he bad with gentlemen who
know all about the country, that it is
necessary to run the fence north and
south, running practically into the sea,
then west, and also east to the South
Australian border. This will keep the
State intact. I may sound a note of
warning here, which has not been sounded
before. I do not know whether it may
offend my constituents or not, but it is
my duty to say that the rabbits in the
far North are coming towards our border.
I believe that at the present time they
are within 300 or 400 miles of our border
in the far North. A remark wasumde to-
night by a member of this House as to
what effect the local production of stock
has had on the consumption of meat in
the State, and I wish to combat the
remark. If it were not for the two
Kimberleys, the people of the State
would be paying considerably more for
their beef than they are at the present
time. There is no shadow of doubt
about that, and figures will prove if.

MR. WALLLACE: The price proves it.
MR. P. CON-NOR: The number of

cattle brought down from Kimberley for
this market and disposed of here proves
that if they were not brought down, we
should have to go somewhere else for our
beef and have to pay considerably more
for it. I am not talking about distribu-
tion, hut the supply.

MR. WALLACE: I was speaking about
the price, and I say still that the local
production is not reducing the price of
meat.

ME. F. CONNOR: I challenge that
again, and say there is no getting away
from the fact that from East and West
Kimberley 10,000 head of cattle are
brought down every year, and if we had
to go somewhere else for those 10,000
head of cattle, we should have to pay
more for them. It is logically correct
that the consumer must get the benefit.

MRt. WALLACE: He does not get it.
MR. F. CONNOR: The hon. member

looks as if he does not get it, bat that
remark does not apply to all members on
the Government benches, because the
member for Boulder looks as if he got
more than his fair share.

MRt. HorKN~s That remark applies
to at least one member on the Opposition
side.

MR. F. CONNOR: I want to support
the motion of the member for Beverley
(Mr. Harper). Although we cannot d o
the work all at once, still we shall he
doing the Tight thing in making a start,
and I think it will be fair to leave the
matter in the hands of the Government
and not tie them down to the points where
the fence should go. Let the Governuient
go as far as they can, and when the time
comes to extend the scheme it will be done.
I suggest that the line of fencing should
run north and south to a point at Grange
Bay, and go into the sea on the west
side, thenm go to the coast, and also
to the South Australian border. Then
we should not only be protecting this
State from what we know is threatening
us, but we should also be protecting our-
selves from the danger which is looming
in the far North. It will be a very serious
matter if the Kimberley pastoral district
is overrun with this pest. I hold it
more important to stop the incursion of
the rabbits in the north than it is down
south, because the Kimberleys supply far
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more weat than can he produced in the
south. If we do not protect the Kim-
berley district, we shall not get the meat
supply of the State as we are doing
to-day from that district. I shall sup-
port the member for Beverley, and I
would like it to be left, to a certain
extent, to the discretion of the Govern-
ment how the money is spent..

THEo MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): I desire to support the
motion, and 1 wish to point out to the
House that, according to the report of the
Royal Commission, the Government will
have power to change the route if we
think fit. The ireport says:

That such a fence be erected well to the
westward of the present known infested areas,
starting from the Southern Ocean, in the
vicinity of Fitzgerald Inlet, and extending
northwards to the Indian Ocman, at La Orange
Bay, subject to such deviations as, experience
and more detailed observation may suggest.
That will be desirable, because I notice
according to the map the fence is
supposed to run thr-ough many settled
parts where prospecting is going on, and
although we may protect the fence, people
travelling through the bush will not care
to go round the fence, therefore we might
keep away from the settled parts. An
imputation has been cast on the people of
the goldfields that they desire to promote
the growth of this pest, and I say it is
wrong and improper to say that. If all
the information is similar to that given
by Mr. Morton Craig, then it is not worth
relying upon. This is the sort of evidence
Mr. Craig brings here:

One man named Vial told me a prospector
had informed him that he had carried a nest of
young ones in a billy-can, and had liberated
them.
Tomn Smith tells Bill Brown, and Bill
Brown tells somebody else! This is the
sort of evidence which is brought forward
to support the statement that the people
on the goldfields wish to carry the pest
from one part to another, I recognise
that the rabbit incursion is a real danger,
and if the rabbits get to the southern
portion of the country it will mean ruin
tV mxany. We are very desirous that
protection against rabbits shall be given,
as all the action of the goldfields mem-
bers in this House shows. Four years
ago there was a mandate from Parlia-
ment to the effect that this work should
be started at once, and so far as the

majority of the goldfields people are
concerned, I feel sure they have no desire
to do anything which would in any way
injure the agricultural people of this
State. I strongly support the erection
of this fence, and I1 hope it will have a
good result. I hardly think it will alto-
gether prevent the rabbits from coming
here, but doubtless it will prove a very
great check indeed.

MR. C. HARPER (in reply as mover)
I want to say only a few words. First
I want to point out that the red line
drawn on that map is not the line sug-
gested by the Royal Commission. The
blue line is the one, and that meets the
point raised by the 'Minister for Mines
(Hon. H. Gregory). The object we have
is to avoid as far as possible all lands
which may be desired for prospecting.
The blue line takes the fence about 40
miles west of Southern Gross. That is
country in which, as far as we can glean,
there was no prospecting being done,
and which we supposed to be. in an
uninhabited state, and likely to remain
so. Not having a report of the whole
route, because we could not find anyone
who had travelled that route, we left the
question of routes open so that the
Government of the day, after they got
reports of the country, could select the
best routes. With regard to the Kim-
berleys and the northern country, I
would like to point out that someone
suggested the fence should be carried
right to the sea and then eastward.
From our k-nowledge of that country, it
is just possible the southern boundary
may not need fencing at all, because as
we are all aware, there is a vast sandy
desert, which has been reported upon, and
where unfortunately some men lost their
lives a few years ago, -when it -was first
discovered by Mr. Gregory, who nearly
perished in it. This is a large desert of
sand, a great deal being shifting sand, and
it is highly probable the rabbits will
never be able to cross this desert, which
may be found to be an effectual barrier
south of the Kimberleys. It is possible
that if the rabbits are advancing from
the Fast, it will be necessary to fence on
the eastern boundary of Kimberley rather
than-on the south. 'At the point where
it is recommended the fence shall run
into the sea, there is very little available
pastoralI land except just along the coast.
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There are a. few -miles inland of the
coast, and the fence might be run along
within 20 miles of the coast, and then
run into this sand y desert. I am in hope
it may be found that this vast desert may
he some use in that respect, because it
will be impossible to fence through that
desert, as no one could live in the desert,
aud it would be impossible in the shifting
sand to keep the fence in order. The
fence would very soon be covered by the
sand, and I hope that desert will be an
effectual barrier to the rabbits.

MR. WALLACE: Why not the South-
east portion tooP

MR. HARPER: South-east of whatP
Ma. WALLACE: South-east of this

territory.
Mn. HARPER: Oh! That is quite a

different thing. There is one vast area. of
sandstone country which in the course of
time has disintegrated and become a
sandy desert. There is no vegetation at
all, except in a little narrow hollow here
and them, a few valleys, which are fully
described by some members of the unfor-
tunate party to which I have referred,
and also by the late Mr. Carnegie, who
travelled through from South to north
and back again. That country is abso-
lutely hopeless for any kind of settlement.
With regard to the question raised about
the country to the immediate west of
Esperance, the Thomas River, I would
like to mention that the Conmnission in
their report touch upon this point and
recommend that something should be
done to enable those people outside the
proposed fence to protect themselves. It
may be found even better to run a. sub-
sidiary fence from some point along the
coast as far east as it can he got through,
and have it brought in a north-western
direction to strike the main fence.
That would protect the whole of the
Phillips River country. The Commission
felt that they were not justified in
recommending as the main starting point
the point which was proposed at first by
the Commission. When we came to learn
the rate at which the rabbits were travel-
ling, it was considered advisable to come
more west, so as to avoid the possibility
of any of the rabbits getting across the
line. One remiark with regard to, the
mining population and rabbits. The
Minister for Mines. (Hon. H. Gregory)
and several other members have scorned

the idea that any person of the mining
community would do such a dastardly
thing as convey rabbits along and over
the fence. I ami quite prepared to admit
that by far the ]arger proportion of the
mining population realise what it is; but
there are all sorts of people in a in-
ing community, and what about the
mninority ?

Taa, MINIsTER FOR MrNEs: Is that all
the evidence you have?

BIB. HARPER: Only one or two
mnen.

THiE MINISTER FOR MINES: Is that
the class of ev idenceP

MRt. HARPER: Let me state that on
the goldfields, as well as anywhere else,
there have been men prepared to "1stick
up " banks and take other people's
property ; and what is the difference
between that and putting a rabbit over a
fence ? The latter is the lesser outrage.
It is not the majority we have to protect
ourselves against, but the minority. That
is where the danger arises. To say it is
wrong to suggest such a thing is manifest
nonsense.

THrE MINISTER Pon MrNms: They say
it is done, but is that the only evidence?
I MaR. HARPER: The experience of the
Eastern States is that the rabbit hunter
was interested in keeping rabbits in
existence. There is evidence that some
men do not consider the country. Some
men only consider their own personal
predilections and their own profit; and to
say that the whole of the community are
prepared to be so patriotic as to use every
endeavour to maintain the value of that
fence is absurd. It is far wiser to remove
temptations from those men. There are
plenty of men who will set fire to a piece
of country, or do anything of that kind.
The man who does that commits a crime
against the whole State. Whatever the
evidence may be, we know what human
nature is ; and wvc should be perfectly
justified in as far as possible removing
that temptation from people, and there-
fore the commissioners were earnest in
their efforts to find a track which might
avoid that difficulty. That is the main
point which influenced the Commissionh.
I sincerely hope the Government will be
suppDrted in carrying this out, and in
using their best end eavours to get it done
as soon as possible, because time is the
essence of the contract in this inatter.

[ASSEMBLY.] to erect Pence.
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THE SPEAiKER: Does the member for
Roebourne (Dr. Hicks) wish to speak on
this questionF

DR. HICKS (Roebourne): I wish to
support this m otion, because the squatters
and agriculturists are universally in
favour of the fence; and we should at all
times assist them. But that is not the
point I rose to speak upon particularly.
The point is one which was touched upon
by the Colonial Treasurer (Hon. F. iing-
worth), namely that we may at no distant
period have Somen method of exterminating
rabbits. When we go into the evidence
we are faced with this fact, that in the
early days of this State there were in
the North-West a number of animials
which have now disappeared, and how did
they disappear? It could not have been
by sportsmen or nativesi, because there
were not enough of them to bring about
that result, Neither could it have beeu
by drought, because if there had been
drought, sufficient rabbits would have
been left for breeding. I take it Some
disease got among the rabbits, and it is
upon these lines we should try to combat
the rabbit question. We should intro-
duce among the rabbits a highly infective
disease which they could communicate to
one another. The evidence on this point
is very conflicting. Good observers tell
us different matters. One observer will
tell us a certain bacillus will affect one
animal and not another. An equally
good observer will give us quite a different
effect. I take it that what we should do
is to engage the services of a competent
bacteriologist to go into this question
thoroughly; to come out here and try
experiments on the ground itself, because
the environment affects'the habits of the
bacilli.

MR. WILSON'. Has that been tried in
the Eastern States?

DR. HICKS: I believe it has been tried
in the Eastern States, but unsatisfactorily.
Why it should be unsatisfactory I do not
know, unless it be that scientists will not
be persuaded to take up such investiga-
tions on purely speculative grounds. I
'believe that is the real reason. Farther,
I believe there was in New South Wales
an epidemic amongst the rabbits; but,
unfortunately, the bacillus was not pro-
pagated so as to 'keep up the mortality.
Had that been done, I am. -sure we should'
not have this rabbit question causing Such

anxiety in this State. I think nature
has pointed out the line on which we
should conduct our operations; and if we
do that, the time will not be far off when
the rabbit will no longer be a source of
trouble to this land. The up keep of this
fence and the cost of supervision mean, I
be]lieve, something liAe £14,000 a year.
We]], I take it we are warranted in spend -
ing a very large sum of money, even if
we are not altogether successful; but if
we are successf ul, and have to spend even
£20,000 on this investigation, in one or
one and a half yeass we shall have wiped
out the whole expenditure. Even if this
method do not prove a success, still it
may help. We k-now of similar cases,
such as the plague which we have had
lately in this city, when the rats which
were first affected cleared off from the
spot where they caught the disease. The
same thing happens in India before
cholera breaks out. The fact of the
emigration of rats and mnice is a sure
proof that the cholera is upon them. If
we used poison grain, or the bacillus of
some disease, along the line of fencing,
I take it these animals coming along
would get this disease, and their instinc-
tive act of self-preservation would cause
them to fallI back ; so that, even if it were
not absolutely successful, this scheme
would be very helpful by causing the
rabbits to go from our borders.

Question put, and passed on the voices.

MOTION-ROYAL VISIT.
ADDRESS OF WELCOME.

THE PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake):- I
desire, without notice and by leave of the
House, to submit a motion. This I do
in consequence of a question put to me
last night by the member for the Mur-
chison (Mr. Nanson). The motion is:

That the Parliament of Western Australia
extend to their Royal Highnesses the Duke
a~nd Duchess of Corn wall and York a hearty
welcome. to the State.
I think there is no necessity for me to
make a speech on this occasion. Every
hon. mnember is, I am sure, actuated by
the highest feelings of loyalty towards
our Royal visitors; but what we desire to
do is to place on the records of Parlia-
ment a resolution which will show for all
time that we have been favoured with
such a visit. I therefore submit this

[18 JULY, 1901.]Rabbit Incursion.
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motion to the favourable consideration of
thle House.

HoN. F. H. PIESSE (Williams): As
leader of the Opposition, it gives me great
pleasure to support the motion. I feel
that in moving it the Premier has voiced
the opinion of the Rouse, and I must ad
my quota of appreciation. I also feel
that in taking the coorse we have taken
to-night, we are showing our loyalty and
our devotion to our Sovereign, as well as
our appreciation of the Royal visit which
is so shortly to be made tjthis State. I
have much pleasure in seconding the
motion.

Question put sad passed.
On farther motion by the Pnnsira,

resolution transmitted to the Legislative
Council, and their conourtence desired
therein.

THE PREMIER farther moved:
That this resolution be comunnicated to

their Royal Highnsses by the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly and the President of the
legislative Council.

Question put and passed.

STANDING ORDERS (JOINT)-
AMENDMENT.

Tan: PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake)
moved.

That, in the opinion of this House, Joint
Standing Orders Nos. 10 and 11 should be
amiended as follows -.-No. to0: By inserting
the words "'or of tho Legislative Assembly "
between the words "Council" and "1shall."
No. 11: By inserting the words "1Legislative
Council, or by the Clerk of the," between the
words "the" and "Legislative" in the last
line thereof; and that the Joint Standing
Orders Committee be requested to consider the
mastter accordingly.
The object of the alteration was to render
it possible for the Clerk in either House
to hold the office of Clerk of Parliaments.

Question put and passed.
Resolution transmitted to the T.,egisla,-

tive Council, and their concurrence desired
therein.

PAPERS-MIDLAND RAILWAY AGREE-
MENTS.

On motion1 by MR. HUTCHINSON
(Geraldton), ordered that the following
papers he laid on the table :- i, -A copy
of the original agreement between the
Government of Western Australia and
the Midland Railway Comapany, Limited,
for the construction of the Midland Rail-

way; z, Copies of all subsequent agree-
ment sbetween the Government of Western
Australia and the Midland Railway Com-
pany, Limited, or any person acting for or
on behalf of that company, modifying or
alte ring the terms of the original contract.

RETURN-ROYAL VISIT, EXPENDITURE
BY GOVERNMENT.

On motion by MR. NANSON (Mur-
ch i ison), ordered: " That&a return be laid
upon the table of the House showing in
detail the sums expended from public
funds, or the liability incurred, in connec-
tion with the Royal visit. to Western
Australia: the purposes for which such
sums have been expended, or such
liabilities have been incurred; and the
date or dates at which the expenditure

Iof such sums was sanctioned by the
Government,."

ADJOURNMENT.
On motion by the PEMIER, the House

adjoued at 10-40 o'clock until half -past
2 the next afternoon.

lLeg~qi 5at ibsr C:ontc it,
yi&ay, 191h July, 1901.

QUestivLii: Wa~ter Supply for Oeraldton -Loan Bill,
ie~n~c alL stage9-ZnyL1 Visit.- Address from

Pa11M.net -Aj ournment.

Tasz PRESIDENT took the Chair at
2830 o'clock p.m.

PRLAYERLS.

QUESTION-WATER SUPPLY FOR
GERALDTON.

HoN. 11. 89. HAYNES asked the
Minister for Lands: Whiether it is the
intention of the Governmnt to make
provision for the construction of a water
supply for Geraldton.

[COUNCIL.] Return, Quedion, etc.


